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FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2003 PUBLIC LAW, C. 502 

interpreted as substantively the same as the original 
compact. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 501 

H.P. 880 - L.D. 1206 

An Act To Encourage Responsible 
Employment Practices 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §1816-A, sub-§2, ¶I is en-
acted to read: 

I.  An equivalent basis for cost comparison be-
tween state employee and private contractor pro-
vision of services is calculated, as established by 
rules adopted by the State Purchasing Agent pur-
suant to section 1825-B, subsection 11, and it is 
determined that the private contractor provides 
the best value. 

Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §1825-B, sub-§11 is en-
acted to read: 

11.  Rulemaking; unfair competition.  State 
departments and agencies may not achieve cost 
savings due to cost differentials that derive from a 
bidder's failure to provide health and retirement 
benefits to its employees.  The State Purchasing Agent 
shall adopt rules governing the purchase of services 
and the awarding of grants or contracts for personal 
services to establish a basis for bid price and cost 
comparison among businesses that provide health and 
retirement benefits to their employees and those that 
do not provide these benefits.  The rules must include 
a methodology for calculating bid price and cost 
differentials for services provided by businesses and 
state employees due to the provision of health and 
retirement benefits for employees.  The rules must 
adjust the bid prices to establish an equivalent basis 
for bid price and cost comparison among businesses 
when awarding contracts and between businesses and 
state employees when determining whether or not a 
contract is permitted under section 1816-A.  These 
rules must apply to all state departments and agencies.  
Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine 
technical rules as defined in chapter 375, subchapter 
2-A. 

Sec. 3.  Effective date.  Section 1 of this Act 
takes effect on July 1, 2004. 

See title page for effective date, unless otherwise 
indicated. 

CHAPTER 502 

H.P. 1036 - L.D. 1414 

An Act To Amend the Laws 
Regarding Storage of Sand and Salt 
and To Provide Funding for State 
and Municipal Storage Facilities 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §413, sub-§2-D, as 
amended by PL 1999, c. 387, §4, is further amended to 
read: 

2-D.  Exemptions; road salt or sand-salt stor-
age piles.  The commissioner may exempt any road 
salt or sand-salt storage area from the need to obtain a 
license under this section for discharges to groundwa-
ters of the State when the commissioner finds that the 
exempt activity will not have a significant adverse 
effect on the quality or classifications of the ground-
waters of the State.  In making this finding, the 
commissioner's review must include, but is not limited 
to, the location, structure and operation of the storage 
area.  

Owners of salt storage areas shall register the location 
of storage areas with the department on or before 
January 1, 1986. As required by section 411, the 
department shall prioritize municipal or quasi-
municipal sand-salt storage areas prior to November 1, 
1986. 

New or existing salt or sand-salt storage areas 
registered after October 1, 1999 may be exempt from 
licensing under this section as long as such areas 
comply with siting, operational and best management 
practices adopted by rule by the department.  Storage 
areas other than those owned by municipalities or 
counties and registered prior to October 1, 1999 are 
exempt from licensing under this section as long as 
such areas comply with section 451-A, subsection 1-A 
and with operational and best management practices 
adopted by rule by the department.  Rules adopted 
pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as 
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A 2-A. 

Storage areas owned by the Department of Transpor-
tation and registered prior to October 1, 1999 are not 
in violation of best management practice rules adopted 
by the department pursuant to this subsection if the 
Department of Transportation complies with the 
reporting requirements in section 451-A. 

Sec. 2.  38 MRSA §451-A, sub-§1-B is en-
acted to read: 

1-B.  Department of Transportation storage 
areas.  A sand and salt storage area owned by the 
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