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reasonable alternative participation requirements 
and document them  in the participant's family 
contract and case record. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 336 

H.P. 423 - L.D. 544 

An Act to Eliminate Unnecessary 
Paperwork for Wage-hour 

Compliance 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  26 MRSA §664, sub-§3, ¶A, as en-
acted by PL 1995, c. 305, §1, is amended to read: 

A.  Automobile mechanics, automobile parts 
clerks and automobile salesmen as defined in 
section 663.  The interpretation of these terms 
must be consistent with the interpretation of the 
same terms under federal overtime law, 29 
United States Code, Section 213; 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 337 

S.P. 520 - L.D. 1639 

An Act to Improve the Licensing and 
Regulation of Denturists 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  13 MRSA §705, as amended by PL 
1997, c. 313, §1, is further amended to read: 

§705.  Corporate organization 

An individual or group of individuals duly li-
censed or otherwise legally authorized to render the 
same professional service within this State may 
organize and become a shareholder or shareholders of 
a professional corporation under the corporation laws 
for the sole and specific purpose of rendering the same 
and specific professional service.  Notwithstanding 
any other provisions of law, for the purposes of this 
chapter, osteopathic physicians licensed under Title 
32, chapter 36 and physicians and surgeons licensed 
under Title 32, chapter 48 are considered to render the 
same professional service.  Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, for the purposes of this chapter, 
optometrists licensed under Title 32, chapter 34-A and 
opthalmologists licensed under Title 32, chapter 36 or 

48 may organize and become the sole shareholders of 
the same professional corporation under the corpora-
tion laws for the sole and specific purpose of rendering 
their respective professional services that are consid-
ered to be complementary to one another.  Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, for the purposes 
of this chapter, a denturist licensed under Title 32, 
chapter 16 may organize with a dentist who is licensed 
under Title 32, chapter 16 and may become a share-
holder of a dental practice incorporated under the 
corporation laws.  At no time may a denturist or 
denturists in sum have an equal or greater ownership 
interest in a dental practice than the dentist or dentists 
have in that practice. 

Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §1081, sub-§3, ¶¶A and 
C, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, Pt. A, §63, are 
further amended to read: 

A.  Employs dentists or dental hygienists, den-
turists or other dental auxiliaries in the operation 
of a dental office;   

C.  Retains the ownership or control of dental 
equipment or material or a dental office and 
makes the same available in any manner for the 
use by dentists or dental hygienists or other 
agents, except that nothing in this subsection ap-
plies to bona fide sales of dental equipment or 
material secured by a chattel mortgage or retain 
title agreement. A person licensed to practice 
dentistry may not enter into arrangements with a 
person who is not licensed to practice dentistry, 
with the exception of licensed denturists pursuant 
to the provisions of Title 13, section 705. 

Sec. 3.  32 MRSA §1100-D, sub-§2-A, ¶A, 
as enacted by PL 1995, c. 590, §6, is repealed. 

Sec. 4.  32 MRSA §1100-E, sub-§5, ¶B-1, 
as enacted by PL 1995, c. 590, §7, is repealed. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 338 

H.P. 789 - L.D. 1033 

An Act to Make Child Care More 
Accessible for Parents in Transition 

From Welfare to Work 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3762, sub-§3, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 1999, c. 401, Pt. S, §3, is further 
amended by amending subparagraph (6) to read: 
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(6)  To provide a special housing allowance 
for TANF families whose shelter expenses 
for rent, mortgage or similar payments, 
homeowners insurance and property taxes 
equal or exceed 75% of their monthly in-
come.  The special housing allowance is 
limited to $50 per month for each family.  
For purposes of this subparagraph, 
"monthly income" means the total of the 
TANF monthly benefit and all income 
countable under the TANF program, plus 
child support received by the family, ex-
cluding the $50 pass-through payment; and 

Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §3762, sub-§3, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 1999, c. 401, Pt. S, §3, is further 
amended by repealing and replacing subparagraph (7) 
to read: 

(7)  In determining benefit levels for TANF 
recipients who have earnings from em-
ployment, the department shall disregard 
from monthly earnings the following: 

(a)  One hundred and eight dollars; 

(b)  Fifty percent of the remaining 
earnings that are less than the federal 
poverty level; and 

(c)  All actual child care costs neces-
sary for work, except that the depart-
ment may limit the child care 
disregard to $175 per month per child 
or $200 per month per child under 2 
years of age or with special needs; 

Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §3762, sub-§3, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 1999, c. 401, Pt. S, §3, is further 
amended by enacting subparagraphs (8) to (11) to 
read: 

(8)  In cases when the TANF recipient has 
no child care cost, the monthly TANF bene-
fit is the maximum payment level or the 
difference between the countable earnings 
and the standard of need established by rule 
adopted by the department, whichever is 
lower; 

(9)  In cases when the TANF recipient has 
child care costs, the department shall de-
termine a total benefit package, including 
TANF cash assistance, determined in ac-
cordance with subparagraph (7) and addi-
tional child care assistance, as provided by 
rule, necessary to cover the TANF recipi-
ent's actual child care costs up to the maxi-
mum amount specified in section 3782-A, 
subsection 5.  The benefit amount must be 
paid as provided in this subparagraph. 

(a)  Before the first month in which 
child care assistance is available to an 
ASPIRE-TANF recipient under this 
paragraph and periodically thereafter, 
the department shall notify the recipi-
ent of the total benefit package and the 
following options of the recipient: to 
receive the total benefit package di-
rectly; or to have the department pay 
the recipient's child care assistance di-
rectly to the designated child care pro-
vider for the recipient and pay the 
balance of the total benefit package to 
the recipient. 

(b)  If an ASPIRE-TANF recipient 
notifies the department that the recipi-
ent chooses to receive the child care 
assistance directly, the department 
shall pay the total benefit package to 
the recipient. 

(c)  If an ASPIRE-TANF recipient 
does not respond or notifies the de-
partment of the choice to have the 
child care assistance paid directly to 
the child care provider from the total 
benefit package, the department shall 
pay the child care assistance directly 
to the designated child care provider 
for the recipient.  The department 
shall pay the balance of the total bene-
fit package to the recipient; 

(10)  Child care assistance under this para-
graph must be paid by the department in a 
prompt manner that permits an ASPIRE-
TANF recipient to access child care neces-
sary for work; and 

(11)  The department shall adopt rules pur-
suant to Title 5, chapter 375 to implement 
this subsection.  Rules adopted pursuant to 
this subparagraph are routine technical rules 
as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchap-
ter II-A. 

Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §3762, sub-§16 is enacted 
to read: 

16.  Authorization of fund transfer.  Notwith-
standing any provision of law to the contrary, the 
department is authorized to transfer to the TANF 
account any funds available in the ASPIRE-TANF 
account necessary to meet the purposes of TANF, 
including the purposes established in subsection 3, 
paragraph B. 

Sec. 5.  Implementation date.  The Depart-
ment of Human Services shall implement direct pay-
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ment of child care under this Act as soon as 
reasonably possible, but no later than March 1, 2002. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 339 

S.P. 544 - L.D. 1690 

An Act to Promote Outcome-based 
Forest Policy 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §8003, sub-§3, ¶Q is en-
acted to read: 

Q.  The director, in cooperation with public and 
private landowners, shall actively pursue creating 
experimental areas on public and private land 
where the principles and applicability of 
outcome-based forest policy, as defined in 
section 8868, can be applied and tested.  No 
more than 6 such areas may be designated, a 
single area may not exceed 100,000 acres and the 
total area under agreement may not exceed 
200,000 acres.  One area must be owned by a 
landowner holding fewer than 1,000 acres 
statewide.  The director shall seek to designate 
areas representing differing forest types and 
conditions and from different geographic regions 
of the State.  The term of initial agreements may 
not exceed 5 years.  This paragraph is repealed 
July 1, 2006. 

Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §8868, sub-§2-B is en-
acted to read: 

2-B.  Outcome-based forest policy.  "Outcome-
based forest policy" means a science-based, voluntary 
process to achieve agreed-upon economic, environ-
mental and social outcomes in the State's forest, as an 
alternative to prescriptive regulation, demonstrating 
measurable progress towards achieving statewide 
sustainability goals and allowing landowners to use 
creativity and flexibility to achieve objectives, while 
providing for the conservation of public trust resources 
and the public values of forests.  This subsection is 
repealed July 1, 2006. 

Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §8869, sub-§3-A is en-
acted to read: 

3-A.  Plans for experimental areas.  Practices 
applied on an experimental area created pursuant to 
section 8003, subsection 3, paragraph Q must provide 
at least the equivalent forest and environmental 
protection as provided by existing rules and any 

applicable local regulations.  At a minimum, tests of 
outcome-based principles must address: 

A.  Soil productivity; 

B.  Water quality, wetlands and riparian zones; 

C.  Timber supply and quality; 

D.  Aesthetic impacts of timber harvesting; 

E.  Biological diversity; and 

F.  Public accountability. 

The Governor shall appoint a panel of technical 
experts to work with the director to implement, 
monitor and assess tests of outcome-based forestry 
principles.  In order to participate in the outcome-
based forestry experiment, the landowner, director and 
technical panel must develop agreed-upon desired 
outcomes for the experimental area and develop a 
method for determining if the outcomes have been 
attained and a system  for reporting results  to the 
public.  This subsection is repealed July 1, 2006. 

Sec. 4.  12 MRSA §8869, sub-§7, as enacted 
by PL 1989, c. 555, §10, is amended to read: 

7.  Application.  This section shall apply applies 
to all forest lands within the State, including land in 
municipal and state ownership.  Only Except as 
provided in subsection 7-A, only state-owned or 
operated research forests or industrially owned 
research forests certified by the commissioner are 
exempt from these requirements. 

Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §8869, sub-§7-A is en-
acted to read: 

7-A. Exemption for outcome-based forest 
policy experimental areas.  Outcome-based forest 
policy experimental areas designated under section 
8003, subsection 3, paragraph Q are exempt from the 
requirements of this subchapter and rules adopted 
pursuant to this subchapter.  This subsection is 
repealed July 1, 2006. 

Sec. 6.  12 MRSA §8869, sub-§13 is enacted 
to read: 

13.  Confidential information.  Information 
provided to the bureau voluntarily or to fulfill 
reporting requirements for the purposes of establishing 
and monitoring outcome-based forest policy experi-
mental areas, as created pursuant to section 8003, 
subsection 3, paragraph Q, is designated as confiden-
tial for the purposes of Title 1, section 402, subsection 
3, paragraph A if the bureau has determined that 
failure to designate the information as confidential 
would provide competitors an opportunity to obtain 
business or competitive advantage over the person to 
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