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B.  Petitions must be delivered to the registrar, or 
clerk at the request or upon the absence of the 
registrar, for certification by 5 p.m. on May 25th 
in the election year in which the petitions are to 
be used, except that petitions for a slate of candi-
dates for the office of presidential elector must  
be delivered for certification by 5 p.m. on  
August 8th in the election year in which the peti-
tions are to be used. 

Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §354, sub-§8-A, as 
amended by PL 1995, c. 459, §28, is further amended 
to read: 

8-A.  Filed with the Secretary of State. A 
nomination petition must be filed in the office of the 
Secretary of State by 5 p.m. on June 1st in the election 
year in which it is to be used, except that petitions for 
a slate of candidates for the office of presidential 
elector must be filed in the office of the Secretary of 
State by 5 p.m. on August 15th in the election year in 
which the petitions are to be used. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 265 

H.P. 1215 - L.D. 1744 

An Act to Allow Child-placing 
Agencies to License Preadoptive 

Homes as Foster Care Homes for a 
Child Placed in that Home Awaiting 

Adoption 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §8206 is enacted to read: 

§8206.  Preadoptive homes as foster homes 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless 
the context otherwise indicates, the following terms 
have the following meanings. 

A.  "Foster home" means a child's home that is a 
private dwelling where substitute parental care is 
provided within a family on a regular, 24-hour-a-
day, residential basis. 

B.  "Preadoptive parent" means a person who has 
entered into an agreement with a licensed private 
child-placing agency that has certified the person 
as a potential adoptive parent who will accept a 
child into care with the intent to adopt that child. 

2.  Home certification.  Pursuant to rules 
adopted by the department, a licensed private child-
placing agency may certify a preadoptive parent's 

home as a foster home for a child placed in that home 
awaiting adoption by the preadoptive parent.  Rules 
adopted pursuant to this subsection are major substan-
tive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 
II-A. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 266 

S.P. 690 - L.D. 1936 

An Act to Modify the Juvenile Code 
with Regard to the Service of 

Juvenile Summonses 

Mandate preamble.  This measure requires 
one or more local units of government to expand or 
modify activities so as to necessitate additional 
expenditures from local revenues but does not provide 
funding for at least 90% of those expenditures.  
Pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, 
Section 21, two thirds of all of the members elected to 
each House have determined it necessary to enact this 
measure. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  15 MRSA §3301, sub-§5, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 1997, c. 421, Pt. A, §2, is further 
amended to read: 

B.  Make whatever informal adjustment is practi-
cable without a petition. The juvenile caseworker 
may effect whatever informal adjustment is 
agreed to by the juvenile and the juvenile's par-
ents, guardian or legal custodian if the juvenile is 
not emancipated, including a restitution contract 
with the victim of the crime and the performance 
of community service. Informal adjustments may 
extend no longer than 6 months and may not be 
commenced unless: 

(1)  The juvenile caseworker determines 
that the juvenile and the juvenile's parents, 
guardian or legal custodian, if the juvenile 
is not emancipated, were advised of their 
constitutional rights, including the right to 
an adjudicatory hearing, the right to be rep-
resented by counsel and the right to have 
counsel appointed by the court if indigent; 

(2)  The facts establish prima facie jurisdic-
tion, except that any admission made in 
connection with this informal adjustment 
may not be used in evidence against the ju-
venile if a petition based on the same facts 
is later filed; and 




