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OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2007-08 2008-09 

All Other $0 ($3,520,000) 
  
OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 

$0 ($3,520,000) 

 
Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 

cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective April 16, 2008. 

CHAPTER 638 
 H.P. 1632 - L.D. 2269 

An Act To Strengthen Maine's 
Consumer Protections against 

"Slamming" 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §2102, sub-§1, ¶A is 
enacted to read: 

A.  The commission may not grant approval to a 
telephone utility under this subsection unless the 
telephone utility submits evidence satisfactory to 
the commission that the telephone utility has at 
least $250,000 in fixed assets in this State or the 
telephone utility purchases and maintains a surety 
bond satisfactory to the commission in the amount 
of $250,000 to ensure the telephone utility has the 
financial ability to meet its obligations under this 
Title.  This paragraph does not apply to a tele-
phone utility authorized to provide telephone ser-
vice in this State on the effective date of this 
paragraph. 
Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §7106, sub-§1, ¶A, as 

amended by PL 2003, c. 530, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

A.  Notwithstanding Title 32, chapter 69, sub-
chapter 5 or Title 32, section 14716, and except as 
otherwise provided by the commission by rule 
adopted pursuant to subsection 3, a local or intra-
state interexchange carrier may not initiate the 
change of a customer's local or intrastate carrier 
unless the change is expressly authorized by the 
customer as verified by one of the following 
methods: 

(1)  Written or electronically signed authori-
zation from the customer; 
(2)  Toll-free electronic authorization placed 
from the telephone number that is the subject 
of the change order; or 

(3)  Oral authorization of the customer ob-
tained by an independent 3rd party. 

Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §7106, sub-§6 is enacted 
to read: 

6.  Customer education.  The Public Advocate 
shall periodically inform telephone customers in the 
State of the protections and rights provided by this 
section. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 639 
 H.P. 1639 - L.D. 2274 

An Act To Amend the 
Municipal Tree Growth 

Reimbursement Formula 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §578, sub-§1, as amended 
by PL 2007, c. 438, §16, is further amended to read: 

1.  Organized areas.  The municipal assessors or 
chief assessor of a primary assessing area shall adjust 
the State Tax Assessor's 100% valuation per acre for 
each forest type of their county by whatever ratio, or 
percentage of current just value, is applied to other 
property within the municipality to obtain the assessed 
values.  Forest land in the organized areas, subject to 
taxation under this subchapter, must be taxed at the 
property tax rate applicable to other property in the 
municipality. 
The State Tax Assessor shall determine annually the 
amount of acreage in each municipality that is classi-
fied and taxed in accordance with this subchapter.  
Each municipality is entitled to annual payments dis-
tributed in accordance with this section from money 
appropriated by the Legislature if it submits an annual 
return in accordance with section 383 and if it 
achieves the minimum assessment ratio established in 
section 327.  The State Tax Assessor shall pay any 
municipal claim found to be in satisfactory form by 
August 1st of the year following the submission of the 
annual return.  The per acre municipal reimbursement 
appropriation is calculated on the basis of 90% of the 
per acre tax revenue lost as a result of this subchapter.  
For purposes of this section, the tax lost is the tax that 
would have been assessed, but for this subchapter, on 
the classified forest lands if they were assessed accord-
ing to the undeveloped acreage valuations used in the 
state valuation then in effect, or according to the cur-
rent local valuation on undeveloped acreage, which-
ever is less, minus the tax that was actually assessed 
on the same lands in accordance with this subchapter, 
and adjusted for the aggregate municipal savings in 
required educational costs attributable to reduced state 
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