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FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2003

Whereas, the State must reduce expenditures as
a result of a weakened economy; and

Whereas, technology exists to permit commu-
nications to be made via electronic rather than paper
media; and

Whereas, the use of electronic media for com-
munication would reduce the need of and greater costs
associated with the use of paper media as well as be an
environmentally sensitive means of disseminating
information; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA 88053, sub-81, as amended
by PL 1995, c. 373, 84, is further amended to read:

1. Notice of rulemaking without hearing. At
least 20 days prior to the comment deadline of any
rule without hearing, the agency shall deliver or mail
written notice or, with written or electronic agreement
of the party, provide electronic notice to:

A. Any person specified by the statute authoriz-
ing the rulemaking;

B. Any person who has filed within the past year
a written or electronic request with the agency
for notice of rulemaking; and

C. Any trade, industry, professional, interest
group or regional publication that the agency
considers effective in reaching the persons af-
fected.

Notification to subscribers under paragraph B must be
by mail or, with written or electronically submitted
agreement of the subscriber, electronic notice or
otherwise in writing to the last address provided to the
agency by that person. Subscribers under paragraph B
may request to receive a copy of each proposed rule
with the written notice. The agency shall provide the
copy at the same time the notice is sent.

Written or electronic notice must also be given to the
Secretary of State, by the deadline established by the
Secretary of State, for publication in accordance with
subsection 5. This notice must be in a format
approved by the Secretary of State.

Sec. 2. 5 MRSA 88053, sub-83-A, as
amended by PL 1995, c. 373, 85, is further amended to
read:
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3-A. Copies of proposed rules available upon
request. At least 20 days prior to hearing on any
proposed rule and at least 20 days prior to the
comment deadline of any rule without a hearing, the
agency shall make copies of the proposed rule
available in writing or, with agreement of the re-
questor, electronically to persons upon request.

Sec. 3. 5 MRSA 88053, sub-84, as amended
by PL 1981, c. 524, 89, is further amended to read:

4. Fee schedule. The agency may establish a fee
schedule for notice and for proposed rules under
subsection 1, paragraph B, imposing a cost reasonably
related to the actual expense entailed. Fees may vary
depending upon the method of transmission of notice
and the rules being transmitted.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when
approved.

Effective May 16, 2003.

CHAPTER 208

H.P. 342 - L.D. 450

An Act To Allow the Transfer of
Spirits within Existing Businesses

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA 8§1201-A is enacted to
read:

81201-A. Transfer
licensees

of spirits _among _certain

Notwithstanding section 606, subsection 1 and
section 1201, subsection 3-A, if a business or corpora-
tion has multiple locations in the State licensed to sell
spirits for consumption off the premises, spirits may
be transferred from one of those licensed locations to
another to facilitate the sale of those spirits. A
licensee that transfers spirits from one location to
another in accordance with this section must notify the
bureau of all transfers in advance on a form deter-
mined by the bureau. The licensee shall maintain a
record of all transfers made in accordance with this
section.

See title page for effective date.
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