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§8942.  Investigations and inspections 

The department may conduct investigations and 
inspections, including medical, demographic, 
environmental, epidemiological and toxicological 
investigations, of current or past cases of suspected 
birth defects in order to determine the nature and 
extent of disease or known or suspected causes of the 
birth defects, to improve access to services and to 
formulate and evaluate control measures to protect the 
public health.  Persons requested to provide informa-
tion and access to health care and other records for the 
purposes of an investigation or inspection under this 
section shall provide information and access. 

§8943.  Central registry 

The department shall establish and maintain a 
central registry for cases of birth defects to accomplish 
the purposes of this chapter and facilitate research on 
birth defects.  The submission of information to and 
distribution of information from the central registry  
are subject to the requirements of this chapter and 
other provisions of law.  Information that directly or 
indirectly identifies individual persons contained 
within the registry is confidential and must be 
distributed from the registry in accordance with rules 
adopted by the department.  The department may not 
require the reporting of information or enter into the 
central registry information regarding birth defects of  
a child whose parent or legal guardian objects on the 
basis of sincerely held religious beliefs. 

§8944.  Rules 

The department shall adopt rules to implement 
this chapter.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section  
are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, 
chapter 375, subchapter II-A. 

§8945.  Report 

By the last business day of each year the depart-
ment shall report to the joint standing committee of  
the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and 
human services matters regarding the operation of the 
program and the central registry.  The report must 
include information on any findings and activities of 
the department with regard to birth defects and a 
summary of statistical information from the program 
and the central registry.  The report may include 
recommendations from the department to improve the 
operation of the program and the central registry. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 345 

S.P. 578 - L.D. 1658 

An Act to Release Juvenile Crime 
Records to School Personnel 

Mandate preamble.  This measure requires 
one or more local units of government to expand or 
modify activities so as to necessitate additional 
expenditures from local revenues but does not provide 
funding for at least 90% of those expenditures.  
Pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, 
Section 21, two thirds of all of the members elected to 
each House have determined it necessary to enact this 
measure. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  15 MRSA §3308, sub-§7, ¶E is en-
acted to read: 

E.  When a juvenile is charged in a juvenile peti-
tion that alleges the use or threatened use of 
physical force against a person or when a juve-
nile is adjudicated as having committed one or 
more juvenile crimes that involve the use or 
threatened use of physical force against a person, 
the district attorney in the district where the 
charges were brought shall provide to the super-
intendent of the juvenile's school or the superin-
tendent's designees: 

(1)  The name of the juvenile; 

(2)  The nature of the alleged offense or of-
fense; 

(3)  The date of the alleged offense or of-
fense; 

(4)  The date of the petition; 

(5)  The date of the adjudication, if appli-
cable; and 

(6) The location of the court where the case 
was brought, if applicable. 

All information provided under this paragraph is 
confidential and may not be further distributed, 
except as provided in Title 20-A, section 1055, 
subsection 11.  Information provided pursuant to 
this paragraph to the superintendent of the ju-
venile's school or the superintendent's designees 
may not become part of the student's education 
record. 

Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §1055, sub-§11 is en-
acted to read: 
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11.  Notification teams.  Within 10 days after 
receiving notice from a district attorney of an alleged 
juvenile offense or juvenile offense, pursuant to Title 
15, section 3308, subsection 7, paragraph E, the 
superintendent shall convene a notification team.  The 
notification team must consist of the administrator of 
the school building or the administrator's designee, at 
least one classroom teacher to whom the student is 
assigned, a parent or guardian of the student and a 
guidance counselor.  The notification team is entitled 
to receive the information described in Title 15, 
section 3308, subsection 7, paragraph E, subpara-
graphs (1) to (6).  The notification team shall also 
determine on the basis of need which school employ-
ees are entitled to receive that information. 

Confidentiality of this criminal justice information 
regarding juveniles must be ensured at all times, and 
the information may be released only under the 
conditions of this subsection.  The superintendent  
shall ensure that confidentiality training is provided to 
all school employees who have access to the informa-
tion. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 346 

S.P. 679 - L.D. 1929 

An Act Concerning Damage to Lands 
and Natural Resources Caused by 

Natural Gas Pipelines 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  4 MRSA §18-B, sub-§11 is enacted 
to read: 

11.  Mediation of disputes involving natural 
gas pipelines.  The natural gas pipeline dispute 
resolution program is a program within the Court 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Service. 

A.  The Director of the Court Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Service shall administer the natural 
gas pipeline dispute resolution program estab-
lished in Title 5, chapter 314, subchapter III. 

B.  A natural gas pipeline dispute resolution fund 
is established as a nonlapsing, dedicated fund 
within the Administrative Office of the Courts.  
Fees collected for mediation services pursuant to 
Title 5, chapter 314, subchapter III must be de-
posited in the fund.  The Administrative Office  
of the Courts shall use the resources in the fund 
to cover the costs of providing mediation ser-
vices as required under Title 5, chapter 314, sub-
chapter III. 

Sec. 2.  5 MRSA c. 314, sub-c. III is enacted 
to read: 

SUBCHAPTER III 

NATURAL GAS PIPELINE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION PROGRAM 

§3345.  Disputes involving natural gas pipeline 
activities 

1.  Program established.  The natural gas pipe-
line dispute resolution program is established to 
provide private landowners with a prompt, independ-
ent, inexpensive and local forum for mediation of 
disputes concerning acts or omissions occurring  
during the construction, maintenance or operation of 
any natural gas pipelines that result in property 
damage. 

2.  Provision of mediation services; forms, fil-
ing and fees.  The Court Alternative Dispute Resolu-
tion Service created in Title 4, section 18-B, shall 
provide mediation services under this subchapter.  The 
Court Alternative Dispute Resolution Service shall: 

A.  Assign mediators under this subchapter who 
are knowledgeable in land use regulatory issues, 
property law and environmental law; 

B.  Establish a simple and expedient application 
process; and 

C.  Establish a fee for services in an amount not 
to exceed $175 for every 4 hours of mediation 
services provided.  The landowner is responsible 
for the costs of the first 4 hours of mediation and 
for the costs of providing notice as required un-
der subsection 7. 

3.  Application; eligibility.  A landowner may 
apply for mediation under this subchapter if that 
landowner: 

A.  Has suffered property damage as a result of 
an act or omission by a person surveying, con-
structing, operating or maintaining a natural gas 
pipeline on, over or under the landowner's land; 

B.  Applies for mediation under subsection 4: 

(1)  With respect to any dispute concerning 
acts or omissions occurring during the con-
struction of the pipeline, within one year of 
the completion of pipeline construction on 
the property; or 

(2)  With respect to any dispute concerning 
acts or omissions occurring after the con-
struction of the pipeline, within the appli-
cable statute of limitations on the 
underlying claim; 




