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PUBLIC LAW, c. 723

practices as required by the Commissioner of Agri-
culture, Food and Rural Resources, the commissioner
shall send a written report to an appropriate agency if
a federal or state law has been violated and to the
Attorney General. The Attorney General may institute
an action to abate a nuisance or to enforce the
provisions of this section or any other applicable state
law, and the court may order the abatement with costs
as provided under section 2702, such injunctive relief
as provided in this section or by other applicable law,
or that a civil violation has been committed. Failure to
apply best management practices in accordance with
this section constitutes a separate civil violation for
which a forfeiture of up to $1,000, together with an
additional forfeiture of up to $250 per day for every
day that the violation continues, may be adjudged.

7. Agricultural Complaint Response Fund.
There is established the nonlapsing Agricultural
Complaint Response Fund. The commissioner may
accept funds from any source designated to be placed
in the fund. The commissioner may authorize
expenses from the fund as necessary to investigate
complaints involving a farm or farm operation and to
abate conditions potentially resulting from farms or
farm operations.

8. Rules. The commissioner shall adopt rules in
accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure
Act to interpret and implement this section.

9. Educational outreach. The Commissioner
of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources shall
conduct an educational outreach program for the
agricultural community to increase awareness of the
provisions of this section and the currently adopted
best management practices of the Department of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources. The commis-
sioner shall inform the public about the provisions of
this section, the complaint resolution process adopted
by the department and state policy with respect to
preservation and protection of agricultural and natural
resources.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 724
H.P. 1893 - L.D. 2634

An Act to Implement the
Recommendations of the Joint
Standing Committee on Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry Relating
to Review of the State Board of
Pesticides Control Under the State
Government Evaluation Act

1576

SECOND REGULAR SESSION -1999

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §1471-M, sub-§7, as en-
acted by PL 1997, c. 389, §1, is amended to read:

7. Data collection; annual report. The board
shall implement a system of record keeping, reporting,
data collection and analysis that provides information
on the quantity of product and brand names of
pesticides sold. The board, in cooperation with the
University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service,
shall study ways to improve pesticide information data
bases and to optimize the useful analysis of reported
information.

No later than October 1, 1998, and each year thereaf-
ter, the board shall publish an annual pesticides report
containing the quantity of product, sorted by the name
and United States Environmental Protection Agency
registration number, of all pesticides sold in the prior
year, with the data further sorted by sector of use
wherever possible, except that the pesticides report
under this subsection is not required in the years 2000
and 2001.

Sec. 2. State Board of Pesticides Control;
progress report. During the First Regular Session
of the 120th Legislature, the State Board of Pesticides
Control shall report to the joint standing committee of
the Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural
matters on the board's discussions regarding data
collection and progress in developing methods to
increase the reliability and usefulness of data collected
on pesticide use. The joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural
matters may report out legislation to the Second
Regular Session of the 120th Legislature regarding
data collection and reporting of pesticide use.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 725
S.P. 1059 - L.D. 2650

An Act to Clarify the Enforcement
Authority of the Manufactured
Housing Board

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of
the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days
after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, the Attorney General has recently
opined that the manufactured housing law provides for
the preemption of state or other political subdivision
codes, standards, rules or regulations under certain
circumstances; and





