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person may, at the time of the filing of the petition
under this section, request the Office of the Public
Advocate to waive all or a portion of the filing fee.
The Office of the Public Advocate shall decide on the
waiver request within 30 days.

Filing fees paid as required under this subsection must
be segregated, apportioned and expended by the Office
of the Public Advocate for the purposes of represent-
ing the interests of consumers in the proceeding before
the commission or conducting public outreach to in-
form consumers about the proceeding. The Office of
the Public Advocate shall return any portion of the
filing fee that is not expended for these purposes to the
person who paid the fee.

Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA §3132, sub-810-B is en-
acted to read:

10-B. Office of the Public Advocate reporting
requirement; repeal. No later than January 15, 2012,
the Office of the Public Advocate shall report to the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters regarding
filing fees collected pursuant to this section, including
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90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, our state parks are open seasonally;
and

Whereas, revenue from sales of merchandise
will be greatest in the summer months; and

Whereas, increased funding for the operation
and maintenance of our state parks is essential; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA 81825, sub-85 is enacted to
read:

5. State Parks Improvement Fund established;

sale of merchandise. The State Parks Improvement

a detailed accounting of the amount of filing fees col-

Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is estab-

lected, the expenditures of the fees and the return of

ished within the bureau. The fund is nonlapsing. The

unexpended fees.
This subsection is repealed June 30, 2012.
Sec. 3. Appropriations and allocations.

The following appropriations and allocations are
made.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
Public Advocate 0410

Initiative: Provides a base allocation for expenditure of
future assessments of transmission projects by the Of-
fice of the Public Advocate in representing the inter-
ests of affected ratepayers.

OTHER SPECIAL 2009-10 2010-11
REVENUE FUNDS

All Other $500 $500
OTHER SPECIAL $500 $500

REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 27
H.P. 400 - L.D. 562
An Act To Support Maine
State Parks

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
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bureau may sell within parks or historic sites general
merchandise that is distinctive to the parks or historic
sites or useful to the enjoyment of the parks or historic
sites. Items that may be sold include, but are not lim-
ited to, hats, coffee mugs, bumper stickers, t-shirts,
tote bags and firewood. Merchandise sold by the bu-
reau must be of good quality, appropriate for sale by
the bureau and sold for a reasonable fee. The bureau
also may rent items to be used for the enjoyment of the
park or historic site, including, but not limited to, row-
boats, canoes, kayaks and bicycles. To the extent the
bureau needs to contract with vendors to obtain goods
or services in order to develop, create or manufacture
merchandise for sale or lease, the commissioner shall,
to the maximum extent practicable, contract with ven-
dors located in this State. Goods and services pur-
chased by the bureau for sale or lease under this sec-
tion _must be procured in accordance with Title 5,
chapter 155. All proceeds from the sale or lease of
merchandise pursuant to this subsection must be de-
posited in the fund and used for the operation and
maintenance of parks.

Sec. 2. Appropriations and allocations.
The following appropriations and allocations are
made.

CONSERVATION, DEPARTMENT OF
Parks - General Operations 0221

Initiative: Provides an allocation to purchase materials
for resale.
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OTHER SPECIAL 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11
REVENUE FUNDS

All Other $2,500 $7,500 $10,000
OTHER SPECIAL $2,500 $7,500 $10,000

REVENUE FUNDS
TOTAL

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective April 16, 2009.

CHAPTER 28
S.P.38-L.D.89

An Act To Amend the Laws
Concerning Informal
Conferences as Part of the
Board of Licensure in
Medicine's Disciplinary
Proceedings

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA 83282-A, sub-81, as
amended by PL 1999, c. 547, Pt. B, 8§67 and affected
by 8§80, is further amended to read:

1. Disciplinary proceedings and sanctions. The
board shall investigate a complaint, on its own motion
or upon receipt of a written complaint filed with the
board, regarding noncompliance with or violation of
this chapter or any rules adopted by the board.

The board shall notify the licensee of the content of a
complaint filed against the licensee as soon as possi-
ble, but not later than 60 days after receipt of this in-
formation. The licensee shall respond within 30 days.
The board shall share the licensee's response with the
complainant, unless the board determines that it would
be detrimental to the health of the complainant to ob-
tain the response. If the licensee's response to the
complaint satisfies the board that the complaint does
not merit further investigation or action, the matter
may be dismissed, with notice of the dismissal to the
complainant, if any.

If, in the opinion of the board, the factual basis of the
complaint is or may be true and the complaint is of
sufficient gravity to warrant further action, the board
or a subcommittee of the board may request and con-
duct an informal conference with the licensee. The
board shall provide the licensee with adequate notice
of the conference and the issues to be discussed. The
complainant may attend and may be accompanied by
up to 2 individuals, including legal counsel. The con-
ference must be conducted in executive session of the
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board or a subcommittee of the board, pursuant to Ti-
tle 1, section 405, unless otherwise requested by the
licensee. Before the board decides what action to take
at the conference or as a result of the conference, the
board or a subcommittee of the board shall give the
complainant a reasonable opportunity to speak.
Statements made at the conference may not be intro-
duced at a subsequent formal hearing unless all parties
consent. The complainant, the licensee or either of
their representatives shall maintain the confidentiality
of the conference.

When a complaint has been filed against a licensee
and the licensee moves or has moved to another state,
the board may report to the appropriate licensing board
in that state the complaint that has been filed, other
complaints in the physician's record on which action
was taken and disciplinary actions of the board with
respect to that physician.

When an individual applies for a license under this
chapter, the board may investigate the professional
record of that individual, including professional rec-
ords that the individual may have as a licensee in other
states. The board may deny a license or authorize a
restricted license based on the record of the applicant
in other states.

If the board finds that the factual basis of the com-
plaint is true and is of sufficient gravity to warrant
further action, it may take any of the following actions
it determines appropriate.

A. With the consent of the licensee, the board
may enter into a consent agreement that fixes the
period and terms of probation best adapted to pro-
tect the public health and safety and rehabilitate or
educate the licensee. A consent agreement may
be used to terminate a complaint investigation, if
entered into by the board, the licensee and the At-
torney General's office.

B. In consideration for acceptance of a voluntary
surrender of the license, the board may negotiate
stipulations, including terms and conditions for re-
instatement, that ensure protection of the public
health and safety and serve to rehabilitate or edu-
cate the licensee. These stipulations may be set
forth only in a consent agreement signed by the
board, the licensee and the Attorney General's of-
fice.

C. If the board concludes that modification or
nonrenewal of the license is in order, the board
shall hold an adjudicatory hearing in accordance
with Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 1 4.

D. If the board concludes that suspension or
revocation of the license is in order, the board
shall file a complaint in the District Court in ac-
cordance with Title 4, chapter 5.
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