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PUBLIC LAW, C. 546 SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2001 

(iv)  The subject of a Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation criminal history record check 
may obtain a copy of the criminal history 
record check by following the procedures 
outlined in 28 Code of Federal Regulations, 
Sections 16.32 and 16.33.  The subject of a 
state criminal history record check may in-
spect and review the criminal history record 
information pursuant to Title 16, section 
620. 

(v)  State and federal criminal history re-
cord information may be used by the court 
for the purpose of screening prospective 
adoptive parents in determining whether the 
adoption is in the best interests of the child. 

(vi)  Information obtained pursuant to this 
paragraph is confidential.  The results of 
background checks received by the court 
are for official use only and may not be dis-
seminated outside the court except as re-
quired under Title 22, section 4011-A. 

(vii)  The expense of obtaining the infor-
mation required by this paragraph is incor-
porated in the adoption filing fee 
established in section 9-301.  The Probate 
Court shall collect the total fee and transfer 
the appropriate funds to the Department of 
Public Safety and the department. 

The court may waive the background check of a 
prospective adoptive parent if a previous background 
check was completed under this subsection within a 
reasonable period of time and the court is satisfied that 
nothing new that would be included in the background 
check has transpired since the last background check. 

This subsection does not authorize the court to request 
a background check for the biological parent who is 
also the current legal parent of the child. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 547 

S.P. 664 - L.D. 1855 

An Act to Clarify the Regulatory 
Authority of the Maine Forest 

Service Regarding Forestry-related 
Quarantines 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §8306 is enacted to read: 

§8306.     Authority to quarantine and destroy pest 
host material 

1. Quarantines.  The director may establish by 
rule a quarantine to restrict or prohibit the transporta-
tion within, into or from the State or any portion of the 
State of any forest or shade tree or part of any forest or 
shade tree, including, but not limited to, logs, bark, 
branches, seeds or scion material, or alternate host 
materials capable of supporting a disease or insect 
infestation when the following conditions are met: 

A.  The director finds that there exists within the 
State or in any other state, country or province a 
plant disease caused by a plant pathogen not na-
tive to the State or an infestation of insects not 
native to the State that, in the opinion of the di-
rector, is likely to kill or seriously injure forest or 
shade trees in large numbers; and 

B.  A quarantine to protect against the plant dis-
ease or insect infestation has not been established 
by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Resources or the Secretary of Agriculture 
of the United States or is not in effect. 

2. Rulemaking.  The director shall adopt rules to 
establish: 

A.  Quarantines as needed and authorized under 
subsection 1; and 

B.  A process for the seizure, inspection, de-
struction or other disposition of any forest or 
shade tree or any material that exists within the 
State and is host to a plant pathogen or insect that 
is the subject of a quarantine or is transported 
into the State in violation of a quarantine estab-
lished by the director, the Commissioner of Ag-
riculture, Food and Rural Resources or the 
Secretary of Agriculture of the United States. 

Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine 
technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, 
subchapter II-A. 

3. Salvage of condemned material.  Prior to or-
dering the destruction of forest or shade trees or parts 
of forest or shade trees, the director shall consult with 
the landowner and the person owning stumpage rights 
to determine if there are methods of destruction that 
allow recovery of the value or a portion of the value of 
the condemned material and effectively safeguard the 
forest resource. 

See title page for effective date. 

1214 


	11
	12
	Laws2001v2_p1214



