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PUBLIC LAW, c. 299

does not interfere with the operator's vision.
The use of lights may be revoked at any
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information that person receives from the department
unless the dissemination is otherwise allowed by law.

time by the fire chief.

(3) Members of an emergency medical ser-
vice licensed by Maine Emergency Medical
Services may display and use on a vehicle a

i i i red or red and
white combination flashing auxiliary lights
of the same proportion, in the same location
and under the same conditions as those
permitted municipal and volunteer fire-
fighters, when authorized by the chief offi-
cial of the emergency medical service. The
use of lights may be revoked at any time by
the chief official of the emergency medical
service.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 300
H.P. 618 - L.D. 867

An Act Regarding Child Protection
Proceedings

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA 84007, sub-85, as enacted
by PL 1985, c. 506, Pt. A, 842, is repealed.

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA 84008, sub-81, as enacted
by PL 1979, c. 733, §18, is amended to read:

1. Confidentiality of records and information.
All department records which that contain personally
identifying information and are created or obtained in
connection with the department's child protective
activities and activities related to a child while in the
care or custody of the department, and all information
contained in those records, are confidential and subject

to release c_)nl_y under the conditions of subsections 2

Within-the-department—the—records-—shall-be

and_ 3.

Within the department, the records are available only
to and may be used only by appropriate departmental
personnel and legal counsel for the department in
carrying out their functions.

Any person who receives department records or
information from the department may use the records
or_information only for the purposes for which that
release was intended. A person, including, but not
limited to, a child, parent, custodian or subject of a
record, may not further disseminate any record or

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA 84008, sub-82, A-1 is
enacted to read:

A-1. A law enforcement agency, to the extent
necessary for reporting, investigating and prose-
cuting an alleged crime, the victim of which is a
department employee, an employee of the Attor-
ney General's Office, an employee of any court
or court system, a person mandated to report sus-
pected abuse or neglect, a person who has made
a report to the department, a person who has pro-
vided information to the department or an attor-
ney, quardian ad litem, party, participant, witness
or _prospective witness in a child protection pro-

ceeding;

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA 84008, sub-82, f1D-1
and D-2 are enacted to read:

D-1. A parent, custodian or caretaker of a child
when the department believes the child may be at
risk of harm from the person who is the subject
of the records or information, with protection for
identity of reporters and other persons when ap-

propriate;

D-2. A party to a child protection proceeding,
when the records or information is relevant to the
proceeding, with protection for identity of re-
porters and other persons when appropriate;

Sec. 5. 22 MRSA 84008, sub-82, YE, as
amended by PL 2001, c. 696, 817, is further amended
to read:

E. A person having the legal responsibility or
authorization to evaluate, treat, educate, care for
or supervise a child, parent or custodian who is
the subject of a record, or a member of a panel
appointed by the department to review child
deaths and serious injuries, or a member of the
Domestic Abuse Homicide Review Panel estab-
lished under Title 19-A, section 4013, subsection
4. This includes a member of a treatment team
or group convened to plan for or treat a child or
family that is the subject of a record. This may
also include a member of a support team for fos-
ter parents, if that team has been reviewed and
approved by the department;

Sec. 6. 22 MRSA 84008, sub-82, ME-1 is
enacted to read:

E-1. A relative or other person whom the de-
partment is investigating for possible custody or
placement of the child;
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Sec. 7. 22 MRSA 84008, sub-82, 1, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 1989, c. 878, Pt. A, 863, is
amended to read:

I. The representative designated to provide child
welfare services by the tribe of an Indian child as
defined by the federal Indian Child Welfare Act,
25 United States Code, Section 1903, or a repre-

PUBLIC LAW, c. 301

81009. Recommendations to Legislature

Following a general election, the commission
may __solicit suggestions for improving campaign
financing and reporting and the administration of the
other areas within the commission's jurisdiction. The
commission _shall review the suggestions and may
submit legislation within 90 days of the general

sentative designated to provide child welfare ser-

election.

vices by an Indian tribe of Canada; and

Sec. 8. 22 MRSA 84008, sub-83, YA, as en-
acted by PL 1979, c. 733, 818, is amended to read:

A. The guardian ad littm of a child ramed-in-a

appointed pursuant to section 4005, subsection 1;1

Sec. 9. 22 MRSA 84008, sub-83, YA-1 is
enacted to read:

A-1. The court-appointed guardian ad litem,
visitor or attorney of a child who is the subject of
a court proceeding involving parental rights and
responsibilities, grandparent visitation, custody,
guardianship or_involuntary commitment. The
access of the guardian ad litem, visitor or attor-
ney to the records or information under this
paragraph is limited to reviewing the records in
the offices of the department. Any other use of
the information or records during the proceeding
in which the guardian ad litem, visitor or attorney
is appointed is governed by paragraph B;

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 301

S.P. 518 - L.D. 1500

An Act To ImErove Campaign
Financing and Reporting and the
Administration of the Maine Clean
Election Act

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 1 MRSA 81008, sub-86, as amended
by PL 2003, c. 20, Pt. J, 81, is further amended to
read:

6. Enhanced monitoring. To provide for en-
hanced monitoring and enforcement of election
practices and the electronic submission of reports and
computerized tracking of campaign, election and
lobbying information under the commission's
jurisdiction.

Sec. 2. 1 MRSA 81009 is enacted to read:

581

Sec. 3. 1 MRSA §1015, sub-83, YB, as en-
acted by PL 1997, c. 529, 81, is amended to read:

B. The Governor, a member of the Legislature
or any constitutional officer or the staff or agent
of the Governor, a member of the Legislature or
any constitutional officer may not intentionally
solicit or accept a contribution from a lobbyist,
lobbyist associate or employer during any period
of time in which the Legislature is convened be-
fore final adjournment, except for a qualifying
contribution as defined under Title 21-A, section
1122, subsection 7. A lobbyist, lobbyist associ-
ate or employer may not intentionally give, offer
or promise a contribution, other than a qualifying
contribution, to the Governor, a member of the
Legislature or any constitutional officer or the
staff or agent of the Governor, a member of the
Legislature or any constitutional officer during
any time in which the Legislature is convened
before final adjournment. These prohibitions
apply to direct and indirect solicitation, accep-
tance, giving, offering and promising, whether
through a political action committee, political
committee, political party or otherwise.

Sec. 4. 3 MRSA 8317, sub-82-A is enacted
to read:

2-A. Electronic filing. Beginning January 1,
2006, a lobbyist shall file monthly session reports
under subsection 1 and annual reports under subsec-
tion 2 through an electronic filing system developed
by the commission. The commission may make an
exception to this electronic filing requirement if a
lobbyist submits a written request that states that the
lobbyist lacks access to the technology or the techno-
logical ability to file reports electronically. The
request for an exception must be submitted at least 10
days prior to the deadline for the first report that the
lobbyist is required to file for the lobbying year. The
commission shall grant all reasonable requests for

exceptions.

Sec. 5. 21-A MRSA 81003, sub-81, as
amended by PL 1991, c. 839, 81 and affected by §34,
is further amended to read:

1. Investigations. The commission may ves-
tigate undertake audits and investigations to determine
the facts concerning the registration of a candidate,
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