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SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2005 PUBLIC LAW, C. 479 

within an average distance of 4 inches of 
the lateral extremities of the semitrailer, ex-
clusive of safety bumper appurtenances, 
and is placed at a height not exceeding 22 
inches from the surface of the ground as 
measured when the semitrailer is empty and 
is on a level surface. 

(5)  The semitrailer must be equipped with 
vehicle lights that comply with or exceed 
federal standards and reflective material 
approved by the Commissioner of Trans-
portation that must be located on the semi-
trailer in a manner prescribed by the 
commissioner.  The semitrailer must dis-
play a conspicuous warning on the rear of 
the semitrailer indicating that the vehicle 
combination has a wide turning radius. 

(8)  Except as provided in subparagraph 
(10), the overall length of the truck tractor 
and semitrailer combination of vehicles 
traveling beyond the national network may 
not exceed 74 feet, including all structural 
parts of the vehicle, permanent or tempo-
rary, and any load carried on or in the vehi-
cle.  For the purposes of this subparagraph, 
"national network" means those highways 
in the State identified under 23 Code of 
Federal Regulations, Appendix A to Part 
658. 

(9)  Notwithstanding section 2380, the 
width of the semitrailer must be 102 inches, 
except that the width of the rear safety 
bumper and appurtenances to the safety 
bumper may not exceed 103 inches and ex-
cept that the width of a flatbed or lowboy 
semitrailer, measured as the distance be-
tween the outer surface edges of the semi-
trailer's tires, must be at least 96 inches but 
no more than 102 inches. 

(10)  For vehicles with a length that does 
not exceed 74 feet, including all structural 
parts of the vehicle, permanent or tempo-
rary, and any load carried on or in the vehi-
cle, access is permitted to service facilities 
or terminals within one mile of the highway 
network and access system designated by 
the Commissioner of Transportation for 
53-foot semitrailer traffic.  For operations 
of these vehicles to terminals beyond the 
one-mile distance, an access permit speci-
fying the motor carrier, specific routing and 
terminal location must be obtained from the 
Department of Transportation and carried in 
the truck tractor.  For vehicles whose over-
all length exceeds 74 feet, including all 
structural parts of the vehicle, permanent or 

temporary, and any load carried on or in the 
vehicle, access is permitted to service fa-
cilities or terminals within one mile of the 
national network.  For purposes of this sub-
paragraph, "national network" means those 
highways in the State identified under 23 
Code of Federal Regulations, Appendix A 
to Part 658. 

(12)  This vehicle combination may not 
transport cargo that has been prohibited for 
this vehicle combination by the Commis-
sioner of Transportation. 

(13)  This paragraph does not apply to a 
trailer or semitrailer when transporting or 
returning empty from transporting a nondi-
visible load or object under the provisions 
of an overlimit permit granted by section 
2382. 

The Secretary of State shall adopt rules for the 
permitting of this vehicle combination. 

Nothing in this paragraph limits the authority of 
the department under Title 23, section 52 to 
adopt rules prohibiting or limiting access by 
semitrailers or other vehicles to a highway or 
portion of a highway or other segment of the 
transportation infrastructure in order to ensure 
public safety. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective March 8, 2006. 

CHAPTER 479 

S.P. 650 - L.D. 1696 

An Act To Clarify the Assessment of 
Costs To Maintain a Private Way or 

Bridge 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §3103, as amended by PL 
1997, c. 682, §2, is further amended to read: 

§3103. Contracts for repair; assessments 

The owners, at a meeting held under section 
3101, may authorize a contract to be made for making 
and keeping the way or bridge in repair by the year or 
for a less lesser time; and may raise money for that 
purpose and choose assessors to assess it on the 
owners in proportion to their interests, who each 
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owner's interest.  An owner's interest is based on the 
assessed valuation for property tax on the owner's 
parcel that is benefited by the private way or bridge.  
The assessors shall deliver their assessment with a 
warrant for its collection to the commissioner.  The 
warrant must be in substance such as is prescribed for 
collection of town taxes.  The commissioner shall 
collect the same as town taxes are collected, and be 
liable for neglect of duty as town collectors are for 
similar neglects. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 480 

S.P. 663 - L.D. 1746 

An Act To Amend Certain 
Requirements in the ASPIRE-TANF 

Program 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3788, sub-§10, ¶C, as 
amended by PL 1997, c. 530, Pt. A, §26, is further 
amended to read: 

C.  Education Except for participants who are 
accepted into the Parents as Scholars Program 
established under section 3790, education, train-
ing and treatment is limited to a maximum of 24 
months, starting with the first day of participa-
tion in any allowable and approved job skills or 
occupational skills training activity.  The 
24-month period may be extended by the com-
missioner or the designee of the commissioner 
for good cause shown. 

The department may approve a job skills or oc-
cupational training activity longer than 24 
months provided the participant agrees to per-
form a minimum of 20 hours a week of work site 
experience by no later than the end of the 
24-month period.  Qualifying work site experi-
ence may include, but is not limited to, paid em-
ployment, workforce-MaineServe, ASPIRE-Plus, 
work study, training-related practicums or any 
other such work site approved by the department.  
The 24-month period does not include periods of 
nonactivity in which good cause has been deter-
mined. 

For individuals who are satisfactorily participat-
ing in an education or training program prior to 
the work evaluation, the department must deter-
mine the acceptability of the activity for purposes 
of meeting the participation requirements of this 
chapter using the same criteria as is used for any 
individual in the ASPIRE-TANF program.  

Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §3788, sub-§12, as 
amended by PL 1997, c. 530, Pt. A, §26, is further 
amended to read: 

12.  Developing resources.  To assist the de-
partment in its efforts to encourage job placement 
opportunities and provide the services necessary to 
ensure self-support to recipients of TANF assistance, 
the department may contract with public and private 
agencies to establish job placement opportunities.  

In order to assist in the development of job placement 
opportunities, the department in cooperation with the 
Department of Labor and other state agencies shall 
explore the feasibility of developing a shared approach 
to technology to support access to information talent 
banks, national job banks, Maine's job listings and any 
other job opportunity listings, to facilitate linking 
program resources listings and to coordinate case 
service providers. 

In addition, all public and private agencies are subject 
to the following requirements. 

A.  All agencies that receive funds from any state 
department or division must provide at least one 
workforce-MaineServe opportunity for an 
ASPIRE-TANF participant.  

B.  All state agencies that provide funding for 
child care or transportation services must require 
that recipients of TANF be given priority for 
those services.  

C.  All agencies that receive funds from any state 
agency for the treatment of drug or alcohol abuse 
must require that recipients of TANF be given 
priority for those services.  

The department shall work with and shall contract 
with agencies to work with families in which there are 
multiple barriers to achieving employment and shall 
provide those agencies incentives for working with the 
families to achieve employment.  For each family 
placed with an agency, the department shall pay a fee.  
For each family member placed in full-time employ-
ment, the department shall pay a premium.  For each 
family member placed in full-time employment in a 
job that provides health care benefits, the department 
shall pay an additional bonus payment.  The commis-
sioner shall adopt rules as necessary to implement this 
subsection. 

Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §3788, sub-§14, as en-
acted by PL 1997, c. 530, Pt. A, §26, is repealed. 

Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §3789-B, as corrected by 
RR 2003, c. 2, §75, is repealed. 
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