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FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2003 PUBLIC LAW, C. 213 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective May 19, 2003. 

CHAPTER 212 

H.P. 435 - L.D. 572 

An Act To Change the Process of 
Enforcement of a Municipality's 

Obligations to a School 
Administrative District 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §1310, sub-§6, as en-
acted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 and 8, is repealed and 
the following enacted in its place: 

6.  Enforcement.  If a municipal treasurer fails 
to pay the installment due, or any part, on the dates 
required, to initiate collection procedures, the treasurer 
of the school administrative district may notify the 
municipal treasurer of the failure to pay.  Interest 
accrues on each unpaid installment at the rate 
established under Title 36, section 186 beginning on 
the 60th day after the date the installment is due under 
subsection 4.  If payment of an installment is not made 
within 60 days after the due date, the treasurer of the 
district may initiate an action in Superior Court to 
compel payment of the delinquent installment.  The 
court shall determine the amount owed by the 
municipality to the district and shall order the 
municipal treasurer to pay all delinquent installments, 
accrued interest and any court costs and reasonable 
attorney's fees incurred by the district.  To ensure 
prompt payment of the delinquent installments, the 
court may require that amounts due to the municipality 
from the State under Title 30-A, section 5681 and 
Title 36, sections 578 and 685 be paid to the district 
until the amount determined by the court is satisfied.  
The court shall promptly notify the disbursing state 
agency of the determination and direct the agency to 
make the required change in payee and the amounts to 
be paid.  If additional funds are needed to satisfy the 
amount determined by the court to be paid to the 
district, the court may order the attachment or trustee 
process and sale of real or personal property owned by 
the municipality or the attachment of the municipal-
ity's bank accounts or require property tax payments to 
the municipality to be turned over to the court and 
may pay the amount owed the district from the 
proceeds and return any excess to the municipality. 

Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §1703, sub-§6, as en-
acted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 and 8, is repealed and 
the following enacted in its place: 

6.  Enforcement.  If a municipal treasurer fails 
to pay the installment due, or any part, on the dates 
required, to initiate collection procedures, the treasurer 
of the community school district may notify the 
municipal treasurer of the failure to pay.  Interest 
accrues on each unpaid installment at the rate 
established under Title 36, section 186 beginning on 
the 60th day after the date the installment is due under 
subsection 4.  If payment of an installment is not made 
within 60 days after the due date, the treasurer of the 
district may initiate an action in Superior Court to 
compel payment of the delinquent installment.  The 
court shall determine the amount owed by the 
municipality to the district and shall order the 
municipal treasurer to pay all delinquent installments, 
accrued interest and any court costs and reasonable 
attorney's fees incurred by the district.  To ensure 
prompt payment of the delinquent installments, the 
court may require that amounts due to the municipality 
from the State under Title 30-A, section 5681 and 
Title 36, sections 578 and 685 be paid to the district 
until the amount determined by the court is satisfied.  
The court shall promptly notify the disbursing state 
agency of the determination and direct the agency to 
make the required change in payee and the amounts to 
be paid.  If additional funds are needed to satisfy the 
amount determined by the court to be paid to the 
district, the court may order the attachment or trustee 
process and sale of real or personal property owned by 
the municipality or the attachment of the municipal-
ity's bank accounts or require property tax payments to 
the municipality to be turned over to the court and 
may pay the amount owed the district from the 
proceeds and return any excess to the municipality. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 213 

H.P. 358 - L.D. 466 

An Act Concerning the Issuance of a 
Temporary Liquor License 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  28-A MRSA §653, sub-§1, as 
amended by PL 2001, c. 500, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

1.  Hearings.  The municipal officers or, in the 
case of unincorporated places, the county commis-
sioners of the county in which the unincorporated 
place is located, shall may hold a public hearing for 
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the consideration of applications for new on-premise 
on-premises licenses and applications for transfer of 
location of existing on-premise on-premises licenses.  
The municipal officers or county commissioners may 
hold a public hearing for the consideration of requests 
for renewal of licenses, except that when an applicant 
has held a license for the prior 5 years and a complaint 
has not been filed against the applicant within that 
time, the applicant may request a waiver of the 
hearing. 

A.  The bureau shall prepare and supply applica-
tion forms. 

B.  The municipal officers or the county commis-
sioners, as the case may be, shall provide public 
notice of any hearing held under this section by 
causing a notice, at the applicant's prepaid ex-
pense, stating the name and place of hearing, to 
appear on at least 3 consecutive days before the 
date of hearing in a daily newspaper having gen-
eral circulation in the municipality where the 
premises are located or one week before the date 
of the hearing in a weekly newspaper having 
general circulation in the municipality where the 
premises are located. 

C.  If the municipal officers or the county com-
missioners, as the case may be, fail to take final 
action on an application for a new on-premise 
on-premises license, for or transfer of the loca-
tion of an existing on-premise on-premises li-
cense within 60 days of the filing of an 
application, the application is deemed approved 
and ready for action by the bureau.  For purposes 
of this paragraph, the date of filing of the appli-
cation is the date the application is received by 
the municipal officers or county commissioners.  
This paragraph applies to all applications pend-
ing before municipal officers or county commis-
sioners as of the effective date of this paragraph 
as well as all applications filed on or after the 
effective date of this paragraph.  This paragraph 
applies to an existing on-premise on-premises 
license that has been extended pending renewal.  
The municipal officers or the county commis-
sioners shall take final action on an on-premise 
on-premises license that has been extended 
pending renewal within 120 days of the filing of 
the application. 

D.  If an application is approved by the munici-
pal officers or the county commissioners but the 
bureau finds, after inspection of the premises and 
the records of the applicant, that the applicant 
does not qualify for the class of license applied 
for, the bureau shall notify the applicant of that 
fact in writing.  The bureau shall give the appli-
cant 30 days to file an amended application for 
the appropriate class of license, accompanied by 

any additional license fee, with the municipal 
officers or county commissioners, as the case 
may be.  If the applicant fails to file an amended 
application within 30 days, the original applica-
tion must be denied by the bureau.  The bureau 
shall notify the applicant in writing of its deci-
sion to deny the application including the reasons 
for the denial and the rights of appeal of the ap-
plicant. 

Sec. 2.  28-A MRSA §1051, sub-§2-A is en-
acted to read: 

2-A.  Temporary license upon transfer of 
ownership.  An applicant applying for a new license, 
in accordance with subsection 2, resulting from the 
transfer of ownership of an existing on-premises 
license may simultaneously apply to the bureau for a 
temporary on-premises license.  The bureau may issue 
a temporary license upon application unless the 
municipal officers or county commissioners notify the 
bureau of their objection to the issuance of the license.  
A temporary license issued in accordance with this 
subsection is valid from the date it is issued until a 
decision is made on the application for an annual on-
premises license or for 60 days, whichever is shorter.  
The fee for a temporary license issued under this 
subsection is $100. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 214 

S.P. 408 - L.D. 1277 

An Act To Allow a Retiree Eligible 
for State-paid Health Insurance 

Coverage To Decline Coverage and 
Reenroll at a Later Date 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §285, sub-§3-C is enacted 
to read: 

3-C.  Retirees may decline coverage and reen-
roll.  A retiree eligible for a group health plan under 
subsection 1, paragraph G may elect to decline or to 
withdraw from coverage under the plan and to reenroll 
in the plan at a later date pursuant to the provisions of 
this subsection. 

A.  The retiree must demonstrate that the retiree 
was covered under this plan or another health 
insurance plan for at least 18 months immedi-
ately prior to reenrollment or that health insur-
ance coverage for that person pursuant to the 
Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation 
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