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PUBLIC LAW, c. 45

CHAPTER 45
H.P.291-L.D. 371

An Act To Require Review of Utility
Rates Prior to Approval of
Alternative Rate Plans

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA 83195, sub-82, as
amended by PL 1999, c. 398, Pt. A, §71 and affected
by §8104 and 105, is further amended to read:

2. Just and reasonable rates. In determining
the reasonableness of any rate-adjustment mechanism
established under this subchapter, the commission
shall apply the standards of section 301 to ensure that
the rates resulting from the implementation of the
mechanism are just and reasonable. Prior to the
adoption of a new or replacement alternative rate plan
or renewal of any existing alternative rate plan, the
commission shall, in order to ensure that rates at the
starting_point of the plan are just and reasonable,
conduct a revenue requirement and earnings review
pursuant to the standards of section 301. In conduct-
ing such a review under this subsection, the commis-
sion, at its discretion, may conduct the review in a
manner designed to minimize the cost of the review to

ratepayers.

Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA 84706, sub-883 and 6,
as enacted by PL 1997, c. 707, 810, are amended to
read:

3. Just and reasonable rates. In determining
the reasonableness of any rate-adjustment mechanism
established under this subchapter, the commission
shall apply the standards of section 301 to ensure that
the rates resulting from the implementation of a rate-
adjustment mechanism are just and reasonable. Prior
to the adoption of a new or replacement alternative
rate plan or renewal of any existing alternative rate
plan, the commission shall, in order to ensure that
rates at the starting point of the plan are just and
reasonable, conduct a revenue requirement and
earnings review pursuant to the standards of section
301. In conducting such a review under this subsec-
tion, the commission, at its discretion, may conduct
the review in a manner designed to minimize the cost
of the review to ratepayers.

6. Amendment to multiyear rate plans. The
commission may not amend or prematurely terminate
the terms of a multiyear rate plan in a manner that
prevents or threatens the utility's opportunity to
recover a reasonable rate of return over the entire term
of the plan. The commission shall ensure compliance
with the requirements of this subsection in the revenue
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requirement proceeding and earnings review required
by subsection 3.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 46

H.P. 487 - L.D. 657

An Act To Repeal the Forest
Products Antitrust Exemption

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 10 MRSA 81101, as amended by PL
1977, c. 175, 81, is further amended to read:

81101. Contracts in restraint of trade

Every contract, combination in the form of trusts
or otherwise, or conspiracy, in restraint of trade or
commerce in this State is declared to be illegal;

provided-that ne-assectation-orcorperation-organized

purpoese. Whoever shall-make makes any such contract
or engage engages in any such combination or
conspiracy shak-be is guilty of a Class C crime.

Sec. 2. 13 MRSA 8171, as amended by PL
1973, c. 489, 82, is further amended to read:

8171. Formation of trusts forbidden

It shatb-be is unlawful for any firm or incorpo-
rated company, or any number of firms or incorpo-
rated companies, or any unincorporated company or
association of persons or stockholders, organized for
the purpose of manufacturing, producing, refining or
mining any article or product whiech that enters into
general use and consumption by the people, to form or
organize any trust or to enter into any combination of
firms, incorporated or unincorporated companies or
association of stockholders, or to delegate to any one
or more board or boards of trustees or directors the
power to conduct and direct the business of the whole
number of firms, corporations, companies or associa-

tions which-may that have formed or which-may that

propose to form a trust, combination or association
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