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PUBLIC LAW, C. 693 SECOND SPECIAL SESSION - 2003 

tion 1, but may not include creditable service un-
der section 17760, subsection 2 3. 

Sec. 6.  5 MRSA §17851, sub-§6, ¶B, as en-
acted by PL 1985, c. 801, §§5 and 7, is amended to 
read: 

B.  Retires after completing 20 years of credit-
able service in that capacity, which may include 
creditable service under section 17760, subsec-
tion 1, but may not include creditable service un-
der section 17760, subsection 2 3. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 694 

H.P. 1472 - L.D. 1965 

An Act Regarding Penalties Assessed 
by the Bureau of Forestry 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §8870 is enacted to read: 

§8870.  Penalties 

1. Civil violation.  A person who violates a rule 
adopted pursuant to section 8869, subsection 14 or a 
condition or term of a permit, variance or decision 
issued by the director or the commissioner in accor-
dance with rules adopted pursuant to section 8869, 
subsection 14 commits a civil violation. 

2.  Penalty.  Except as provided in subsection 3, 
the following penalties apply to violations of this 
section. 

A.  A person who violates this section commits a 
civil violation for which a fine of not less than 
$100 and not more than $1,000 may be adjudged 
for each day of that violation. 

B.  A person who violates this section after hav-
ing previously been adjudicated of a violation of 
this section within the previous 5-year period 
commits a civil violation for which a fine of not 
less than $1,000 but not more than $2,000 may 
be adjudged for each day of that violation. 

3.  Economic benefit.  If the economic benefit 
resulting from the violation exceeds the applicable 
penalties under subsection 2, the maximum fines may 
be increased.  The maximum fine may not exceed an 
amount equal to twice the economic benefit resulting 
from the violation.  The bureau shall consider as 
economic benefit, without limitation, the costs avoided 
or the enhanced value accrued at the time of the 

violation by the violator as a result of not complying 
with the applicable legal requirements. 

4. Effective date.  This section takes effect Janu-
ary 2, 2005. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 695 

H.P. 1413 - L.D. 1912 

An Act To Implement Certain 
Recommendations of the Governor's 

Task Force on ATV Issues 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of 
the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days 
after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, certain provisions of this legislation 
must take effect as soon as possible to avoid severe 
damage to certain ATV trails; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

PART A 

Sec. A-1.  12 MRSA §7857, sub-§26 is en-
acted to read: 

26.  Unlawful operating ATV on temporarily 
closed trail.  A person may not operate an ATV on 
any section of a trail posted with a notice of temporary 
closure in accordance with this subsection.  The notice 
must specify the section of trail that is closed and the 
period of the closure and must be conspicuously 
posted at each end of the closed section of the trail. 

A.  A person who violates this subsection com-
mits a civil violation for which a fine of not less 
than $100 nor more than $500 may be adjudged. 

B.  A person who violates this subsection after 
having been adjudicated of having committed 3 
or more civil violations under this Part within the 
previous 5-year period commits a Class E crime. 

PART B 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 
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