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SECOND SPECIAL SESSION - 2003 PUBLIC LAW, C. 527 

entity may collect and receive money from the time-
share owners for the purpose of paying the assessment. 

3.  Authority of utility to require assessment 
collection.  Notwithstanding section 593, subsection 2, 
on written request of a utility, a managing entity shall 
collect and receive money from the time-share owners 
in accordance with this subsection for the purpose of 
paying assessments. 

A.  The utility shall provide the managing entity 
a combined or total utility bill and any additional 
information that may be reasonably useful for the 
managing entity to allocate the cost of utility ser-
vice to the time-share owners. 

B.  The managing entity shall maintain an escrow 
account with a financial institution licensed by 
the State and deposit any money collected or re-
ceived for the utility's assessments in the escrow 
account within 10 days after collection or receipt.  
The escrow account must be established in the 
names of both the managing entity and the util-
ity.  A withdrawal may not be made from the es-
crow account without the written agreement of 
the utility. 

C.  Prior to the delinquency date established by 
the utility, the managing entity shall pay to the 
utility all money deposited in the escrow account 
under paragraph B for the purpose of paying the 
assessment.  If the amount paid from the escrow 
account is not sufficient to discharge all assess-
ments due and owing: 

(1)  The managing entity shall pay the dif-
ference and, in accordance with section 
594, place a lien on those time-share estates 
whose owners have not contributed their 
apportioned share to the escrow account; or 

(2)  At the request of the utility, the man-
aging entity shall provide a list identifying 
the delinquent owners and their interests, 
including periods of ownership, and the 
utility may proceed to collect the assess-
ments from those interests as allowed by 
law.  If the utility uses any lien procedure 
available to it under law to collect delin-
quent assessments on time-share estates, 
any required notice of the lien that the util-
ity sends to a time-share estate owner must 
also be given to the managing entity or left 
at the managing entity's last and usual place 
of abode or the utility must send to the 
managing entity by certified mail, return re-
ceipt requested, either a copy of the notice 
sent to the time-share estate owner or a no-
tice that lists all time-share estate owners to 
whom notices have been delivered.  For 

sending the notice or notices to the manag-
ing entity, the utility may receive $5 plus all 
certified mail, return receipt requested fees 
and the cost of any photocopying. 

4.  Exercise of other utility authority not pre-
cluded.  Nothing in this section limits the authority of 
a utility and a managing entity to make other mutually 
acceptable arrangements for collection of assessments.  
Nothing in this section limits the authority of a utility 
to take any other action available under law to collect 
and recover assessments. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective March 3, 2004. 

CHAPTER 527 

H.P. 1236 - L.D. 1660 

An Act To Clarify the Law 
Pertaining to the Discharge of a 

Firearm near a Dwelling 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §11209, as enacted by PL 
2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. D, §7, is 
amended to read: 

§11209. Discharge of firearm near dwelling 

1.  Prohibition.  A person may not: 

A.  Unless a relevant municipal ordinance pro-
vides otherwise and except as provided in sec-
tions 12401 and 12402, discharge a firearm 
within 100 yards of a residential dwelling or a 
farm building used for sheltering livestock, ma-
chines or harvested crops without the permission 
of the owner or, in the owner's absence, of an 
adult occupant of that dwelling; or 

B.  Possess a wild animal or wild bird taken in 
violation of this subsection, except as otherwise 
provided in this Part. 

This subsection may not be construed to prohibit a 
person from killing or taking a wild animal in 
accordance with sections 12401 and 12402. 

A person who violates this subsection commits a Class 
E crime. 

See title page for effective date. 
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