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being held for the same purpose.  The costs of refer-
enda are borne by the airport authority. 

The board of directors may not issue any bond, 
note or other evidence of indebtedness payable within 
a period of more than 12 months after the date of issu-
ance unless the total amount of the debt issued by the 
directors is no more than an amount approved by ref-
erendum under this section. 
§181.  Fees and assessments 

An airport authority, through its board of direc-
tors, may impose any user fees, rates or charges for the 
use of its airport or air transportation services and 
may, by agreement with the municipal officers of any 
municipality located in whole or in part within the 
charter territory of the airport authority, establish 
payments from the municipality to support the airport 
authority. 
§182.  Tax exempt 

An airport authority is a public municipal corpora-
tion within the meaning of Title 36, section 651, and 
the property of the authority is exempt from taxation 
to the extent provided in that section. 

Sec. 2.  14 MRSA §8102, sub-§3, as amended 
by PL 2005, c. 399, §1, is further amended to read: 

3.  Political subdivision. "Political subdivision" 
means any city, town, plantation, county, administra-
tive entity or instrumentality created pursuant to Title 
30-A, chapters 115 and 119, incorporated fire fighting 
fire-fighting unit that is organized under Title 13-B 
and is officially recognized by any authority created 
by statute, quasi-municipal corporation and special 
purpose district, including, but not limited to, any wa-
ter district, sanitary district, hospital district, school 
district of any type, an airport authority established 
pursuant to Title 6, chapter 10, any volunteer fire as-
sociation as defined in Title 30-A, section 3151, a 
transit district as defined in Title 30-A, section 3501, 
subsection 1, a regional transportation corporation as 
defined in Title 30-A, section 3501, subsection 2, and 
any emergency medical service. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 564 
 H.P. 497 - L.D. 648 

An Act To Maintain the 
Amount of State Land That Is 

Open for Hunting 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §1847, sub-§4 is enacted to 
read: 

4.  Land open to hunting.  The bureau and the 
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife shall 
communicate and coordinate land management activi-
ties in a manner that ensures that the total number of 
acres of land open to hunting on public reserved lands 
and lands owned and managed by the Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife does not fall below the 
acreage open to hunting on January 1, 2008.   These 
acres are subject to local ordinances and state laws and 
rules pertaining to hunting. 

Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §1853, sub-§1, as amended 
by PL 1999, c. 592, §§6 and 7, is further amended to 
read: 

1.  Annual report.  The bureau shall submit a 
written report on or before March 1st of each year to 
the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over public reserved lands.  The report 
must include the following information: 

A.  A complete account of the income and expen-
ditures pertaining to public reserved lands during 
the preceding calendar year; 
B.  A summary of the bureau's management ac-
tivities during the preceding calendar year regard-
ing timber, recreation, wildlife and other subjects 
as appropriate; 
C.  A list of any gates or other constructed barriers 
to public access by motor vehicle to any public re-
served lands and their locations, when they block 
the sole or primary motor vehicle access, whether 
those barriers are located on public or private land 
and whether or not they are owned by the State or 
by private parties; 
D.  A summary of any campsite or recreation fa-
cility fees charged under section 1846, subsection 
5; 
E.  A description of the proposed budget, includ-
ing allocations for the bureau's dedicated funds 
and any revenues of the bureau from permits, 
leases, fees and sales for the following fiscal year 
beginning on July 1st; and 
F.  The status of ecological reserves including the 
acreage of reserved public land designated as eco-
logical reserves, results of monitoring, scientific 
research and other activities related to the bureau's 
ecological reserves. ; and 
G.  A description of any changes in allowed uses 
of the public reserved lands, including the acreage 
affected and the reason for the change. 

The joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over proposed public reserved lands shall 
review the report and submit a written recommenda-
tion regarding the bureau's proposed budget to the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs 
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on or before March 15th of each year.  The bureau 
shall submit the information required under paragraph 
G to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 
having jurisdiction over wildlife management matters 
on or before March 1st of each year. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 565 
 S.P. 479 - L.D. 1392 

An Act To Update the Dioxin 
Monitoring Program 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §420, sub-§2, ¶I, as 
amended by PL 2003, c. 165, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

I.    Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
section, the following standards apply only to a 
bleach kraft pulp mill, referred to in this para-
graph as a "mill." 

(1)  After July 31, 1998, a mill may not have 
a detectable quantity of 2, 3, 7, 8-
tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin as measured in 
any internal waste stream of its bleach plant.  
For purposes of compliance, the detection 
level is 10 picograms per liter, unless the de-
partment adopts a lower detection level by 
rule, which is a routine technical rule pursu-
ant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A 
2-A, or a lower detection level by incorpora-
tion of a method in use by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
(2)  After December 31, 1999, a mill may not 
have a detectable quantity of 2, 3, 7, 8-
tetrachlorodibenzo-p-furan as measured in 
any internal waste stream of its bleach plant.  
The commissioner may extend this time 
frame up to 6 months for a mill if the com-
missioner determines, based on information 
presented by the mill, that compliance is not 
achievable by the deadline due to engineering 
constraints, availability of equipment or other 
justifiable technical reasons.  For purposes of 
compliance, the detection level is 10 pico-
grams per liter, unless the department adopts 
a lower level of detection by rule, which is a 
routine technical rule pursuant to Title 5, 
chapter 375, subchapter II-A 2-A, or a lower 
detection level by incorporation of a method 
in use by the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency.  If a mill fails to achieve 
this requirement, as documented by confirma-
tory sampling, it shall conduct a site-specific 

evaluation of feasible technologies or meas-
ures to achieve it.  This evaluation must be 
submitted to the commissioner within 6 
months of the date of confirmatory sampling 
and include a timetable for implementation, 
acceptable to the commissioner, with an im-
plementation date no later than December 31, 
2002.  The commissioner may establish a 
procedure for confirmatory sampling. 
(3)  After December 31, 2002, a mill may not 
discharge dioxin into its receiving waters.  
For purposes of this subparagraph, a mill is 
considered to have discharged dioxin into its 
receiving waters if 2, 3, 7, 8-
tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin or 2, 3, 7, 8-
tetrachlorodibenzo-p-furan is detected in any 
of the mill's internal waste streams of its 
bleach plant and in a confirmatory sample at 
levels exceeding 10 picograms per liter, 
unless the department adopts a lower detec-
tion level by rule, which is a routine technical 
rule pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchap-
ter 2-A, or a lower detection level by incorpo-
ration of a method in use by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, or if levels 
of dioxin, as defined in section 420-A, sub-
section 1 420-B, subsection 1-A, paragraph A 
 detected in fish tissue sampled below the 
mill's wastewater outfall are higher than lev-
els in fish tissue sampled at an upstream ref-
erence site not affected by the mill's dis-
charge or on the basis of a comparable surro-
gate procedure acceptable to the commis-
sioner.  The commissioner shall consult with 
the technical advisory group established in 
section 420-B, subsection 1, paragraph B, 
subparagraph (5) in making this determina-
tion and in evaluating surrogate procedures.  
The fish-tissue sampling test must be per-
formed with differences between the average 
concentrations of dioxin in the fish samples 
taken upstream and downstream from the mill 
measured with at least 95% statistical confi-
dence.  If the mill fails to meet the fish-tissue 
sampling-result requirements in this subpara-
graph and does not demonstrate by December 
31, 2004 and annually thereafter to the com-
missioner's satisfaction that its wastewater 
discharge is not the source of elevated dioxin 
concentrations in fish below the mill, then the 
commissioner may pursue any remedy au-
thorized by law. 
(4)  For purposes of documenting compliance 
with subparagraphs (1) to (3) and (2) the in-
ternal waste stream of a bleach plant must be 
sampled twice per quarter by the mill.  The 
department may conduct its own sampling 
and analysis of the internal waste stream of a 
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