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ECONOMIC AND 
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT, 
DEPARTMENT OF  

  

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2007-08 2008-09 
   

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

$0 $645,941 

  
DEPARTMENT TOTAL - 
ALL FUNDS 

$0 $645,941 

 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 645 
 H.P. 1627 - L.D. 2264 

An Act To Encourage Energy 
Conservation by the Maine 

State Housing Authority 
Pursuant to the State 

Government Evaluation Act 
Review 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §4722, sub-§1, ¶AA, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 466, Pt. A, §50, is further 
amended to read: 

AA.  Certify transfers of multifamily affordable 
housing property that qualify for the deduction 
under Title 36, section 5122, subsection 2, para-
graph Z or Title 36, section 5200-A, subsection 2, 
paragraph Q.  The affordability restrictions that 
apply under this paragraph must be contained in a 
declaration signed by the transferee and recorded 
in the appropriate registry of deeds at the time of 
the sale or transfer. 

(1)  For the purposes of this paragraph, "mul-
tifamily affordable housing property" means 
a decent, safe and sanitary dwelling, apart-
ment building or other living accommodation 
that includes at least 6 units, that meets at 
least one of the following affordability re-
strictions and for which those affordability 
restrictions, as applicable, expire in 10 years 
or less from the date of the sale or transfer of 
the property: 

(a)  At least 20% of the units have re-
stricted rents affordable to households 
earning no more than 80% of the area 
median income as determined by the 
United States Department of Housing 
and Urban Development; 

(b)  The property is assisted by the 
United States Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, the United 
States Department of Agriculture or the 
Maine State Housing Authority; or 
(c)  The property qualifies for low-
income housing credits under the United 
States Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
Section 42. 

(2)  For the purposes of this paragraph, prop-
erty does not qualify as multifamily afford-
able housing property unless: 

(a)  The transferee agrees to maintain the 
property as multifamily affordable hous-
ing property for an additional 30 years 
from the scheduled expiration; 
(b)  If the existing federal, state or other 
assistance is not available to maintain the 
property as multifamily affordable hous-
ing property, the transferee agrees to en-
sure that 1/2 of the units are affordable to 
persons at 60% of the area median in-
come as determined by the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment for 30 years from the expira-
tion of the then-existing affordability re-
strictions; or 
(c)  The transferee agrees to an alterna-
tive affordability agreement approved by 
the Maine State Housing Authority; and 

Sec. 2.  30-A MRSA §4722, sub-§1, ¶BB, as 
enacted by PL 2007, c. 326, §3, is amended to read: 

BB.  Make a loan, or contract with a financial in-
stitution to make a loan on behalf of the Maine 
State Housing Authority, to pay off an existing 
loan or to pay amounts past due on an existing 
loan on an owner-occupied single-family resi-
dence to assist a homeowner who is in default of 
the existing loan or in danger of losing the resi-
dence through foreclosure.  Prior to receiving a 
loan under this paragraph, a homeowner must re-
ceive counseling with a 3rd-party, nonprofit or-
ganization approved by the United States Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, a hous-
ing financing agency of this State or the regula-
tory agency that has jurisdiction over the creditor. 
; and 
Sec. 3.  30-A MRSA §4722, sub-§1, ¶CC is 

enacted to read: 
CC.  Encourage and provide incentives to indi-
viduals and entities that conserve energy; support 
and participate, with resources derived from 
sources except the conservation program fund un-
der Title 35-A, section 3211-A, subsection 5, in 
markets that reward energy conservation and use 
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the proceeds from this participation to support af-
fordable housing programs under its jurisdiction; 
and create and administer programs that encour-
age individuals and entities to conserve energy. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 646 
 H.P. 1655 - L.D. 2295 

An Act To Implement the 
Recommendations of the 

Working Group To Study the 
Effectiveness and Timeliness of 

Early Identification and 
Intervention for Children with 

Hearing Loss in Maine 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §8822, sub-§4-A is enacted 
to read: 

4-A.  Follow-up appointment with an audiolo-
gist.  Upon the approval of a parent or legal guardian 
of a newborn who is screened and receives a screening 
result of "refer," the birthing hospital, birthing center, 
hospital or other medical facility in which the child 
was screened must schedule the newborn for a follow-
up appointment with an audiologist.  That follow-up 
appointment must be scheduled prior to discharge, 
when possible.  The hospital, center or facility must 
notify the newborn's primary care provider in writing 
of the screening result and audiologist appointment.  
This notice must be prepared prior to discharge, when 
possible. 

Sec. 2.  Report on barriers to access to au-
diologists.  The Newborn Hearing Program, estab-
lished in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, chapter 
1686 shall report to the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human 
services matters on the results of its study of barriers 
to access to audiologists for the continued evaluation 
of hearing loss in newborns. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 647 
 H.P. 1673 - L.D. 2313 

An Act To Keep Bridges Safe 
and Roads Passable 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  29-A MRSA §453, sub-§2, as enacted 
by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, 
§5, is amended to read: 

2.  Fee.  The annual service fee for a vanity regis-
tration plate is $15 $25 in addition to the regular motor 
vehicle registration fee.  The service fee must be cred-
ited to the General Highway Fund, except that, begin-
ning July 1, 2009, $10 of the service fee must be trans-
ferred on a quarterly basis by the Treasurer of State to 
the TransCap Trust Fund established by Title 30-A, 
section 6006-G.  A sum sufficient to defray the cost of 
this program must be allocated annually from the Gen-
eral Highway Fund. 

Sec. 2.  29-A MRSA §501, sub-§1, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 383, §7, is further amended to 
read: 

1.  Automobiles; pickup trucks.  The fee for an 
automobile, pickup truck or sport utility vehicle used 
for the conveyance of passengers or interchangeably 
for passengers or property is $25 $35. 
An automobile or sport utility vehicle used for the 
conveyance of passengers or property is a "combina-
tion" vehicle and may be issued a special plate with 
the word "combination" instead of "Vacationland."  A 
passenger vehicle used under contract with the State, a 
municipality or a school district to transport students 
must be designated as "combination."  A vehicle 
owned or operated by parents or legal guardians is 
exempt from this subsection. 
Commercial plates may not be issued for or displayed 
on an automobile. 
A sport utility vehicle may be registered either as an 
automobile or a truck.  A sport utility vehicle with a 
gross vehicle weight or combined gross vehicle weight 
in excess of 10,000 pounds and used in the furtherance 
of a commercial enterprise must be registered as a 
truck according to its actual gross weight as provided 
in section 504. 
The gross weight of a pickup truck registered as pro-
vided by this subsection may not exceed 6,000 pounds.  
An owner of a pickup truck who operates the pickup 
truck with a gross weight in excess of 6,000 pounds or 
the pickup truck drawing a semitrailer with a com-
bined gross weight in excess of 6,000 pounds must 
register the truck as provided in section 504. 
 A combination of vehicles consisting of a pickup 
truck as defined in section 101, subsection 55 and a 
semitrailer with a registered weight of 2,000 pounds or 
less may be operated at the combined gross weight of 
the pickup truck and the semitrailer. 
Beginning July 1, 2009, $10 of the fee must be trans-
ferred on a quarterly basis by the Treasurer of State to 
the TransCap Trust Fund established by Title 30-A, 
section 6006-G. 
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