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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2005

CHAPTER 295
S.P.573 - L.D. 1599

An Act Regarding the Commission
on Governmental Ethics and Election
Practices

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts of the
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect
before the expiration of the 90-day period in order to
ensure that a nomination to the Commission on
Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to fill a
vacancy created by an expired term is subject to
review by the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over legal affairs and to
confirmation by the Legislature; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 1 MRSA 81002, sub-81-A, f1F and
G, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 470, 82, are amended to
read:

F. Upon a vacancy during an unexpired term, the
term must be filled as provided in this paragraph
for the unexpired portion of the term only. The
nominee must be appointed by the Governor
from a list of 3 qualified candidates provided by
the leader of the party from the body of the Leg-
islature that suggested the appointee who created
the vacancy. If the vacancy during an unexpired
term was created by the commission member
who was appointed from the list of candidates
presented to the Governor by the leaders of each
party of each body of the Legislature jointly, the
nominee must be appointed from a list of 3 quali-
fied candidates provided jointly by the leaders of
each party of each body of the Legislature.
Nominees appointed pursuant to this paragraph
are subject to review by the joint standing com-
mittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
election practices and legislative ethics and to
confirmation by the L egislature.

G. Upon a vacancy created by an expired term,
the vacancy must be filled as provided in this
paragraph. The nominee must be appointed by
the Governor from a list of 3 qualified candidates
provided by the leader of the party from the body
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of the Legislature that suggested the appointee
whose term expired. When a vacancy is created
by an expired term of the commission member
who was appointed from the list of candidates
presented to the Governor by the leaders of each
party of each body of the Legislature jointly, the
nominee must be appointed from a list of 3 quali-
fied candidates provided jointly by the leaders of
each party of each body of the Legislature.
Nominees appointed pursuant to this paragraph
are subject to review by the joint standing com-
mittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
election practices and legislative ethics and to
confirmation by the L egislature.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 2, 2005.

CHAPTER 296

H.P. 1166 - L.D. 1652

An Act To Establish a Fair System
for the Protection of Volunteer
Firefighters' Employment

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 26 MRSA c. 7, sub-c. 4-C is enacted
to read:

SUBCHAPTER 4-C

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER; ABSENCE
FROM WORK

8809. Absence for emergency response

1. Definitions. As used in this subchapter,
unless the context otherwise indicates, the following
terms have the following meanings.

A. "Employer" means any private or public em-
ployer, including the State and political
subdivisions of the State.

B. "Responding to an emergency" means re-
sponding to, working at the scene of or returning
from a fire call, a hazardous or toxic materials
spill and cleanup or any other situation to which
the fire department has been dispatched.

C. "Volunteer firefighter" has the same meaning
as in Title 30-A, section 3151.
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