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13. Conditions.  The commission is authorized 
to impose conditions on a license if one or more of the 
criteria established in this section are not met at the 
time the license is issued and the licensee is able to 
comply with the conditions within a specified time 
period during the licensing year or if the conditions  
are requested both by the municipality as a condition 
of its approval and by the applicant. 

Sec. 6.  8 MRSA §285, as enacted by PL 
1997, c. 474, §5, is reallocated to 8 MRSA §285-A. 

Sec. 7.  8 MRSA §285, sub-§3, as enacted by 
PL 1997, c. 528, §46 and affected by §47, is repealed 
and the following enacted in its place: 

3.  Membership.  The board consists of 9 mem-
bers and 2 alternates appointed by the commissioner.  
Full, voting board members must be appointed by the 
commissioner as follows: 

A.  Two persons representing commercial tracks:  
one representing and recommended by each of 
the 2 commercial harness racing tracks in the 
State; 

B.  One person recommended by an association 
in the State representing harness horsemen; 

C.  Two persons recommended by an association 
in the State representing Standardbred breeders 
and owners; 

D.  One person nominated by the Maine Asso-
ciation of Agricultural Fairs; 

E.  One person who represents the interests of 
off-track betting facilities; and 

F.  Two persons who are members of the general 
public with an interest in harness racing. 

Alternates must be members of the general public with 
an interest in harness racing.  An alternate may cast a 
vote as a member of the board upon the absence of a 
full, voting member. 

Members serve 3-year terms. 

Sec. 8.  8 MRSA §285, sub-§12, as enacted 
by PL 1997, c. 528, §46 and affected by §47, is 
repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

12. Report to Legislature.  The board shall 
provide a report to the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over matters of harness 
racing on or before the 15th of February each year.  
The report must contain: 

A.  A discussion of any areas of policy or ad-
ministration that, in the opinion of the board, 

should be brought to the attention of the commit-
tee; 

B.  A review of the operations of the board, in-
cluding a summary of income and  expenses of 
the Harness Racing Promotional Fund and im-
provement to the economic condition of the har-
ness racing industry in the State; and 

C.  A discussion of the progress toward meeting 
the goals of subsection 6. 

Sec. 9.  Appropriation.  The following funds 
are appropriated from the General Fund to carry out 
the purposes of this Act. 

  1998-99 

AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND 

RURAL RESOURCES, 

DEPARTMENT OF 

Harness Racing Commission 

All Other ($129,600) 

Deappropriates funds 
designated to hire certain race 
track officials.  These funds are 
no longer needed. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 736 

H.P. 1449 - L.D. 2040 

An Act to Amend the Law Relating 
to Special Education Out-of-district 

Placements 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §7302, sub-§3, ¶B,  as 
enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to 
read: 

B.  Private schools that have an exclusive con-
tract with a school administrative unit for the 
provision of secondary education or that have a 
student enrollment with greater than 60% public 
tuition students are exempted from the provision 
of paragraph A and shall must be treated as pub-
lic schools for the computation of special educa-
tion tuition rates. 

Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §15612, sub-§11, as 
repealed and replaced by PL 1989, c. 878, Pt. D, §7, is 
amended to read: 
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11.  Special education tuition and costs for 
out-of-district placement adjustment.  A school 
administrative unit which that places a student in an 
out-of-district placement shall, in a regional program 
established consistent with section 7253 or in a 
regional program recognized by the department prior 
to July 1, 1997 must receive an adjustment equal to  
the amount, if any, by which the tuition, treatment and 
room and board costs for an approved out-of-district 
special education placement in the year of allocation 
exceeds 3 times the secondary foundation per pupil 
operating rate for that year, or a prorated amount if the 
placement is less than a full year.  State payments to 
school administrative units pursuant to this subsection 
shall must be made during the year of allocation.  The 
funds for the adjustment shall be are limited to the 
amount appropriated by the Legislature for that 
purpose, and the department is authorized to prorate 
payments to units if the amount appropriated is 
insufficient to make full payments to all units. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 737 

S.P. 782 - L.D. 2109 

An Act to Reduce Motor Vehicle 
Fatalities and Injuries among Young 

Drivers 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  29-A MRSA §1256, sub-§1, as en-
acted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. 
B, §5, is amended to read: 

1.  Educational need.  A person seeking to 
qualify for a special restricted license based on 
educational need must file an application.  If the 
applicant qualifies under paragraph A, after passing an 
examination for operation of a motor vehicle as 
provided in section 1301, a special restricted license 
must be issued to the applicant.  A person who is 
between the ages of 16 and 17 is not required to 
complete a driver education course to qualify for a 
restricted license based on educational need. 

A.  An application must include: 

(1)  A signed notarized statement from the 
applicant and the applicant's parent or 
guardian that: 

(a)  No readily available alternative 
means of transportation exists; and 

(b)  Use of a motor vehicle is neces-
sary for transportation to and from a 

public secondary school, a private 
secondary school approved for attend-
ance purposes by the Commissioner  
of Education or an applied technology 
center or region that the applicant is 
attending; 

(2)  A verification of school attendance;  
and 

(3)  A statement by the principal of the 
school of the lack of a readily available al-
ternative means of transportation. 

B.  This license only authorizes the holder to op-
erate a motor vehicle between the holder's resi-
dence and school. 

Sec. 2.  29-A MRSA §1304, sub-§1, ¶ A, as 
enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by 
Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

A.  A person who is 15 years of age or older and 
has completed a course in driver education may 
apply for an instruction permit, except that a per-
son who is 15 years of age or older and has not 
attained 18 years of age must complete a course 
in driver education before applying for an in-
struction permit. 

Sec. 3.  29-A MRSA §1304, sub-§1, ¶E, as 
enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by 
Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

E.  Unless the permittee is operating a motorcy-
cle or motor-driven cycle, the permit requires the 
permittee to be accompanied by a licensed opera-
tor who: 

(1)  Has at least one year of driving experi-
ence held a valid license for 2 consecutive 
years; 

(2)  Is at least 18 20 years of age; and 

(3)  Is occupying a seat beside the driver. 

Sec. 4.  29-A MRSA §1304, sub-§1, ¶G, as 
enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by 
Pt. B, §5, is repealed. 

Sec. 5.  29-A MRSA §1304, sub-§1, ¶H is 
enacted to read: 

H.  A person under 21 years of age may not ap-
ply for a license unless: 

(1)  A period of 3 months has passed from 
the date the person was issued an instruc-
tion permit; and 




