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§3255.    Jurisdiction to modify child support order 
of another state when individual parties 
reside in State 

1.  Jurisdiction to modify.  If all of the parties 
who are individuals reside in this State and the child 
does not reside in the issuing state, a tribunal of this 
State has jurisdiction to enforce and to modify the 
issuing state's child support order in a proceeding to 
register that order. 

2.  Application of laws.  A tribunal of this State 
exercising jurisdiction under this section shall apply 
the provisions of subchapters 1 and 2-A, this sub-
chapter and the procedural and substantive law of this 
State to the proceeding for enforcement or modifica-
tion. Subchapters 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8 do not apply. 

§3256.  Notice to issuing tribunal of modification 

Within 30 days after issuance of a modified 
child-support order, the party obtaining the modifica-
tion shall file a certified copy of the order with the 
issuing tribunal that had continuing, exclusive 
jurisdiction over the earlier order, and in each tribunal 
in which the party knows the earlier order has been 
registered. A party who obtains the order and fails to 
file a certified copy is subject to appropriate sanctions 
by a tribunal in which the issue of failure to file arises. 
The failure to file does not affect the validity or 
enforceability of the modified order of the new 
tribunal having continuing, exclusive jurisdiction. 

§3257.    Jurisdiction to modify child support order 
of foreign country or political subdivision 

1.  Assumption of jurisdiction.  If a foreign 
country or political subdivision that is a state will not 
or may not modify its order pursuant to its laws, a 
tribunal of this State may assume jurisdiction to 
modify the child support order and bind all individuals 
subject to the personal jurisdiction of the tribunal 
whether or not the consent to modification of a child 
support order otherwise required of the individual 
pursuant to section 3253 has been given or whether the 
individual seeking modification is a resident of this 
State or of the foreign country or political subdivision. 

2.  Controlling order.  An order issued pursuant 
to this section is the controlling order. 

Sec. 46.  19-A MRSA §3301, as enacted by 
PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is 
amended to read: 

§3301. Proceeding to determine parentage 

1.  Responding court.  A tribunal court of this 
State authorized to determine parentage of a child may 
serve as an initiating or a responding tribunal in a 
proceeding to determine parentage brought under this 

chapter or a law substantially similar to this chapter, 
the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act 
or the Revised Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of 
Support Act to determine that the petitioner is a parent 
of a particular child or to determine that a respondent 
is a parent of that child. 

2.  Law applied.  In a proceeding to determine 
parentage, a responding tribunal of this State shall 
apply the procedural and substantive laws of this State, 
including provisions for blood or tissue-typing tests, 
and the rules of this State on choice of law. 

Sec. 47.  19-A MRSA §3352, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. 
E, §2, is amended to read: 

2.  Criminal charge in another state.  If, under 
this chapter or a law substantially similar to this 
chapter, the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of 
Support Act or the Revised Uniform Reciprocal 
Enforcement of Support Act, the governor of another 
state makes a demand that the Governor surrender an 
individual charged criminally in that state with having 
failed to provide for the support of a child or other 
individual to whom a duty of support is owed, the 
Governor may require a prosecutor to investigate the 
demand and report whether a proceeding for support 
has been initiated or would be effective. If it appears 
that a proceeding would be effective but has not been 
initiated, the Governor may delay honoring the 
demand for a reasonable time to permit the initiation 
of a proceeding. 

Sec. 48.  19-A MRSA §3401, as enacted by 
PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is 
amended to read: 

§3401.  Uniformity of application and construction 

This chapter must be applied and construed to 
effectuate its general purpose to make uniform In 
applying and construing this Act, consideration must 
be given to the need to promote uniformity of the law 
with respect to the its subject of this chapter matter 
among states enacting that enact it. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 437 

H.P. 368 - L.D. 476 

An Act To Protect Maine Families 
When Workplace Fatalities Occur 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 
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Sec. 1.  39-A MRSA §102, sub-§4, ¶H, as 
enacted by PL 1991, c. 885, Pt. A, §8 and affected by 
§§9 to 11, is amended to read: 

H. "Average weekly wages, earnings or salary" 
does not include any fringe or other benefits paid 
by the employer that continue during the disabil-
ity. Any fringe or other benefit paid by the em-
ployer that does not continue during the 
disability must be included for purposes of de-
termining an employee's average weekly wage to 
the extent that the inclusion of the fringe or other 
benefit will not result in a weekly benefit amount 
that is greater than 2/3 of the state average 
weekly wage at the time of injury.  The limita-
tion on including discontinued fringe or other 
benefits only to the extent that such inclusion 
does not result in a weekly benefit amount 
greater than 2/3 of the state average weekly wage 
at the time of injury does not apply if the injury 
results in the employee's death. 

Sec. 2.  Application.  This Act applies to cal-
culations of death benefits made on or after the 
effective date of this Act. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 438 

H.P. 623 - L.D. 846 

An Act To Protect Health Care 
Practitioners Responding to Public 

Health Threats 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §816, sub-§1, as enacted 
by PL 1989, c. 487, §11, is amended to read: 

1.  For private institutions.  Any private insti-
tution, its employees or agents shall be are immune 
from civil liability to the extent provided in Title 14, 
chapter 741, as if that institution were a state agency 
and its employees and agents were state employees, 
for any acts taken to provide for the confinement or 
restraint of a person committed pursuant to this 
chapter or for participating in reporting under this 
chapter, or for engaging in any prescribed care within 
the meaning of this chapter in support of the State's 
response to a declared extreme public health emer-
gency in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter and Title 37-B, chapter 13, subchapter 2. 

Sec. 2.  24 MRSA §2904, as repealed and re-
placed by PL 1995, c. 625, Pt. C, §3, is repealed and 
the following enacted in its place: 

§2904.   Immunity from civil liability for volunteer 
activities 

1.  Health care practitioners.  Notwithstanding 
any inconsistent provision of any public or private and 
special law, an individual is not liable for an injury or 
death arising from medical services provided as 
described in this subsection unless the injury or death 
was caused willfully, wantonly or recklessly or by 
gross negligence of the individual if that individual is: 

A.  A licensed health care practitioner who vol-
untarily, without the expectation or receipt of 
monetary or other compensation either directly 
or indirectly, provides professional services 
within the scope of that health care practitioner's 
licensure: 

(1)  To a nonprofit organization; 

(2)  To an agency of the State or any politi-
cal subdivision of the State; 

(3)  To members or recipients of services of 
a nonprofit organization or state or local 
agency; 

(4)  To support the State's response to a 
public health threat as defined in Title 22, 
section 801, subsection 10; 

(5)  To support the State's response to an 
extreme public health emergency as defined 
in Title 22, section 801, subsection 4-A; or 

(6)  To support the State's response to a dis-
aster as defined in Title 37-B, section 703, 
subsection 2; or 

B.  An emergency medical services' person who 
voluntarily, without the expectation or receipt of 
monetary or other compensation either directly 
or indirectly, provides emergency medical ser-
vices within the scope of that person's licensure: 

(1)  To support the State's response to a 
public health threat as defined in Title 22, 
section 801, subsection 10; 

(2)  To support the State's response to an 
extreme public health emergency as defined 
in Title 22, section 801, subsection 4-A; or 

(3)  To support the State's response to a dis-
aster as defined in Title 37-B, section 703, 
subsection 2. 

2.  Retired physicians, podiatrists and dentists.  
Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of any 
public or private and special law, a licensed physician, 
podiatrist or dentist who has retired from practice and 
who voluntarily, without the expectation or receipt of 
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