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PUBLIC LAW, C. 582 SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2005 

CHAPTER 582 

H.P. 1436 - L.D. 2038 

An Act To Protect the Privacy of 
Cellular Telephone Customers 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the sale and disclosure of customer 
proprietary information is occurring now and is a 
practice that needs to be addressed immediately; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  10 MRSA  c. 223-A is enacted to 
read: 

CHAPTER 223-A 

CELLULAR TELEPHONE CUSTOMER 
PRIVACY ACT 

§1496-A.  Short title 

This chapter may be known and cited as "the 
Cellular Telephone Customer Privacy Act." 

§1496-B.  Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terms have the following 
meanings. 

1.  Customer proprietary network informa-
tion.  "Customer proprietary network information" has 
the same meaning as in 47 United States Code, 
Section 222(h)(1) as in effect on January 1, 2006. 

2.  Other customer proprietary information.  
"Other customer proprietary information" means any 
information loaded, installed or otherwise placed on a 
wireless telephone or transmitted from a wireless 
telephone by a wireless telephone customer. 

3.  Telecommunications carrier.  "Telecommu-
nications carrier" has the same meaning as in 47 
United States Code, Section 153(44) as in effect on 
January 1, 2006. 

4.  Wireless telephone service.  "Wireless 
telephone service" means any mobile telecommunica-

tions services as defined in Title 35-A, section 102, 
subsection 9-A. 

5.  Wireless telephone service provider.  
"Wireless telephone service provider" means a 
telecommunications carrier that provides wireless 
telephone service. 

§1496-C.   Sale or disclosure of customer proprie-
tary network information 

1.  Civil violation.  Except as provided in sub-
section 3, a person may not sell or disclose or offer to 
sell or disclose any customer proprietary network 
information relating to the wireless telephone service 
account of any wireless telephone service customer or 
user in this State or any other customer proprietary 
information of any wireless telephone service 
customer or user in this State. 

A.  Violation of this subsection constitutes a 
violation of the Maine Unfair Trade Practices 
Act. 

2.  Criminal violation.  Except as provided in 
subsection 3, a person may not knowingly sell or 
disclose or offer to sell or disclose any customer 
proprietary network information relating to the 
wireless telephone service account of any wireless 
telephone service customer or user in this State or any 
other customer proprietary information of any wireless 
telephone service customer or user in this State. 

A.  A person who violates this subsection com-
mits a Class D crime. 

3.  Exceptions.  The prohibitions contained in 
subsections 1 and 2 do not apply to a disclosure of 
customer proprietary network information or any other 
customer proprietary information: 

A.  Authorized or required by: 

(1)  Any state or federal law, regulation or 
rule; 

(2)  An order of an agency having regula-
tory authority over a wireless telephone 
service provider; or 

(3)  The wireless telephone service account 
holder; or 

B.  Required by a subpoena, warrant or other 
lawful process. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective April 13, 2006. 
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