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PUBLIC LAW, C. 213 FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2001 

or federal block grant funds, unless such federal funds 
are approved by the Legislature. The Governor may 
authorize the expenditure of such federal funds may be 
authorized for a period not to exceed 12 calendar 
months and shall notify the Office of Fiscal and 
Program Review of such action in accordance with 
sections 1585 and 1667. 

All departments and agencies that receive federal 
funds from the Federal Expenditures Fund or federal 
block grant funds shall, within 10 working days of 
receipt of any official notification from the Federal 
Government concerning the potential or actual 
increase or reduction in present funding, submit a copy 
of that notification to the Director of the Legislative 
Office of Fiscal and Program Review.  In addition, 
departments and agencies shall, within 25 working 
days of that notification, submit in writing to the 
Director of the Legislative Office of Fiscal and 
Program Review their proposed plan of action to 
address the notification which that may include an 
appeal or an outline of the options that will be 
examined in detail and a time frame for the examina-
tion. 

Sec. 3.  5 MRSA §1669-A, as enacted by PL 
1995, c. 707, Pt. C, §1 and affected by §2, is repealed. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 214 

S.P. 110 - L.D. 336 

An Act to Protect the Privacy of 
Maine Physicians 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §2600-A is enacted to read: 

§2600-A.    Confidentiality of personal information 
of applicant or licensee 

An applicant or licensee shall provide the board 
with a current professional address and telephone 
number, which will be their public contact address, 
and a personal residence address and telephone 
number.  An applicant's or licensee's personal 
residence address and telephone number is confiden-
tial information and may not be disclosed except as 
permitted by this section or as required by law, unless 
the personal residence address and telephone number 
have been provided as the public contact address.  
Personal health information submitted as part of any 
application is confidential information and may not be 
disclosed except as permitted by this section or as 
required by law.  The personal health information and 
personal residence address and telephone number may 

be provided to other governmental licensing or 
disciplinary authorities or to any health care providers 
located within or outside this State that are concerned 
with granting, limiting or denying a physician's 
employment or privileges. 

Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §3300-A is enacted to read: 

§3300-A.    Confidentiality of personal information 
of applicant or licensee 

An applicant or licensee shall provide the board 
with a current professional address and telephone 
number, which will be their public contact address, 
and a personal residence address and telephone 
number.  An applicant's or licensee's personal 
residence address and telephone number is confiden-
tial information and may not be disclosed except as 
permitted by this section or as required by law, unless 
the personal residence address and telephone number 
have been provided as the public contact address.  
Personal health information submitted as part of any 
application is confidential information and may not be 
disclosed except as permitted by this section or as 
required by law.  The personal health information and 
personal residence address and telephone number may 
be provided to other governmental licensing or 
disciplinary authorities or to any health care providers 
located within or outside this State that are concerned 
with granting, limiting or denying a physician's 
employment or privileges. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 215 

H.P. 214 - L.D. 249 

An Act to Amend the Rule-making 
Process Regarding the State's 

Plumbing Code 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of 
the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days 
after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the Plumbers' Examining Board is 
scheduling a rule-making process to adopt a plumbing 
code by reference; and 

Whereas, the proposed plumbing code to be 
adopted is disadvantageous to both the consumers of 
plumbing services and the municipal plumbing 
regulators who oversee plumbing installations; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-

 176



FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2001 PUBLIC LAW, C. 216 

tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §3403-B, sub-§1, as en-
acted by PL 1997, c. 727, Pt. C, §9, is amended to 
read: 

1.  Plumbing and plumbing code.  The board 
shall adopt minimum rules relating to plumbing, 
including a plumbing code.  All rules, including 
installation and inspection rules, must be consistent 
with this chapter and Title 30-A, chapter 185, 
subchapter III, except that the authority of municipali-
ties to adopt more restrictive ordinances under Title 
30-A, section 3001 is not preempted.  Rules Notwith-
standing the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, the 
adoption of a national or international published 
plumbing code as a new plumbing code for the State 
constitutes a major substantive rule and must receive 
affirmative action by the Legislature before adoption.  
Subsequent technical amendments to any national or 
international published plumbing code that may be 
adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical 
rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 
II-A. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective May 18, 2001. 

CHAPTER 216 

H.P. 657 - L.D. 857 

An Act to Strengthen the Ground 
Water Oil Clean-up Fund 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §568-A, sub-§1, ¶E, as 
enacted by PL 1989, c. 865, §15 and affected by §§24 
and 25, is amended to read: 

E.  An applicant is not eligible for coverage un-
der this section if the applicant has any one or 
combination of the following relationships with 
an entity that owns or operates an oil refinery: 

(1)  Is owned directly by or directly owns 
that entity; 

(2)  Is a franchisee of that entity; 

(3)  Is a member of a partnership or limited 
partnership that includes that entity; 

(4)  Is a subsidiary of that entity; or 

(5)  Is a parent corporation of that entity. 

An applicant is not subject to this exclusion from 
coverage for discharges discovered after Sep-
tember 30, 2001 or if its sole relationship with 
the entity is a contractual agreement to purchase 
oil from the entity exclusively for retail sale or 
for the applicant's consumption. 

Sec. 2.  38 MRSA §568-A, sub-§2, ¶A, as 
amended by PL 1999, c. 531, Pt. A, §1 and affected by 
§2, is further amended to read: 

A.  Standard deductibles are calculated under this 
paragraph based on the number of underground 
storage facilities or the capacity of gallons owned 
by the aboveground storage facility owner at the 
time the covered discharge is discovered.  Stan-
dard deductibles are as follows. 

(1)  For expenses related to a leaking un-
derground oil storage facility, the deducti-
ble amount is determined in accordance 
with the following schedule: 

Number of underground 
storage facilities owned 
by the facility owner 

Deductible 

1 $2,500 
2 to 5   5,000 
6 to 10 10,000 
11 to 20 25,000 
21 to 30 40,000 
over 30 62,500 

(2)  For expenses related to a leaking 
aboveground oil storage facility, the de-
ductible amount is determined in accord-
ance with the following schedule: 

Total aboveground  
oil storage capacity  
in gallons owned  
by the facility owner 

Deductible 

Less than 1,320    $500 
1,321 to 50,000   2,500 
50,001 to 250,000   5,000 
250,001 to 500,000 10,000 
500,001 to 1,000,000 25,000 
1,000,001 to 1,500,000 40,000 
greater than 1,500,000 62,500 

(3)  For facilities with both aboveground 
and underground tanks when the source of 
the discharge can not be determined or 
when the discharge is from both types of 
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