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PUBLIC LAW, C. 209 FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2003 

CHAPTER 209 

H.P. 156 - L.D. 197 

An Act to Require Flashing Lights 
for Private Snow Plows 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  29-A MRSA §2054, sub-§2, ¶C, as 
amended by PL 2001, c. 360, §6, is further amended to 
read: 

C.  The use of amber lights on vehicles is gov-
erned by the following. 

(1)  A vehicle engaged in highway mainte-
nance or in emergency rescue operations by 
civil defense and public safety agencies and 
a public utility emergency service vehicle 
may be equipped with auxiliary lights that 
emit an amber light. 

(2)  A wrecker must be equipped with a 
flashing light mounted on top of the vehicle 
in such a manner as to emit an amber light 
over a 360° angle.  The light must be in use 
on a public way or a place where public 
traffic may reasonably be anticipated when 
servicing, freeing, loading, unloading or 
towing a vehicle. 

(3)  A vehicle engaged in snow removal or 
sanding operations on a public way must be 
equipped with and display at least 2 auxil-
iary lights mounted on the highest practical 
point on the vehicle and provide visible 
light coverage over a 360° range.  The 
lights must emit an amber beam of light, be 
at least 6 inches in diameter and be 
equipped with blinking attachments.  In lieu 
of the lights specified, a vehicle may be 
equipped with at least one auxiliary rotating 
flashing light having 4-inch sealed beams 
and showing amber beams of light over a 
360° range or an amber strobe, or combina-
tion of strobes, that emits at a minimum a 
beam of 1,000,000 candlepower and pro-
vides visible light coverage over a 360° 
range.  When the left wing of a plow is in 
operation and extends over the center of the 
road, an auxiliary light must show the ex-
treme end of the left wing.  That light may 
be attached to the vehicle so that the beam 
of light points at the left wing.  The light 
illuminating the left wing may be controlled 
by a separate switch or by the regular 
lighting system and must be in operation at 

all times when the vehicle is used for 
plowing snow on public ways. 

(4)  A vehicle equipped and used for plow-
ing snow on other than public ways may be 
equipped with an auxiliary rotary flashing 
light that must be mounted on top of the 
vehicle in such a manner as to emit an am-
ber beam of light over a 360° angle, or an 
amber strobe, or combination of strobes, 
that emits at a minimum a beam of 
1,000,000 50 candlepower and provides 
visible light coverage over a 360° range.  
However, the vehicle must be equipped 
with and must use such a light whenever 
the vehicle enters a public way while in the 
course of plowing private driveways and 
other off-highway locations.  The light may 
be in use on a public way only when the 
vehicle is entering the public way in the 
course of plowing private driveways and 
other off-highway locations. 

(5)  A rural mail vehicle may be equipped 
with auxiliary lights. 

(a)  The lights used to the front must 
be white or amber, or any shade be-
tween white and amber. 

(b)  The lights used to the rear must be 
amber or red, or any shade between 
amber and red. 

(c)  The lights, whether used to the 
front or rear, must be mounted at the 
same level and as widely spaced later-
ally as possible. 

(d)  The lights, whether used to the 
front or rear, must flash simultane-
ously. 

(e)  The lights must be visible from a 
distance of at least 500 feet under 
normal atmospheric conditions at 
night. 

(6)  A vehicle used or provided by a con-
tract security company to assist in traffic 
control and direction at construction or 
maintenance sites on a public way may be 
equipped with auxiliary lights.  Effective 
July 1, 1996, the auxiliary lights must be 
amber.  Prior to July 1, 1996, the auxiliary 
lights must be green or amber. 

(7)  A Department of Public Safety vehicle 
operated by a motor carrier inspector may 
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be equipped with auxiliary lights that emit 
an amber light. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 210 

H.P. 252 - L.D. 309 

An Act To Require Church Officials 
To Report Suspected Abuse 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3477, sub-§1, ¶¶A and 
B, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 345, §3, are amended to 
read: 

A.  While acting in a professional capacity: 

(1)  An allopathic or osteopathic physician; 

(2)  A medical intern; 

(3)  A medical examiner; 

(4)  A physician's assistant; 

(5)  A dentist; 

(6)  A chiropractor; 

(7)  A podiatrist; 

(8)  A registered or licensed practical nurse; 

(9)  A certified nursing assistant; 

(10)  A social worker; 

(11)  A psychologist; 

(12)  A pharmacist; 

(13)  A physical therapist; 

(14)  A speech therapist; 

(15)  An occupational therapist; 

(16)  A mental health professional; 

(17)  A law enforcement official; 

(18)  A coroner; 

(19)  Emergency room personnel; 

(20)  An ambulance attendant; 

(21)  An emergency medical technician; or 

(22)  Unlicensed assistive personnel; or and 

(23)  A clergy member acquiring the infor-
mation as a result of clerical professional 
work except for information received dur-
ing confidential communications; 

B.  Any other person who has assumed full, in-
termittent or occasional responsibility for the 
care or custody of the adult, regardless of 
whether or not the person receives compensa-
tion.; and 

Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §3477, sub-§1, ¶C is en-
acted to read: 

C.  Any person affiliated with a church or reli-
gious institution who serves in an administrative 
capacity or has otherwise assumed a position of 
trust or responsibility to the members of that 
church or religious institution, while acting in 
that capacity, regardless of whether the person 
receives compensation. 

Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §4011-A, sub-§1, ¶¶A 
and B, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 345, §5, are 
amended to read: 

A.  When acting in a professional capacity: 

(1) An allopathic or osteopathic physician, 
resident or intern; 

(2)  An emergency medical services person; 

(3)  A medical examiner; 

(4)  A physician's assistant; 

(5)  A dentist; 

(6)  A dental hygienist; 

(7)  A dental assistant; 

(8)  A chiropractor; 

(9)  A podiatrist; 

(10) A registered or licensed practical 
nurse; 

(11)  A teacher; 

(12)  A guidance counselor; 

(13)  A school official; 

(14)  A children's summer camp adminis-
trator or counselor; 

(15)  A social worker; 

(16)  A court-appointed special advocate or 
guardian ad litem for the child; 
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