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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2005 PUBLIC LAW, C. 169 

B.  The investigating officer may cause the reg-
istered owner of the vehicle to be served with a 
summons for a violation of this subsection. 

C.  Except as provided in paragraph D, it is not a 
defense to a violation of this subsection that a 
registered owner was not operating the vehicle at 
the time of the violation. 

D.  The following are defenses to a violation of 
this subsection. 

(1)  If a person other than the registered 
owner is operating the vehicle at the time of 
the violation of subsection 4 and is con-
victed of that violation, the registered 
owner may not be found in violation of this 
subsection. 

(2)  If the registered owner is a lessor of 
vehicles and at the time of the violation the 
vehicle was in the possession of a lessee 
and the lessor provides the investigating of-
ficer with a copy of the lease agreement 
containing the information required by sec-
tion 254, the lessee, not the lessor, may be 
charged under this subsection. 

(3)  If the vehicle is operated using a dealer 
or transporter registration plate and at the 
time of the violation the vehicle was oper-
ated by any person other than the dealer or 
transporter and if the dealer or transporter 
provides the investigating officer with the 
name and address of the person who had 
control over the vehicle at the time of the 
violation, that person, not the dealer or 
transporter, may be charged under this sub-
section. 

(4)  If a report that the vehicle was stolen is 
provided to a law enforcement officer or 
agency before the violation occurs or within 
a reasonable time after the violation occurs 
and an investigation determines the vehicle 
was stolen, the registered owner may not be 
charged under this subsection. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 168 

S.P. 103 - L.D. 341 

An Act To Amend the Eligibility 
Requirements for the Maine 

Biomedical Research Program 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §13103, sub-§1, ¶A-2 is 
enacted to read: 

A-2. "Affiliate" means a corporation, limited li-
ability company or other entity that controls, is 
controlled by or is under common control with 
the applicant.  A majority of the membership, 
stock ownership or other voting authority is con-
clusively presumed to establish control. 

Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §13103, sub-§1-A is en-
acted to read: 

1-A.  Eligibility and fulfillment of require-
ments based on prior activity of affiliate.  Until July 
1, 2009, any one or more of the requirements of this 
subchapter, including eligibility requirements under 
subsection 1, paragraph B, may be satisfied by an 
applicant created after July 1, 2001 if that requirement 
is satisfied by one or more affiliates of the applicant 
and if at least one affiliate of the applicant received 
funding from the fund prior to July 1, 2005.  After July 
1, 2009, an applicant that has established eligibility 
pursuant to this subsection must itself meet all other 
requirements of this subchapter. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 169 

H.P. 271 - L.D. 358 

An Act To Limit Property Tax 
Abatement for Reasons of Poverty or 
Infirmity to Applicants' Residential 

Property 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §841, sub-§2, as repealed 
and replaced by PL 1987, c. 772, §15, is amended to 
read: 

2.  Infirmity or poverty.  The municipal officers 
or the State Tax Assessor for the unorganized territory, 
within 3 years from commitment, may, on their own 
knowledge or on written application therefor, make 
such abatements as they believe reasonable on the real 
and personal taxes on all persons the primary resi-
dence of any person who, by reason of infirmity or 
poverty, are is in their judgment unable to contribute 
to the public charges.  The municipal officers or the 
State Tax Assessor for the unorganized territory may 
extend the 3-year period within which they may make 
abatements under this subsection. 

Municipal officers or the State Tax Assessor for the 
unorganized territory shall: 
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