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FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2001

substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375,

PUBLIC LAW, c. 421

assaults the plaintiff named in the protective order

subchapter 11-A and must be brought back for review

commits a Class C crime.

by the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over criminal justice matters
during the 2nd Reqgular Session of the 120th Legisla-

See title page for effective date.

ture. The rules must include a procedure to obtain a
waiver for prescription blanks that provide substan-
tially equivalent protection against forgery. The rules
must deal with the following subjects:

A. Measures designed to prevent unauthorized
copying of a completed or blank prescription
form;

B. Measures designed to prevent the erasure or
modification of information written on the pre-
scription by the prescribing health care provider;
and

C. Measures to prevent the use of counterfeit
prescription forms.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 420

S.P.232-L.D.797

An Act to Amend the Laws
Pertaining to Domestic Violence

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 19-A MRSA 84011, sub-81, as
amended by PL 1997, c. 683, Pt. C, §7 and affected by
88, is further amended to read:

1. Crime committed. Except as provided in
subsection subsections 2 and 4, violation of the
following is a Class D crime; when the defendant has
prior actual notice, which may be notice by means
other than service in hand, of the order or agreement:

A. A temporary, emergency, interim or final
protective order, an order of a tribal court of the
Passamaquoddy Tribe or the Penobscot Nation or
a similar order issued by a court of the United
States or of another state, territory, common-
wealth or tribe; or

B. A court-approved consent agreement.

Sec. 2. 19-A MRSA 84011, sub-84 is en-
acted to read:

4. Reckless conduct; assault. A defendant who
violates a protective order issued pursuant to section
4007 through conduct that is reckless and that creates
a substantial risk of death or serious bodily injury to
the plaintiff named in the protective order or who
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CHAPTER 421

H.P. 1086 - L.D. 1455

An Act to Implement the
Recommendations of the Committee
to Study Further Decriminalization

of the Criminal Laws of Maine

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

PART A

Sec. A-1. 14 MRSA Pt. 6-A is enacted to
read:

PART 6-A

CIVIL VIOLATION PROCEEDINGS CHAPTER
621 GENERAL PROVISIONS

85601. Statute of limitations

1. Three-year period of limitation. A pro-
ceeding against a person for a Title 29-A traffic
infraction or a Title 12 civil violation related to marine
resources laws and inland fisheries and wildlife laws
must be commenced within 3 vyears after the traffic
infraction or civil violation is committed. The burden
is on the defendant to prove by a preponderance of the
evidence that a proceeding against a person for the
traffic_infraction or civil violation was commenced
after the expiration of the 3-year period of limitation.

2. The
period of

|_imitations on period of limitation.
imitation may not run:

A. During any time when the defendant is absent
from the State, but in no event may this para-
graph extend the period of limitation by more

than 5 years; or

B. During any time when a traffic infraction or
civil violation proceeding against the defendant
for the same traffic infraction or civil violation
based on the same conduct is pending in this
State.

3. Definitions. For purposes of this section:

A. A civil violation is committed when every
definitional component of the civil violation has
occurred or, if the civil violation consists of a
continuing course of conduct, at the time when
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