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FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 1999

CHAPTER 317

S.P. 241 -L.D. 663

An Act to Clarify the Powers of
Game Wardens When Stopping
Motor Vehicles

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of
the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days
after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, the authority of a game warden to
stop a vehicle to protect a person from threat of death
or personal injury is essential;

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA 87053, sub-82, D-1, as
enacted by PL 1989, c. 493, 85, is amended to read:

D-1. If in uniform and if they have a reasonable
and articulable suspicion that a motor vehicle or
other conveyance, or its operator or occupant, is
or has been involved in, or may contain evidence
of, a violation of chapters 701 to 721 or when
necessary to protect a person from the threat of
death or personal injury, stop the motor vehicle
or other conveyance to check its registration and
vehicle identification number, request personal
identification of the operator or occupant and
question the operator or occupant about the vio-
lation. This paragraph is repealed 90 days after

PUBLIC LAW, c. 319

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when
approved.

Effective May 25, 1999.

CHAPTER 318

H.P.56-L.D. 70

An Act to Increase Penalties for
Standing or Walking on Railroad
Tracks

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 23 MRSA 87007, as amended by PL
1991, c. 797, 88, is further amended to read:

§7007. Penalty for being on track or bridge or

entering track with team

Wheever A person who, without right, stands or
walks on a railroad track or railroad bridge or passes
over such a bridge except by railroad conveyance
forfeits—not-less—than—$5-nor—meore—than-$20to-be

int commits a civil violation for
which the following forfeiture must be adjudged: for
a first offense, not less than $5 nor more than $100;
for a 2nd offense, not less than $100 nor more than
$500; for a 3rd and subsequent offenses, not less than
$500 nor more than $1000. Wheever A person who,
without right, enters upon any railroad track with any
team, or any vehicle however propelled or drives any
team or propels any vehicle upon any railroad track
commits a Class E crime.

See title page for effective date.

adjournment of the Second Regular Session of
the 119th Legislature;

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA 8§7053, sub-82, D-2 is
enacted to read:

D-2. If in uniform and if they have a reasonable
and articulable suspicion that a motor vehicle or
other conveyance, or its operator or occupant, is
or has been involved in, or may contain evidence
of, a violation of chapters 701 to 721, stop the
motor vehicle or other conveyance to check its
registration and vehicle identification number,
request personal identification of the operator or
occupant and question the operator or occupant
about the violation. This paragraph takes effect
90 days after adjournment of the Second Reqular
Session of the 119th Legislature.
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CHAPTER 319

H.P.530 - L.D. 737

An Act to Extend the Open Water
Fishing Season

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA 87552, sub-85-A, 1D, as
amended by PL 1995, c. 406, 89, is further amended
to read:

D. The commissioner by rule shal may extend
the open-water fishing season threugh-the-month

of-November—in-lakes—and-ponds—that-are—man-
narile § fich in it





