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of the State Police.  This paragraph is repealed July 
30, 2002. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 654 

H.P. 1767 - L.D. 2480 

An Act to Allow Police Assistance in 
Emergency Situations 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §2674, as amended by 
PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is further amended 
by adding a new 3rd paragraph to read: 

If the request for assistance is for a major un-
planned incident that jeopardizes the health and 
welfare of the citizens of the requesting municipality 
and when delay may cause further jeopardy to life or 
property, the police chief of any municipality or the 
chief's designee may request assistance from or 
provide assistance to another municipality whether or 
not an agreement between the 2 municipalities exists.  
Each police department shall assume its own liability 
to a 3rd party, except for liability incurred by the 
command or operational decisions made by the 
requesting department, which must be assumed by the 
requesting department.  For the purposes of this 
paragraph, "major unplanned incident" means an 
extraordinary emergency to which a law enforcement 
agency is unable to adequately respond that presents a 
substantial and imminent danger to the public safety 
and that necessitates the cooperation or assistance of 
other law enforcement agencies. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 655 

S.P. 924 - L.D. 2375 

An Act to Rid Maine's Waters of 
Ocean Vessel Sewage 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

PART A 

Sec. A-1.  Determination and plan re-
garding state marine sanitation device pump-
out station needs and extent of no-discharge 
zone.  The Department of Environmental Protection 
shall: 

1.  Review the number and location of all opera-
tional pump-out stations and waste reception facilities 
at public and private marinas and other boating access 
facilities within the coastal zone of the State; 

2.  Apply for grant money under the federal 
Clean Vessel Act of 1992, 106 Stat. 5086-5091 to 
construct, renovate, operate and maintain pump-out 
facilities and to conduct a program to educate vessel 
owners and operators about the problems caused by 
the discharge of sanitary waste from vessels; 

3.  Develop a plan for the construction, renova-
tion or maintenance of pump-out facilities that are 
necessary to ensure that such facilities are adequate to 
meet the needs of watercraft using the coastal waters 
of the State and submit a report on the plan no later 
than January 15, 2001 to the joint standing committee 
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural 
resources matters; 

4.  Develop a program to educate vessel owners 
and operators about the problem of sanitary waste 
discharges from vessels and inform them of the 
location of pump-out facilities; 

5.  No later than January 15, 2004, report to the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over natural resources matters on the 
status of implementing the plan developed pursuant to 
subsection 3, the adequacy of facilities for the safe and 
sanitary removal of sanitary waste from watercraft 
using significant harbors and bays in the State and 
plans for enforcement of no-discharge zones in the 
State; 

6.  No later than January 15, 2005, apply to the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency for 
designation of up to 50 significant harbors or bays in 
the territorial waters of the State, as identified by the 
Commissioner of Environmental Protection, as "no-
discharge zones" pursuant to 33 United States Code, 
Section 1322.  In identifying significant harbors and 
bays, the commissioner shall give priority to areas that 
are potentially commercially significant shellfish 
harvesting resources and areas that have significant 
boat traffic; and 

7.  No later than January 15, 2005, report to the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over natural resources matters on the 
feasibility of implementing a no-discharge zone for all 
the territorial waters of the State. 

PART B 

Sec. B-1.  38 MRSA §423-B, as enacted by 
PL 1989, c. 433, §2, is repealed and the following 
enacted in its place: 




