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FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2003

CHAPTER 489

H.P. 1054 - L.D. 1435

An Act To Clarify Immunity and
Workers' Compensation for Search
and Rescue Volunteers

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA 88102, sub-81, as
amended by PL 1995, c. 196, Pt. D, 81, is further
amended to read:

1. Employee. "Employee" means a person
acting on behalf of a governmental entity in any
official capacity, whether temporarily or permanently,
and whether with or without compensation from local,
state or federal funds, including elected or appointed
officials; volunteer firefighters as defined in Title
30-A, section 3151; emergency medical service
personnel; members and staff of the Consumer
Advisory Board pursuant to Title 34-B, section 1216;
members of the Maine National Guard but only while
performing state active service pursuant to Title 37-B;
and sheriffs' deputies as defined in Title 30-A, section
381 when they are serving orders pursuant to section
3135;;_and persons while performing a search and
rescue activity when requested by a state, county or
local governmental entity, but the term "employee"
does not mean a person or other legal entity acting in
the capacity of an independent contractor under
contract to the governmental entity.

Sec. 2. 39-A MRSA §102, sub-811, 1F is
enacted to read:

F. A person certified by the Director of the
Maine Emergency Management Agency within
the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emer-
gency Management as a qualified search and res-
cue worker is an employee of the State within the
meaning of this Act while that person is per-
forming search and rescue activity at the request
of a state, county or local government entity. In
computing the average weekly wage of a certi-
fied search and rescue worker injured while per-
forming such activity, the average weekly wage
must be taken to be the earning capacity of the
injured employee in the occupation in which the
employee is regularly engaged.

Sec. 3. Appropriations and allocations.
The following appropriations and allocations are
made.

INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE,
DEPARTMENT OF

1361

PUBLIC LAW, c. 490

Departmentwide - Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife 0600

Initiative:  Allocates funds for the purchase of
workers' compensation coverage for search and rescue
workers as certified by the Director of the Maine
Emergency Management Agency pursuant to the
provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 39-A,
section 102, subsection 11, paragraph F.

Other Special Revenue Funds 2003-04 2004-05
Personal Services $8,000 $8,000

Other Special Revenue
Funds Total $8,000 $8,000

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 490

H.P. 976 - L.D. 1322

An Act To Make Supplemental
Highway Allocations for the
Expenditures of State Government
and To Change Certain Provisions of
the Law Necessary to the Proper
Operations of State Government for
the Fiscal Years Ending June 30,
2004 and June 30, 2005

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of
the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days
after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, the 90-day period may not terminate
until after the beginning of the next fiscal year; and

Whereas, certain obligations and expenses in-
cident to the operation of state departments and
institutions will become due and payable immediately;
and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

PART A

Sec. A-1. Supplemental allocations. There
are appropriated and allocated from various funds for
the fiscal years ending June 30, 2004 and June 30,
2005, to the departments listed, the following sums.

PUBLIC SAFETY, DEPARTMENT OF
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