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The department shall confer with the joint 
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdic-
tion over natural resource matters before it proposes 
any revisions to the state implementation plan, 
required in the federal Clean Air Act, Section 110, 42 
United States Code, Section 7410, that would require 
the State to implement new emissions reduction 
strategies or programs or substantially revise or 
terminate existing emissions reduction strategies or 
programs.  Notwithstanding any other parts of this 
section, rules adopted pursuant to this section relating 
to motor vehicle fuel standards are major substantive 
rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-
A. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective April 30, 1999. 

CHAPTER 108 

H.P. 673 - L.D. 929 

An Act to Require Reflective 
Material or Lamps on the Front of 

Utility Trailers 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  29-A MRSA §2385, sub-§4 is en-
acted to read: 

4.  Trailers.  A trailer that is wider than the ve-
hicle towing the trailer must be equipped with 
reflective material or a lamp on each front corner that 
is visible to oncoming traffic. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 109 

H.P. 977 - L.D. 1375 

An Act to Provide Post-judgment 
Interest in Small Claims Actions 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  14 MRSA §7487 is enacted to read: 

§7487.  Interest 

A person who is awarded a money judgment in a 
small claims action is entitled to post-judgment interest 
in accordance with section 1602-A. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 110 

H.P. 534 - L.D. 741 

An Act to Assist the Department of 
Public Safety in Implementing the 

Requirements of Fingerprint-based 
Background Checks 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of 
the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days 
after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, commencing July 1, 1999, certifica-
tion, authorization, approval and renewal of teachers 
and educational personnel are subject to the provisions 
of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 
6103; and 

Whereas, to aid in ensuing compliance with the 
July 1, 1999 beginning date, it is essential that certain 
changes be made in Title 20-A, section 6103 and Title 
25, section 1542-A relating to the taking of the 
fingerprints of applicants; and 

Whereas, the issue of certain expenses relating 
to obtaining the conviction data information required 
by Title 20-A, section 6103 needs to be expressly 
addressed; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §6103, sub-§6, as en-
acted by PL 1997, c. 452, §3, is repealed and the 
following enacted in its place: 

6.  Fingerprinting.  The applicant shall submit 
to having fingerprints taken.  The Maine State Police, 
upon payment by the applicant or any other entity 
required by law of the expenses specified in subsec-
tion 4, shall take or cause to be taken the applicant's 
fingerprints and shall forward the fingerprints to the 
State Bureau of Identification so that the bureau can 
conduct state and national criminal history record 
checks.  Except for the portion of the payment, if any, 
that constitutes the processing fee charged by the 




