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PUBLIC LAW, C. 309 FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2005 

must be signed once each year by a representative of 
the department following the enrollment of the child in 
a school and forwarded to the school administrative 
unit attended by the child. This form provides the 
necessary legal permission for the child to participate 
in such activities.  A child in the custody of the 
department must secure the signature of a caretaker on 
permission slips for specific activities as do other 
students in order to ensure notice to the caretaker of 
the child's participation in those activities. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 310 

S.P. 230 - L.D. 693 

An Act To Increase Public Safety 
through the Enhancement of Law 

Enforcement for the Houlton Band of 
Maliseet Indians 

Sec. 1.  30 MRSA §6206-B is enacted to read: 

§6206-B.       Law enforcement powers of Houlton 
Band of Maliseet Indians 

1.  Appointment of tribal law enforcement of-
ficers.  The Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians may 
appoint law enforcement officers who have the 
authority to enforce all the laws of the State within the 
Houlton Band Trust Land.  This section does not limit 
the existing authority of tribal officers under tribal law 
or affect the performance of federal duties by tribal 
officers. 

2.  Authority of state, county and local law en-
forcement officers.  State and county law enforce-
ment officers and law enforcement officers appointed 
by the Town of Houlton have the authority to enforce 
all laws of the State within the Houlton Band Trust 
Land. 

3.  Agreements for cooperation and mutual 
aid.  The Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians and any 
state, county or local law enforcement agency may 
enter into agreements for cooperation and mutual aid. 

4.  Powers, duties and training requirements.  
Law enforcement officers appointed by the Houlton 
Band of Maliseet Indians pursuant to this section 
possess the same powers, enjoy the same immunities 
and are subject to the same duties, limitations and 
training requirements as other corresponding law 
enforcement officers under the laws of the State. 

5.  Report to Legislature.  By January 1, 2010, 
the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians shall file a 
report with the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters 

detailing the band's experience with the exercise of 
law enforcement authority under this section.  The 
report must include observations and comments from 
the state and county law enforcement agencies 
providing law enforcement services in Aroostook 
County and from the Houlton Police Department. 

6.  Repeal.  This section is repealed July 1, 2010. 

Sec. 2.  Contingent effective date.  This Act 
does not take effect unless, within 60 days after the 
adjournment of the Legislature, the Secretary of State 
receives written certification from the Houlton Band 
Council of the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians that 
the band has agreed to the provisions of this Act 
pursuant to the United States Code, Title 25, Section 
1725(e)(2), copies of which must be submitted by the 
Secretary of State to the Secretary of the Senate, the 
Clerk of the House and the Revisor of Statutes, except 
that in no event may this Act take effect until 90 days 
after adjournment of the Legislature. 

See title page for effective date, unless otherwise 
indicated. 

CHAPTER 311 

H.P. 199 - L.D. 260 

An Act To Amend the Laws 
Governing Mechanics Liens 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  10 MRSA §3255, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 1993, c. 137, §2, is repealed and the 
following enacted in its place: 

2.  Bona fide purchaser.  Any person who is a 
bona fide purchaser for value of a house, building or 
appurtenances, a public building erected or owned by 
any city, town, county, school district or other 
municipal corporation, or a wharf or pier or any 
building thereon, including the ground adjacent to and 
upon which any such objects are constructed, takes 
title free of the lien described in this chapter unless, 
before the bona fide purchaser takes title to the 
premises on which such lien attaches: 

A.  The person performing or furnishing that la-
bor, materials or services either has filed the no-
tice required by section 3253 or has filed a notice 
in the office of the register of deeds in the county 
or registry district in which these premises are 
located setting forth a description of the property 
sufficiently accurate to identify it; the names of 
the owners; that the claimant is going to perform 
or furnish, is performing or furnishing or has per-
formed or furnished labor, materials or services; 
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and that the claimant may claim a lien therefor; 
and 

B.  If an action to enforce the lien has been 
commenced in accordance with this section, no-
tice has been provided in accordance with section 
3261. 

If the claimant is a real estate licensee, the claimant 
shall also send notice by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, or provide actual written notice as de-
scribed in this subsection to the bona fide purchaser 
before the purchaser takes title to the premises on 
which the claimant's lien attaches.  If notice is not 
provided, the purchaser takes title free of this lien.  If 
notice provided by this subsection is filed, the lien 
claimant must also comply with the notice require-
ments of section 3253 and institute the legal action 
required by subsection 1 to the extent that this 
compliance is required in order to preserve the 
claimant's lien claim.  The notice provided by this 
subsection is only effective relative to a bona fide 
purchaser for value for the period of 120 days from the 
date of recording thereof provided that this notice may 
again be recorded any number of times, but further 
notices are also only effective relative to a bona fide 
purchaser for value for the period of 120 days each 
from the date of their respective recordings. 

Sec. 2.  10 MRSA §3261, as amended by PL 
1981, c. 585, §5, is repealed and the following enacted 
in its place: 

§3261. Certificate to be filed with register of deeds 

1.  Certificate of court clerk.  When a com-
plaint provided for in chapters 601 to 631 in which a 
lien is claimed on real estate is filed with the Superior 
Court or District Court clerk, the clerk shall forthwith, 
upon written request of the plaintiff's attorney, file a 
certificate setting forth the names of the parties, the 
date of the complaint and of the filing of the complaint 
and a description of the real estate as described in the 
complaint in the registry of deeds for the county or 
district in which the land is situated. 

2.  Notice of lien complaint.  When a complaint 
has been filed with the Superior Court or District 
Court pursuant to this chapter, the claimant shall, 
within 60 days of the date on which the complaint was 
filed, cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds for 
the county or district in which the land is situated 
either: 

A.  A certificate of the court clerk in accordance 
with subsection 1; 

B.  An affidavit of the claimant or claimant's at-
torney setting forth the name of the court in 
which the complaint was filed, the names of the 
parties, the date of the complaint and of the filing 

of the complaint, a description of the real estate 
as described in the complaint and the name, ad-
dress and telephone number of the claimant or 
the claimant's attorney; or 

C.  An attested copy of the complaint. 

3.  Failure to file notice of lien complaint.  The 
failure to file notice of a lien complaint in accordance 
with subsection 2 does not invalidate a lien, but if 
notice of the filing of a lien complaint is not recorded 
in the registry of deeds in accordance with this section 
before a bona fide purchaser takes title to the prem-
ises, the bona fide purchaser for value takes title free 
of the lien. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 312 

H.P. 380 - L.D. 505 

An Act Relating to the Northern New 
England Passenger Rail Authority 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, this Act expands the membership of 
the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority 
Board of Directors to include the Commissioner of 
Transportation and the Commissioner of Economic 
and Community Development; and 

Whereas, it is necessary for the new members 
of the board of directors to start work immediately to 
help facilitate the expansion and improvement of 
passenger rail service in Maine; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §8002, sub-§2, ¶D, as en-
acted by PL 1995, c. 374, §3, is amended to read: 

D.  The Dominion of Canada and any of its 
provinces. 

Sec. 2.  23 MRSA §8003, sub-§3 is enacted 
to read: 

3.  Responsibilities of State.  Nothing in this 
chapter precludes the State from acquiring railroad 
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