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coverage for prescription drugs prescribed for reasons
other than contraceptive purposes or for prescription
contraception that is necessary to preserve the life or
health of a covered person. For the purposes of this
section, "religious employer” means an employer that
is a church, convention or association of churches or
an elementary or secondary school that is controlled,
operated or principally supported by a church or by a
convention or association of churches as defined in 26
United States Code, Section 3121 (w) (3) (A) and that
gualifies as a tax-exempt organization under 26 United
States Code, Section 501(c) (3).

Sec. 4. 24-A MRSA 84245 is enacted to
read:

84245. Coverage for contraceptives

1. Coverage requirements. All health mainte-
nance organization individual and group health
contracts that provide coverage for prescription drugs
or_outpatient medical services must provide coverage
for_all prescription contraceptives approved by the
federal Food and Drug Administration or for outpa-
tient contraceptive services, respectively, to the same
extent that coverage is provided for other prescription
drugs or outpatient medical services. For purposes of
this section, the term "outpatient contraceptive
services" means consultations, examinations, proce-
dures and medical services provided on an outpatient
basis and related to the use of contraceptive methods
to prevent an unintended pregnancy. This section may
not be construed to apply to prescription drugs or
devices that are designed to terminate a pregnancy.

2. Exclusion for religious employer. A reli-
gious employer may request and a health maintenance
organization shall grant an exclusion under the policy
or_contract for the coverage required by this section if
the required coverage conflicts with the religious
employer's bona fide religious beliefs and practices.
A religious employer that obtains an exclusion under
this subsection shall provide prospective insureds and
those individuals insured under its policy written
notice of the exclusion. This section may not be
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Sec. 5. Application. The requirements of this
Act apply to all policies, contracts and certificates
executed, delivered, issued for delivery, continued or
renewed in this State on or after March 1, 2000. For
purposes of this Act, a contract is deemed to be
renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of
the contract date.

Sec. 6. Exemption from review. Notwith-
standing the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 24-A,
section 2752, this Act is enacted without review by the
Bureau of Insurance within the Department of
Professional and Financial Regulation.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 342
S.P.39-L.D. 49
An Act to Amend the Drug Laws
Related to Possession of a Firearm

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA 81105, sub-81, fC, as
repealed and replaced by PL 1989, c. 600, Pt. A, 885
and 6, is repealed and the following enacted in its
place:

C. A person violates section 1103, 1104 or
1106, and, at the time of the offense, the person:

(1) Uses a firearm;

(2) Carries a firearm;

(3) In furtherance of the offense, possesses
a firearm; or

(4) 1s armed with a firearm.

See title page for effective date.

construed as authorizing a health maintenance
organization to exclude coverage for prescription
drugs prescribed for reasons other than contraceptive
purposes or for prescription contraception that is
necessary to preserve the life or health of a covered
person. For the purposes of this section, "religious
employer" means an employer that is a church,
convention or association of churches or an elemen-
tary or secondary school that is controlled, operated or
principally supported by a church or by a convention
or_association of churches as defined in 26 United
States Code, Section 3121 (w) (3) (A) and that
gualifies as a tax-exempt organization under 26 United
States Code, Section 501(c) (3).
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CHAPTER 343

H.P. 1415 - L.D. 2022

An Act to Improve the Marketability
of Real Estate Titles

Mandate preamble. This measure requires
one or more local units of government to expand or
modify activities so as to necessitate additional
expenditures from local revenues but does not provide
funding for at least 90% of those expenditures.
Pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Article IX,
Section 21, two thirds of all of the members elected to
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each House have determined it necessary to enact this
measure.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 33 MRSA §772-A, as enacted by PL
1981, c. 367, §2, is repealed and the following enacted
in its place:

§772-A. Effect of release

1. Testimonium clause. A deed or other in-
strument executed after the effective date of this
subsection that includes the following language:
"[name] (wife _or husband) of said Grantor, joins as
Grantor and releases all rights by descent and all other
rights" or similar language within the testimonium
clause conveys any and all interests of the joining
spouse to the property described in the deed or other
instrument. This subsection applies to a deed or other
instrument even if the joining spouse is not set forth in
the beginning of the deed as a grantor to the convey-
ance.

This subsection does not apply to a deed dated before
the effective date of this subsection that contains
language in the testimonium clause as described in this
subsection until November 1, 2000, at which time this
subsection applies unless notice of a claim of right,
title or interest is recorded in the registry of deeds for
the county in which the land is located and an action is
commenced on or before November 1, 2000 in any
court with jurisdiction to adjudicate this action.

2. Filing of notice. In order for the notice
specified in subsection 1 to be effective, it must
contain _an adequate description of the property in
which the right, title or interest is claimed; a reference
to the deed or other instrument on which the claim is
based; the name of the current record owner of the
property; and must be duly verified by oath taken by
any person authorized to perform notarial acts. The
register of deeds for the county in which the land is
located shall accept all such notices presented that
describe property located in the county and shall enter
and record them in the same manner that deeds and
other instruments are recorded and may charge the
same fee for the recording of these notices as is
charged for recording deeds. In indexing the notice,
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the current record owner of the property at the last
known address of that owner.

3. Persons under disability; time limits not
extended. Disability or lack of knowledge of any
kind does not extend the time limits provided in this
section.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 344

H.P. 1322 - L.D. 1905

An Act to Establish the Birth Defects
Program

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA c. 1687 is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 1687
BIRTH DEFECTS PROGRAM
88941. Birth Defects Program

There is established, within the Bureau of
Health, the Birth Defects Program, referred to in this
chapter as the "program,” to identify and investigate
birth defects in children. The program shall identify
and research birth defects in children and maintain a
central registry of cases of birth defects.

1. Duties. The program shall collect, analyze
and distribute information and undertake necessary
research to identify the following with regard to birth
defects: causes, risk factors and strategies for preven-
tion and the provision of services.

2. Data collection. The program shall establish
systems for data collection that are medically recog-
nized and scientific, that identify prevalence and
incidence rates by region and population group and
that identify the morbidity and mortality rates
resulting from birth defects.

3. Submission of information. Providers of
health care licensed under this Title and Title 32 must

the reqister of deeds shall enter it in the grantee index

make available to the program health care records and

of deeds under the name of the claimant appearing in

information relating to the occurrence of birth defects

the notice and in the grantor index of deeds under the

in the form and manner provided by the department.

name of the record owner appearing in the notice.
Within a reasonable time after recording the notice,
the reqister of deeds shall enter upon the margin of the
record of the deed or other instrument on which the
claim is based the volume and page in which the
record of the notice may be found. The person filing
the notice shall deliver or mail a copy of the notice to
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4. Contact with families. The department may
contact families to provide information about
available services.

5. Contracts. The department may enter into
contracts with nonprofit institutions and entities to
perform its functions under this chapter.






