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SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2001 PUBLIC LAW, C. 590 

(2)  For a candidate for the state Senate, a 
single expenditure of $750; and 

(3)  For a candidate for the state House of 
Representatives, a single expenditure of 
$500. 

A report filed pursuant to this paragraph must be 
filed within 48 hours of the expenditure. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 590 

H.P. 1362 - L.D. 1819 

An Act to Give the Maine Technical 
College System Limited Revenue 

Bonding Authority 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §12706, sub-§18, as 
enacted by PL 1985, c. 695, §11, is amended to read: 

18.  Delegation; other powers. To delegate du-
ties and responsibilities as necessary for the efficient 
operation of this chapter and to do any other acts or 
things necessary or convenient to carry out the powers 
expressly granted or reasonably implied in this 
chapter; and 

Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §12706, sub-§19, as 
amended by PL 1989, c. 443, §39, is further amended 
to read: 

19.  Advisory committees.  To appoint or iden-
tify advisory committees to advise the board of 
trustees with respect to vocational and technical 
education and training policies and programs, to 
procedures for modifying the programs of the colleges 
to meet the needs of the State's economy and the 
changing job market and to the efficient operation of 
the colleges and the Maine Technical College System 
Office.  These committees may include, but need not 
be limited to, the Maine Council on Vocational 
Education, authorized under the United States Carl D. 
Perkins Vocational Education Act, Section 112, Public 
Law 98-524, or its successor.; and 

Sec. 3.  20-A MRSA §12706, sub-§20 is en-
acted to read: 

20.  Debt.  To borrow funds, issue bonds and ne-
gotiate notes and other evidences of indebtedness or 
obligations of the system for renovation, public 
improvements, land acquisition and construction 

purposes to pay for costs as defined in Title 22, section 
2053, subsection 3.  The board of trustees may issue 
temporary notes and renewal notes to pay for those 
costs.  Bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness 
or obligations of the system are legal obligations of the 
system on behalf of the State and are payable solely 
from the system's revenues and other sources of funds, 
including funds obtained pursuant to Title 22, section 
2053, subsection 4-B, paragraph A.  These borrowings 
by the system do not constitute debts or liabilities of, 
and are not includable in, any debt obligation of the 
State.  The board of trustees has the discretion to fix 
the date, maturities, denomination, interest rate, place 
of payment, form and other details of the bonds or 
notes of the system.  Unless otherwise provided in the 
vote authorizing their issuance, bonds or notes of the 
system must be signed by the president of the system 
and countersigned by the chair of the board of trustees.  
The aggregate principal amount of outstanding bonds, 
notes or other evidences of indebtedness of the system 
may not exceed $35,000,000 at any one time, 
excluding temporary notes and renewal notes.  The 
bonds may be issued through the Maine Health and 
Higher Education Facilities Authority.  The board of 
trustees may pledge or assign its revenues, including 
any funds that have been or may be appropriated to the 
system, and the proceeds of those revenues and its 
other property as security toward its bonds, notes, 
other evidences of indebtedness or other obligations of 
the system.  The proceeds of bonds, notes or other 
evidences of indebtedness may be invested in 
accordance with subsection 8.  Bonds, notes and other 
evidences of indebtedness issued under this subsection 
are not debts of the State, nor a pledge of the credit of 
the State, but are payable solely from the funds of the 
system.  Indebtedness incurred and evidences of 
indebtedness issued under this chapter constitute a 
proper public purpose, and all income derived is 
exempt from taxation in the State.  The net earnings of 
the system may not inure to the benefit of any private 
person, and no borrowing may be effected pursuant to 
this chapter unless the amount of the borrowing and 
the project or projects are submitted to the Office of 
Fiscal and Program Review for review by the joint 
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdic-
tion over appropriations and financial affairs at least 
60 days before closing on such borrowing for the 
project or projects is to be initiated. 

Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §2053, sub-§4-B, ¶A, as 
enacted by PL 1993, c. 706, Pt. A, §5, is amended to 
read: 

A.  Any private, nonprofit or charitable institu-
tion or organization engaged in the operation of, 
or formed for the purpose of operating, an edu-
cational institution within this State, including 
the Maine Technical College System, that, by 
virtue of law or charter, is an educational institu-
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tion empowered to provide a program of educa-
tion beyond the high school level; and 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 591 

H.P. 1560 - L.D. 2062 

An Act to Clarify the Use of 
Municipal Rate of Growth 

Ordinances 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §4360 is enacted to read: 

§4360.  Rate of growth ordinances 

A municipality that enacts a rate of growth ordi-
nance shall review and update the ordinance at least 
every 3 years to determine whether the rate of growth 
ordinance is still necessary and how the rate of growth 
ordinance may be adjusted to meet current conditions. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 592 

H.P. 1546 - L.D. 2049 

An Act to Authorize the Transfer of 
Development Rights 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§3, ¶A, as 
amended by PL 2001, c. 406, §4, is further amended to 
read: 

A.  Identify and designate at least 2 basic types 
of geographic areas: 

(1)  Growth areas, which are those areas 
suitable for orderly residential, commercial 
and industrial development or any combi-
nation of those types of development, fore-
cast over the next 10 years.  Each 
municipality shall: 

(a)  Establish standards for these de-
velopments; 

(b)  Establish timely permitting proce-
dures; 

(c)  Ensure that needed public services 
are available within the growth area; 
and 

(d)  Prevent inappropriate develop-
ment in natural hazard areas, including 
flood plains and areas of high erosion; 
and 

(2)  Rural areas, which are those areas 
where protection should be provided for ag-
ricultural, forest, open space and scenic 
lands within the municipality.  Each mu-
nicipality shall adopt land use policies and 
ordinances to discourage incompatible de-
velopment. 

These policies and ordinances may include, 
without limitation: density limits; cluster or spe-
cial zoning; acquisition of land or development 
rights or transfer of development rights pursuant 
to section 4328; or performance standards. 

A municipality is not required to identify growth 
areas for residential, commercial or industrial 
growth if it demonstrates that it is not possible to 
accommodate future residential, commercial or 
industrial growth in these areas because of severe 
physical limitations, including, without limita-
tion, the lack of adequate water supply and sew-
age disposal services, very shallow soils or 
limitations imposed by protected natural re-
sources; or it demonstrates that the municipality 
has experienced minimal or no residential, com-
mercial or industrial development over the past 
decade and this condition is expected to continue 
over the 10-year planning period.  A municipal-
ity exercising the discretion afforded by this 
paragraph shall review the basis for its demon-
stration during the periodic revisions undertaken 
pursuant to section 4327; 

Sec. 2.  30-A MRSA §4328 is enacted to read: 

§4328.  Transfer of development rights 

In order to comply with the requirement in sec-
tion 4326 for each municipality to adopt land use 
policies and ordinances to discourage incompatible 
development, a municipality may adopt a transfer of 
development rights program for the transfer of 
development rights within its boundaries.  Two or 
more municipalities may adopt a program that 
provides for the transfer of development rights 
between the municipalities if the municipalities have 
entered into an interlocal agreement pursuant to 
chapter 115 for this purpose. 

See title page for effective date. 
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