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First Regular Session of the 124th Legislature related 
to the report submitted by the superintendent. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 544 
 H.P. 1569 - L.D. 2200 

An Act To Ensure Full 
Payment of Annuity Death 

Benefits 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  24-A MRSA §2537, sub-§10, as en-
acted by PL 1969, c. 132, §1, is repealed and the fol-
lowing enacted in its place: 

10.  A variable annuity contract delivered or is-
sued for delivery in this State may include as an inci-
dental benefit a provision for payment on death during 
the deferred period of an amount equal to the greater 
of the sum of the premiums or stipulated payments 
paid under the contract and the value of the contract at 
the time of death.  The beneficiary under the contract 
may not be paid any other amount.  A variable annuity 
contract that includes such incidental benefit may not 
be deemed to be life insurance and therefore is not 
subject to the provisions of this Title governing life 
insurance contracts. A variable annuity contract with a 
provision for any other benefit on death during the 
deferred period is subject to the provisions of this Title 
governing life insurance contracts.  A payment on 
death pursuant to a variable annuity contract under this 
subsection must be made in accordance with section 
2436.   This subsection applies to variable annuity 
contracts delivered or issued for delivery in this State 
on or after January 1, 2009. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 545 
 H.P. 1652 - L.D. 2290 

An Act To Protect Access to 
Health Care 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  34-B MRSA §3608, sub-§1, ¶E, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 286, §8, is further amended to 
read: 

E.    Develop techniques for identifying and pro-
viding services to consumers at risk, based on the 
principle that services will be provided as close to 
the consumer's home as possible; and 

Sec. 2.  34-B MRSA §3608, sub-§1, ¶F, as 
enacted by PL 2007, c. 286, §8, is amended to read: 

F.  Enable, among other things, the sharing of 
confidential client information to the extent nec-
essary to protect the client’s health and safety 
when it is determined the client has an urgent 
need for mental health services.  The network 
members shall share confidential client informa-
tion, even without a client’s consent, to the extent 
necessary to protect the client’s health and safety 
in a period of urgent need for mental health ser-
vices when the client lacks the capacity to give 
consent for the information sharing or when an 
exigency exists so that the client’s health and 
safety is better protected if the information is 
shared without a delay to obtain consent.  A per-
son or entity participating in good faith in sharing 
information under this paragraph is immune from 
civil liability that might otherwise result from 
these actions, including, but not limited to, a civil 
liability that might otherwise arise under state or 
local laws or rules regarding confidentiality of in-
formation.  The department shall adopt rules to 
identify the limits and requirements to be included 
in the memoranda. These rules are routine techni-
cal rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, sub-
chapter 2-A.; and 
Sec. 3.  34-B MRSA §3608, sub-§1, ¶G is 

enacted to read: 
G.  Provide consolidated mental health crisis ser-
vices for children and adults, beginning March 1, 
2009, through a memorandum of understanding 
among providers of mental health services in the 
network that must include provisions to ensure 
coordination, eliminate duplication and provide a 
level of crisis services established by the depart-
ment. 
Sec. 4.  36 MRSA §2891, sub-§1, as corrected 

by RR 2003, c. 2, §116, is amended to read: 
1.  Hospital.  "Hospital" means an acute care 

health care facility with permanent inpatient beds 
planned, organized, operated and maintained to offer 
for a continuing period of time facilities and services 
for the diagnosis and treatment of illness, injury and 
deformity; with a governing board and an organized 
medical staff offering continuous 24-hour professional 
nursing care; with a plan to provide emergency treat-
ment 24 hours a day and including other services as 
defined in rules of the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services relating to licensure of general and spe-
cialty hospitals; and that is licensed under Title 22, 
chapter 405 as a general hospital, specialty hospital or 
critical access hospital.  For purposes of this chapter, 
"hospital" does not include a nursing home or a pub-
licly owned specialty hospital or, for state fiscal years 
beginning on or after July 1, 2008, municipally funded 
hospitals. 
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