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SECOND SPECIAL SESSION - 2003 PUBLIC LAW, C. 699 

5.  Application.  This section applies to tax years 
beginning on or after January 1, 2004. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 699 

H.P. 1337 - L.D. 1815 

An Act To Establish the Maine Jobs, 
Trade and Democracy Act 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§79-A is 
enacted to read: 

79-A. 
Trade 

Citizen Trade 
Policy 
Commission 

Legislative 
Per Diem 
and 
Expenses 
for 
Legislators/ 
Expenses 
Only for 
Other 
Members 

10 
MRSA 
§11 

Sec. 2.  10 MRSA c. 1-A is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 1-A 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND THE 
ECONOMY 

§11.  Maine Jobs, Trade and Democracy Act 

1.  Short title.  This section may be known and 
cited as "the Maine Jobs, Trade and Democracy Act." 

2.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless 
the context otherwise indicates, the following terms 
have the following meanings. 

A.  "Commission" means the Citizen Trade Pol-
icy Commission established in Title 5, section 
12004-I, subsection 79-A. 

B.  "Trade agreement" means any agreement 
reached between the United States Government 
and any other country, countries or other inter-
national political entity or entities that proposes 
to regulate trade among the parties to the agree-
ment.  "Trade agreement" includes, but is not 
limited to, the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, agreements with the World Trade 
Organization and the proposed Free Trade Area 
of the Americas. 

3.  Purposes.  The commission is established to 
assess and monitor the legal and economic impacts of 
trade agreements on state and local laws, working 
conditions and the business environment; to provide a 
mechanism for citizens and Legislators to voice their 
concerns and recommendations; and to make policy 
recommendations designed to protect Maine's jobs, 
business environment and laws from any negative 
impact of trade agreements. 

4.  Membership.  The commission consists of 
the following members: 

A.  The following 17 voting members: 

(1)  Three Senators representing at least 2 
political parties, appointed by the President 
of the Senate; 

(2)  Three members of the House of Repre-
sentatives representing at least 2 political 
parties, appointed by the Speaker of the 
House; 

(3)  The Attorney General or the Attorney 
General's designee; 

(4)  Four members of the public, appointed 
by the Governor as follows: 

(a)  A small business person; 

(b)  A small farmer; 

(c)  A representative of a nonprofit or-
ganization that promotes fair trade 
policies; and 

(d)  A representative of a Maine-based 
corporation that is active in interna-
tional trade; 

(5)  Three members of the public appointed 
by the President of the Senate as follows: 

(a)  A health care professional; 

(b)  A representative of a Maine-based 
manufacturing business with 25 or 
more employees; and 

(c)  A representative of an economic 
development organization; and 

(6)  Three members of the public appointed 
by the Speaker of the House as follows: 

(a)  A person who is active in the or-
ganized labor community; 

(b)  A member of a nonprofit human 
rights organization; and 
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(c)  A member of a nonprofit envi-
ronmental organization. 

In making appointments of members of the pub-
lic, the appointing authorities shall make every 
effort to appoint representatives of generally rec-
ognized and organized constituencies of the in-
terest groups mentioned in subparagraphs (4), (5) 
and (6); and 

B.  The following 5 commissioners or the com-
missioners' designees of the following 5 depart-
ments who serve as ex officio, nonvoting 
members: 

(1)  Department of Labor; 

(2)  Department of Economic and Commu-
nity Development; 

(3)  Department of Environmental Protec-
tion; 

(4)  Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Resources; and 

(5)  Department of Human Services. 

5.  Terms; vacancies; limits.  Except for Legis-
lators, commissioners and the Attorney General, who 
serve terms coincident with their elective or appointed 
terms, all members are appointed for 3-year terms.  A 
vacancy must be filled by the same appointing 
authority that made the original appointment.  
Appointed members may not serve more than 2 terms.  
Members may continue to serve until their replace-
ments are designated.  A member may designate an 
alternate to serve on a temporary basis. 

6.  Chair; officers; rules.  The first-named Sen-
ate member and the first-named House of Representa-
tives member are cochairs of the commission.  The 
commission shall appoint other officers as necessary 
and make rules for orderly procedure. 

7.  Compensation.  Legislators who are mem-
bers of the commission are entitled to receive the 
legislative per diem and expenses as defined in Title 3, 
section 2 for their attendance to their duties under this 
chapter.  Other members are entitled to receive 
reimbursement of necessary expenses if they are not 
otherwise reimbursed by their employers or others 
whom they represent. 

8.  Staff.  The Office of Policy and Legal Analy-
sis shall provide the necessary staff support for the 
operation of the commission.  After one year, the 
commission shall assess the need for and qualifica-
tions of a staff person, for example, an executive 
director.  If the commission determines that it requires 

such a person, it may request additional funds from the 
Legislature. 

9.  Powers and duties.  The commission: 

A.  Shall meet at least twice annually; 

B.  Shall hear public testimony and recommen-
dations from the people of the State and qualified 
experts when appropriate at no fewer than 2 lo-
cations throughout the State each year on the 
actual and potential social, environmental, eco-
nomic and legal impacts of international trade 
agreements and negotiations on the State; 

C.  Shall conduct an annual assessment of the 
impacts of international trade agreements on 
Maine's state laws, municipal laws, working 
conditions and business environment; 

D.  Shall maintain active communications with 
and submit an annual report to the Governor, the 
Legislature, the Attorney General, municipalities, 
Maine's congressional delegation, the Maine In-
ternational Trade Center, the Maine Municipal 
Association, the United States Trade Represen-
tative's Office, the National Conference of State 
Legislatures and the National Association of At-
torneys General or the successor organization of 
any of these groups.  The commission shall make 
the report easily accessible to the public by way 
of a publicly accessible site on the Internet 
maintained by the State.  The report must contain 
information acquired pursuant to activities under 
paragraphs B and C; 

E.  Shall maintain active communications with 
any entity the commission determines appropri-
ate regarding ongoing developments in interna-
tional trade agreements and policy; 

F.  May recommend or submit legislation to the 
Legislature; 

G.  May recommend that the State support, or 
withhold its support from, future trade negotia-
tions or agreements; and 

H.  May examine any aspects of international 
trade, international economic integration and 
trade agreements that the members of the com-
mission consider appropriate. 

10.  Outside funding.  The commission may 
seek and accept outside funding to fulfill commission 
duties.  Prompt notice of solicitation and acceptance of 
funds must be sent to the Legislative Council.  All 
funds accepted must be forwarded to the Executive 
Director of the Legislative Council, along with an 
accounting that includes the amount received, the date 
that amount was received, from whom that amount 
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was received, the purpose of the donation and any 
limitation on use of the funds.  The executive director 
administers any funds received. 

11.  Evaluation.  By December 31, 2009, the 
commission shall conduct an evaluation of its 
activities and recommend to the Legislature whether to 
continue, alter or cease the commission's activities. 

Sec. 3.  Staggered terms.  Notwithstanding 
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 10, section 11, 
subsection 5, the appointing authorities for the original 
appointments of public members of the Citizen Trade 
Policy Commission shall designate their first appoint-
ment for a one-year term, their 2nd appointment for a 
2-year term and any other appointments for a 3-year 
term.  An initial term of one or 2 years may not be 
considered a full term for purposes of limiting the 
number of terms for which a member may serve. 

Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  
The following appropriations and allocations are 
made. 

LEGISLATURE 

Legislature 

Initiative:  Provides funds for the per diem and expenses for 
members of the Citizen Trade Policy Commission as well as public 
hearing and general operation expenses.  A base allocation in the 
amount of $500 is included below in the event outside sources of 
funding are received for this purpose. 

General Fund 2003-04 2004-05 
Personal Services $0 $1,320 
All Other 0 11,050 

 __________ __________ 
General Fund Total $0 $12,370 

Other Special Revenue Funds 2003-04 2004-05 
All Other $0 $500 

 __________ __________ 
Other Special Revenue  

Funds Total $0 $500 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 700 

H.P. 931 - L.D. 1257 

An Act To Amend the Laws 
Concerning Returnable Beverage 

Containers 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of 
the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days 
after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the ability of initiators of deposit to 
enter into commingling agreements is of great benefit 

to those initiators, to redemption centers, to the 
environment and to the citizens of this State; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §1866, sub-§4, ¶E is en-
acted to read: 

E.  Notwithstanding provisions of this subsection 
to the contrary, if a commingling agreement for a 
product group was filed with the department by 
March 1, 2004, an initiator of deposit, whether or 
not a party to that agreement, is not required to 
pay the 1/2¢ handling fee increase required by 
this subsection until July 1, 2004 for beverage 
containers in that product group picked up by the 
initiator between March 1, 2004 and July 1, 
2004.  Beginning July 1, 2004, an initiator of de-
posit shall pay the 1/2¢ handling fee increase for 
beverage containers in that product group picked 
up by the initiator between March 1, 2004 and 
July 1, 2004 that are not covered by a qualified 
commingling agreement as of July 1, 2004. 

Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §1866-E, sub-§§2, 4 and 
5, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 499, §8, are amended to 
read: 

2.  Reports.  An initiator of deposit shall report 
to the executive director of Maine Revenue Services 
within the Department of Administrative and Financial 
Services State Tax Assessor by the 20th day of each 
month concerning transactions affecting its deposit 
transaction fund in the preceding month.  The report 
must be in a form prescribed by the executive director 
assessor and must include: the number of nonrefillable 
beverage containers sold and the number of nonre-
fillable beverage containers returned in the applicable 
month; the amount of deposits received in and 
payments made from the fund in the applicable month 
and the most recent 3-month period; any income 
earned on amounts in the fund during the applicable 
month; the balance in the fund at the close of the 
applicable month; and such other information as the 
executive director assessor may require to perform the 
duties of this section.  The report required by this 
subsection must be treated by the assessor as a return, 
as the term is defined by Title 36, section 111, 
subsection 4. 

4.  Transfer of abandoned deposit amounts.  
By the 20th day of each month, an initiator shall turn 
over to the executive director of Maine Revenue 
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