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Workers' Compensation Act or the Maine Workers' 
Compensation Act of 1992. When compensation is 
payable for an occupational disease, the employer in 
whose employment the employee was last injuriously 
exposed to the hazards of the occupational disease and 
the insurance carrier, if any, on the risk when the em-
ployee was last exposed under that employer, are li-
able. The amount of the compensation must be based 
on the average wages of the employee when last ex-
posed under that employer and notice on the date of 
injury.  Notice of injury and claim for compensation 
must be given to that the employer in whose employ-
ment the employee was last injuriously exposed to the 
hazards of the occupational disease.  On the date of 
incapacity, if the employee is no longer working in the 
same occupation in which the employee incurred the 
last injurious exposure, then the average wages as of 
the date of injury of comparable employees employed 
full-time in the same occupation as the employee at 
the time of the employee's last injurious exposure must 
be used to determine the amount of compensation.  
The only employer and insurance carrier liable are the 
last employer in whose employment the employee was 
last injuriously exposed to the hazards of the disease 
during a period of 60 days or more and the insurance 
carrier, if any, on the risk when the employee was last 
so exposed, under that employer. 

Sec. 2.  Prospective application.  The provi-
sions of this Act have prospective effect only. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 314 
 H.P. 1243 - L.D. 1781 

An Act To Prevent Duplication 
in Certification of Hospitals 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §1816, as amended by PL 
1997, c. 488, §2, is further amended by adding at the 
end a new paragraph to read: 

A hospital licensed under this chapter is exempt 
from department inspection requirements under this 
chapter if the hospital is certified by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services for participation in 
the federal Medicare program and holds full accredi-
tation status by a health care facility accrediting or-
ganization recognized by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services.  If a hospital is certified to partici-
pate in the federal Medicare program and not accred-
ited by a health care facility accrediting organization 
recognized by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, the department shall inspect the hospital 
every 3 years for compliance with the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services' conditions of par-

ticipation.  The provisions of this paragraph do not 
exempt a hospital from an inspection by the depart-
ment in response to a complaint or suspected violation 
of this chapter or of the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services' conditions of participation or an 
inspection by another state agency or municipality for 
building code, fire code, life safety code or other pur-
poses unrelated to health care facility licensing or ac-
creditation.  For purposes of this paragraph, "Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services" means the 
United States Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. 

Sec. 2.  Effective date.  This Act takes effect 
July 1, 2008. 

Effective July 1, 2008. 

CHAPTER 315 
 H.P. 849 - L.D. 1156 

An Act To Protect Owners and 
Occupiers of Homes from Civil 

Liability  
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  14 MRSA §171 is enacted to read: 
§171.  Defense of premises 

It is a defense to a civil claim resulting from the 
use of force that the person was or would have been 
justified in using such force under Title 17-A, section 
104. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 316 
 H.P. 1120 - L.D. 1598 

An Act To Grant Supervisory 
Privileges to Supervising Nurse 

Practitioners 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §2102, sub-§2-A, as 
amended by PL 2003, c. 510, Pt. B, §10, is further 
amended to read: 

2-A.  Advanced practice registered nursing.  
"Advanced practice registered nursing" means the 
delivery of expanded professional health care by an 
advanced practice registered nurse that is: 

B.    Within the advanced practice registered 
nurse's scope of practice as specified by the board 
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