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PUBLIC LAW, C. 656 SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2005 

§473. Eligibility 

To be eligible to participate in the program, a 
student must: 

1.  College.  Have completed at least 2 years of 
college or have graduated from college within the past 
year; and 

2.  Residence.  Be a state resident or attend a 
college in the State. 

§474.     Duties of the Margaret Chase Smith 
Center for Public Policy 

The program is administered by the Margaret 
Chase Smith Center for Public Policy within the 
University of Maine System and is referred to in this 
chapter as "the center."  The center's duties include the 
following. 

1.  General supervision.  The center shall exer-
cise general supervision over the operation of the 
program and shall develop and put into effect 
administrative guidelines for interns and county and 
local government personnel, formulate policies and 
establish and administer operational procedures. 

2.  Promotion; recruitment. The center shall 
disseminate widely information and application forms 
and otherwise publicize the program to attract the 
attention and interest of as many college students as 
possible and shall receive the completed application 
blanks of those students interested, as well as answer-
ing inquiries for further details and information. 

3.  Participation of county and local govern-
ments. The center shall acquaint officials and 
administrators with the program and its advantages, 
encouraging the greatest possible participation by 
county and local government offices. 

4.  Selection.  Applications of interested students 
received by the center must be processed in accor-
dance with procedures to be established by the center. 

5.  Placement.  The center shall place students 
with participating county and local government 
offices. 

6.  Orientation. The center shall arrange an ori-
entation for interns and supervising county and local 
personnel prior to commencement of intern work 
within a county or local government office and may 
conduct special programs during the internship to 
ensure that interns obtain a broad understanding of 
county and local governments. 

7.  Coordination. The center shall coordinate the 
activities of the interns with the various participating 

county and local government offices to the maximum 
advantage of the program. 

8.  Annual report. The center shall produce an 
annual report, which is a public document, by the end 
of each calendar year on the operation of the program. 
Copies of the report must be filed with the Legislature. 

§475. Conditions of employment 

1.  Temporary unclassified service.  Interns are 
considered temporary, unclassified employees of the 
county and local governments.  The employing county 
or local government office may discharge an intern for 
cause with one week's advance notice to the intern and 
the center.  The center may reassign an intern or 
release the intern from the program with one week's 
advance notice to the intern and the office when it is 
considered in the best interest of the program. 

2.  Salary.  The center shall determine from time 
to time an appropriate minimum salary for interns, 
which must be paid by the participating county and 
local government offices.  The center may negotiate 
the placement of an intern within county or local 
government and, to further the purposes of the intern 
program, may make funds from this chapter available 
to the intern. 

3.  Internship training.  Participating county or 
local government offices shall release intern personnel 
to participate in paid orientation or training activities 
planned by the center as part of the internship 
program. 

§476. Acceptance of gifts, bequests, grants, aid 

The center may accept gifts, bequests and en-
dowments for purposes consistent with the objectives 
of this chapter and may accept federal, private 
foundation and other grants and matching funds when 
determined to be in the best interests of the program. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 657 

S.P. 751 - L.D. 1954 

An Act To Invest in the Future of 
Maine Citizens 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA c. 318 is enacted to read: 
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SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2005 PUBLIC LAW, C. 657 

CHAPTER 318 

AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

§8901.   After-school Program Fund; standards; 
approval 

The After-school Program Fund, referred to in 
this chapter as "the program fund," is established to 
encourage the facilitation of high-quality after-school 
programs in school administrative units throughout the 
State.  The commissioner shall administer the program 
fund within the department.  Standards and approval 
for the allocation and use of program fund money are 
as follows. 

1.  Standards.  The commissioner shall establish 
standards consistent with the basic school approval 
requirements for after-school programs offered at 
elementary or secondary schools in the State.  In 
establishing standards for after-school programs, the 
commissioner may also consider the requirements of 
the 21st Century Communities Learning Centers 
program authorized under Title IV, Part B of the 
federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965, as amended by the federal No Child Left Behind 
Act of 2001, 20 United States Code, Chapter 70. 

2.  Approval.  An after-school program may be 
offered by a school administrative unit with the 
approval of the commissioner. The commissioner may 
inspect an after-school program, after which the 
commissioner shall approve and grant a certificate to a 
school that maintains approval standards.  The 
expense of inspection must be paid by the department. 

§8902.   Program fund grants; eligibility; calcula-
tion 

1.  Eligibility.  To receive program fund money 
calculated pursuant to subsection 2, the school 
administrative unit must be in compliance with any 
applicable standards and program requirements for 
after-school programs established by the commis-
sioner pursuant to section 8901. 

2.  Program fund grants; calculation.  The 
commissioner shall calculate one amount of the 
program fund money that may be made available as a 
grant to the elementary school level and middle school 
level and another amount of program fund money that 
may be made available as a grant to the high school 
level in accordance with the following. 

A. For fiscal year 2006-07, the commissioner 
shall establish a per-pupil amount for program 
fund grants. 

B. For fiscal year 2007-08 and each subsequent 
year, the commissioner shall recalculate the per-
pupil amount by using the amount calculated un-

der paragraph A as a base and adjusting for ap-
propriate trends in the Consumer Price Index or 
other comparable index. 

3.  Budget recommendation.  Beginning in fis-
cal year 2006-07 and prior to December 15th of each 
year, the commissioner shall recommend to the 
Governor and to the Department of Administrative and 
Financial Services, Bureau of the Budget the funding 
levels for the program fund for payment in the next 
fiscal year.  The commissioner shall include these 
funding levels in the department's request to the 
Legislature for appropriations from the General Fund 
to carry out the purposes of this chapter. 

4.  Appropriations.  The commissioner shall 
allocate funds appropriated by the Legislature to carry 
out the purposes of this chapter as grants to eligible 
school administrative units. 

§8903.  Report 

The department shall report by June 30, 2007 and 
annually thereafter to the joint standing committee of 
the Legislature having jurisdiction over education and 
cultural affairs on the number of school administrative 
units participating in an after-school program, the 
nature of the after-school programs receiving money, 
the amount of money distributed and the number of 
children participating in an after-school program. 

§8904.  Rules 

The commissioner shall adopt rules for the stan-
dards, approval and administration of the program 
fund, including the establishment of program fund 
requirements and specifications and procedures for the 
application and distribution of available funds, and to 
otherwise carry out the purpose of this chapter.  Rules 
adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical 
rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 
2-A. 

Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  
The following appropriations and allocations are 
made. 

EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF 

After-school Program Fund   NEW 

Initiative:  Provides funds for the establishment of an after-school 
program fund to provide grants to eligible school administrative 
units. 

GENERAL FUND 2005-06 2006-07 
All Other $0 $25,000 

 __________ __________ 
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $25,000 

EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF 
DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2005-06 2006-07 

GENERAL FUND $0 $25,000 
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 __________ __________ 
DEPARTMENT TOTAL -  

ALL FUNDS   $0 $25,000 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 658 

H.P. 1340 - L.D. 1899 

An Act To Require the Display of 
POW-MIA Flags at Courthouses 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  1 MRSA §206-A, as enacted by PL 
1999, c. 302, §2, is amended to read: 

§206-A. Prisoner of war - missing in action flag 

1.  Required.  The prisoner of war - missing in 
action flag must be flown in the following places until 
all those individuals designated as prisoners of war or 
missing in action are released or accounted for: 

A.  Above the State House; and   

B.  At each National Guard facility.; and   

C.  At each courthouse owned by the State on 
Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day as 
designated by section 131 and the following na-
tional holidays: 

(1)  Armed Forces Day, the 3rd Saturday in 
May; 

(2)  Memorial Day, the last Monday in 
May; 

(3)  Flag Day, June 14th; 

(4)  Independence Day, July 4th; 

(5)  National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 
the 3rd Friday in September; and 

(6)  Veterans Day, November 11th. 

2.  Optional.  A municipality may display the 
prisoner of war - missing in action flag on a flag pole 
located at the main office building of the municipality 
whenever the flag of the United States is flown.  A 
courthouse owned by the State may display the 
prisoner of war - missing in action flag on any day in 
addition to those required by subsection 1. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 659 

H.P. 1348 - L.D. 1907 

An Act To Amend the Law 
Governing DNA Testing 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  15 MRSA §2137, as enacted by PL 
2001, c. 469, §1, is repealed and the following enacted 
in its place: 

§2137.   Postjudgment of conviction motion for 
DNA analysis; new trial based on analysis 
results 

1.  Motion.  A person who has been convicted of 
and sentenced for a crime under the laws of this State 
that carries the potential punishment of imprisonment 
of at least one year and for which the person is in 
actual execution of either a pre-Maine Criminal Code 
sentence of imprisonment, including parole, or a 
sentencing alternative pursuant to Title 17-A, section 
1152, subsection 2 that includes a term of imprison-
ment or is subject to a sentence of imprisonment that 
is to be served in the future because another sentence 
must be served first may file a written postjudgment of 
conviction motion in the underlying criminal pro-
ceeding moving the court to order DNA analysis of 
evidence in the control or possession of the State that 
is related to the underlying investigation or prosecu-
tion that led to the person's conviction and a new trial 
based on the results of that analysis as authorized by 
this chapter.  For criminal proceedings in which DNA 
testing was conducted before September 1, 2006, the 
person may file a written postjudgment of conviction 
motion in the underlying criminal proceeding moving 
the court for a new trial based on the results of the 
DNA testing already conducted using the standard set 
forth in this chapter if the DNA test results show that 
the person is not the source of the evidence. 

2.  Time for filing.  A motion under this section 
must be filed by the later of: 

A.  September 1, 2008, including a motion per-
taining to criminal proceedings in which DNA 
testing was conducted before September 1, 2006; 

B.  Two years after the date of conviction; and 

C.  In cases in which the request for analysis is 
based on the existence of new technology with 
respect to DNA analysis that is capable of pro-
viding new material information, within 2 years 
from the time that the technology became com-
monly known and available. 
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