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SECOND SPECIAL SESSION - 2003 PUBLIC LAW, C. 606 

nances that the office has determined are 
consistent with the comprehensive plan; 
and 

(3)  Third, to a municipality that has 
adopted a comprehensive plan that the of-
fice has determined is consistent with the 
procedures, goals and guidelines of this 
subchapter. 

If a municipality has submitted a comprehensive 
plan, zoning ordinance or growth management 
program to the office for review, the time for the 
office to respond as established in section 
4347-A has expired and the office has not 
provided its comments or findings to the 
municipality, a state agency when awarding a 
grant or making a discretionary investment under 
this subsection may not give preference over the 
municipality to another municipality. 

B.  This subsection applies to: 

(1)  Programs that assist in the acquisition 
of land for conservation, natural resource 
protection, open space or recreational fa-
cilities under Title 5, chapter 353; and 

(2)  Programs intended to: 

(a)  Accommodate or encourage addi-
tional growth and development; 

(b)  Improve, expand or construct 
public facilities; or 

(c)  Acquire land for conservation or 
management of specific economic and 
natural resource concerns. 

C.  This subsection does not apply to state grants 
or other assistance for sewage treatment facili-
ties, public health programs or education. 

D.  The office shall work with state agencies to 
prepare mechanisms for establishing preferences 
in specific investment and grant programs as de-
scribed in paragraph B. 

Sec. 3.  Effective date.  This Act takes effect 
July 1, 2005. 

Effective July 1, 2005. 

CHAPTER 605 

H.P. 1239 - L.D. 1663 

An Act To Provide Assistance to 
Municipalities Regarding Downtown 

Rehabilitation Building Codes 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §3305, sub-§1, ¶D, as 
amended by PL 1995, c. 395, Pt. D, §1, is further 
amended to read: 

D.  Upon request provide technical assistance to 
local and regional planning groups in the fields 
of planning, public housing and urban renewal.  
The office shall make available to municipalities 
and regional planning agencies existing informa-
tion from state agencies to be used in the devel-
opment of comprehensive plans and land use 
ordinances.  The director shall oversee delivery 
of technical assistance and resources to munici-
palities for the purpose of flood plain manage-
ment activities and enhancing and expanding 
parks, open spaces and recreational opportunities 
as a part of comprehensive community develop-
ment.  Within available resources, the director 
shall provide technical assistance to municipali-
ties and regional planning organizations in the 
development and implementation of local com-
prehensive land use plans and local building 
codes and those local building rehabilitation 
codes that are consistent with any model building 
codes adopted by the State; 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 606 

H.P. 1252 - L.D. 1730 

An Act To Create the Position of 
Director of Energy Programs at the 

Public Utilities Commission 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §107, sub-§2, ¶A, as 
amended by PL 1997, c. 586, §2, is further amended to 
read: 

A.  The general counsel, the administrative di-
rector, the assistant administrative director,  the 
director of finance, the director of technical 
analysis, the director of energy programs and the 
director of consumer assistance  serve at the 
pleasure of the commission and their salaries  
must be set by the commission within the ranges 
established by Title 2, section 6-A. 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §107, sub-§2, ¶C, as 
amended by PL 1997, c. 586, §3, is further amended to 
read: 
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