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FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2001

Whereas, bomb threats occurred at schools in
14 of the State's 16 counties during the 1999-2000
school year; and

Whereas, school bomb threats represent a sig-
nificant danger to the health and safety of the students
and staffs of schools throughout the State; and

Whereas, significant public resources are ex-
pended in responding to school bomb threats,
particularly by schools and by municipalities; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA 8263 is enacted to read:
8263. Response to school bomb threats

1. Prototype guidelines, policies and proto-
cols. The commissioner, in consultation with state and
local emergency services officials and representatives
of school personnel and school board members, shall
develop prototypical guidelines, policies and protocols
for school administrative units to present to their
communities when those communities are considering
implementing local policies that concern prevention o
and response to school bomb threats. The prototypica
guidelines, policies and protocols developed by the
commissioner must be made available to all schools in
the State no later than December 31, 2001.

2. Reporting of school bomb threats. Begin-

PUBLIC LAW, c. 69

school board in the State must have adopted a school
bomb threat policy that is consistent with the proto-
typical policies developed by the commissioner under
section 263.

18. Bomb threat information in student
handbooks. Beginning with the 2002-2003 school
year, each school board shall include in its student
handbook a section that addresses in detail the school's
bomb threat policies and protocols. The section of the
handbook must contain an explanation of the portions
of the policies and protocols relevant to students and
their families and explain to the students the educa-
tional and legal consequences of making a bomb threat
to a school.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when
approved.

Effective May 2, 2001.

CHAPTER 68
H.P.61-L.D.70

An Act to Designate the Second
Saturday in September as Maine
Youth Field and Stream Day

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 1 MRSA §140 is enacted to read:
8140. Maine Youth Field and Stream Day

The 2nd Saturday in September of each year is
designated as Maine Youth Field and Stream Day.

ning with the 2001-2002 school year, all public
schools and private schools enrolling more than 60%
of their students at public expense in the State must
report each bomb threat incident to the commissioner.
The initial report must be made to the office of the
superintendent within the school administrative unit or

The Governor shall issue annually a proclamation
inviting and urging the youth of this State to observe
this day by participating in outdoor activities.

See title page for effective date.

to the headmaster of the private school. The office of
the superintendent or headmaster receiving a report of
a bomb threat at a school must report that threat to the
commissioner within 2 business days of the occur-
rence of the bomb threat. The commissioner shall
report annually on the nature, frequency and impacts
of school bomb threats in the State's schools to the
joint_standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over education matters.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA 81001, sub-8817 and
18 are enacted to read:

17. School bomb threat response policies.
Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, each

55

CHAPTER 69

H.P. 732 - L.D. 952

An Act to Correct Errors in the Laws
Regarding Court Unification

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of
the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days
after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, in Public Law 1999, chapter 731, the
119th Legislature enacted legislation concerning court
unification; and
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