MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from electronic originals

(may include minor formatting differences from printed original)




LAWS

OF THE

STATE OF MAINE

AS PASSED BY THE

ONE HUNDRED AND NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION
December 2, 1998 to June 19, 1999

THE GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE FOR
FIRST REGULAR SESSION
NON-EMERGENCY LAWS IS
SEPTEMBER 18, 1999

PUBLISHED BY THE REVISOR OF STATUTES
IN ACCORDANCE WITH MAINE REVISED STATUTES ANNOTATED,
TITLE 3, SECTION 163-A, SUBSECTION 4.

J.S. McCarthy Company
Augusta, Maine
1999



FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 1999

each House have determined it necessary to enact this
measure.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 33 MRSA §772-A, as enacted by PL
1981, c. 367, §2, is repealed and the following enacted
in its place:

§772-A. Effect of release

1. Testimonium clause. A deed or other in-
strument executed after the effective date of this
subsection that includes the following language:
"[name] (wife _or husband) of said Grantor, joins as
Grantor and releases all rights by descent and all other
rights" or similar language within the testimonium
clause conveys any and all interests of the joining
spouse to the property described in the deed or other
instrument. This subsection applies to a deed or other
instrument even if the joining spouse is not set forth in
the beginning of the deed as a grantor to the convey-
ance.

This subsection does not apply to a deed dated before
the effective date of this subsection that contains
language in the testimonium clause as described in this
subsection until November 1, 2000, at which time this
subsection applies unless notice of a claim of right,
title or interest is recorded in the registry of deeds for
the county in which the land is located and an action is
commenced on or before November 1, 2000 in any
court with jurisdiction to adjudicate this action.

2. Filing of notice. In order for the notice
specified in subsection 1 to be effective, it must
contain _an adequate description of the property in
which the right, title or interest is claimed; a reference
to the deed or other instrument on which the claim is
based; the name of the current record owner of the
property; and must be duly verified by oath taken by
any person authorized to perform notarial acts. The
register of deeds for the county in which the land is
located shall accept all such notices presented that
describe property located in the county and shall enter
and record them in the same manner that deeds and
other instruments are recorded and may charge the
same fee for the recording of these notices as is
charged for recording deeds. In indexing the notice,
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the current record owner of the property at the last
known address of that owner.

3. Persons under disability; time limits not
extended. Disability or lack of knowledge of any
kind does not extend the time limits provided in this
section.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 344

H.P. 1322 - L.D. 1905

An Act to Establish the Birth Defects
Program

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA c. 1687 is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 1687
BIRTH DEFECTS PROGRAM
88941. Birth Defects Program

There is established, within the Bureau of
Health, the Birth Defects Program, referred to in this
chapter as the "program,” to identify and investigate
birth defects in children. The program shall identify
and research birth defects in children and maintain a
central registry of cases of birth defects.

1. Duties. The program shall collect, analyze
and distribute information and undertake necessary
research to identify the following with regard to birth
defects: causes, risk factors and strategies for preven-
tion and the provision of services.

2. Data collection. The program shall establish
systems for data collection that are medically recog-
nized and scientific, that identify prevalence and
incidence rates by region and population group and
that identify the morbidity and mortality rates
resulting from birth defects.

3. Submission of information. Providers of
health care licensed under this Title and Title 32 must

the reqister of deeds shall enter it in the grantee index

make available to the program health care records and

of deeds under the name of the claimant appearing in

information relating to the occurrence of birth defects

the notice and in the grantor index of deeds under the

in the form and manner provided by the department.

name of the record owner appearing in the notice.
Within a reasonable time after recording the notice,
the reqister of deeds shall enter upon the margin of the
record of the deed or other instrument on which the
claim is based the volume and page in which the
record of the notice may be found. The person filing
the notice shall deliver or mail a copy of the notice to
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4. Contact with families. The department may
contact families to provide information about
available services.

5. Contracts. The department may enter into
contracts with nonprofit institutions and entities to
perform its functions under this chapter.
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88942. Investigations and inspections

The department may conduct investigations and
inspections, _including  medical, demographic,
environmental, epidemiological and toxicological
investigations, of current or past cases of suspected
birth defects in order to determine the nature and
extent of disease or known or suspected causes of the
birth defects, to improve access to services and to
formulate and evaluate control measures to protect the
public health. Persons requested to provide informa-
tion and access to health care and other records for the
purposes of an investigation or inspection under this
section shall provide information and access.

88943. Central registry

The department shall establish and maintain a
central reqgistry for cases of birth defects to accomplish
the purposes of this chapter and facilitate research on
birth defects. The submission of information to and
distribution of information from the central registry
are subject to the requirements of this chapter and
other provisions of law. Information that directly or
indirectly identifies individual persons contained
within _the reqgistry is confidential and must be
distributed from the registry in accordance with rules
adopted by the department. The department may not
require the reporting of information or enter into the
central registry information regarding birth defects of
a child whose parent or legal guardian objects on the
basis of sincerely held religious beliefs.

§8944. Rules

The department shall adopt rules to implement
this chapter. Rules adopted pursuant to this section
are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5,
chapter 375, subchapter II-A.

§8945. Report

By the last business day of each year the depart-
ment shall report to the joint standing committee of
the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and
human services matters regarding the operation of the
program _and the central registry. The report must
include information on any findings and activities of
the department with regard to birth defects and a
summary of statistical information from the program
and the central reqgistry. The report may include
recommendations from the department to improve the
operation of the program and the central registry.

See title page for effective date.
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CHAPTER 345

S.P.578 - L.D. 1658

An Act to Release Juvenile Crime
Records to School Personnel

Mandate preamble. This measure requires
one or more local units of government to expand or
modify activities so as to necessitate additional
expenditures from local revenues but does not provide
funding for at least 90% of those expenditures.
Pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Article IX,
Section 21, two thirds of all of the members elected to
each House have determined it necessary to enact this
measure.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 15 MRSA 83308, sub-§87, JE is en-
acted to read:

E. When a juvenile is charged in a juvenile peti-
tion that alleges the use or threatened use of
physical force against a person or when a juve-
nile is adjudicated as having committed one or
more _juvenile crimes that involve the use or
threatened use of physical force against a person,
the district attorney in the district where the
charges were brought shall provide to the super-
intendent of the juvenile's school or the superin-
tendent's designees:

(1) The name of the juvenile;

(2) The nature of the alleged offense or of-
fense;

(3) The date of the alleged offense or of-
fense;

(4) The date of the petition;

(5) The date of the adjudication, if appli-
cable; and

(6) The location of the court where the case
was brought, if applicable.

All information provided under this paragraph is
confidential and may not be further distributed,
except as provided in Title 20-A, section 1055,
subsection 11. Information provided pursuant to
this paragraph to the superintendent of the ju-
venile's school or the superintendent's designees
may not become part of the student's education
record.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA 81055, sub-811 is en-
acted to read:






