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A political action committee that is registered 
with the commission or that accepts contributions or 
incurs obligations in an aggregate amount in excess of 
$50 on any one or more campaigns for the office of 
Governor, for state or county office or for the support 
or defeat of a referendum or initiated petition shall file 
a report on its activities in that campaign with the 
commission on forms as prescribed by the commis-
sion.  A political action committee organized in this 
State required under this section to file a report shall 
file the report for each filing period under section 
1059.  A political action committee organized outside 
this State shall file with the Commission on Govern-
mental Ethics and Election Practices of this State a 
copy of the report that the political action committee is 
required to file in the state in which the political action 
committee is organized.  The political action commit-
tee shall file the copy only if it has expended funds or 
received contributions or made expenditures in this 
State.  The copy of the report must be filed in 
accordance with the schedule of filing in the state 
where it is organized.  If contributions or expenditures 
are made relating to a municipal office or referendum, 
a copy of the report must be filed with the clerk in the 
subject municipality.  Any person or organization 
organized to oppose a question to be voted on by the 
electorate at referendum shall report, within 10 days 
following the drafting of the question by the Secretary 
of State and prior to the distribution of any petitions 
for voter signatures pursuant to chapter 11, to the 
commission as required in this section and sections 
1059 and 1060. 

Sec. 2.  30-A MRSA §2502, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 1995, c. 483, §22, is further amended 
to read: 

2.  Municipal referenda campaigns.   Munici-
pal referenda campaigns in towns or cities with a 
population of 15,000 or more are governed by Title 
21-A, chapter 13, subchapter IV.  Copies of the The 
registrations and reports of political action committees 
must be filed with the municipal clerk.  A town or city 
with a population of less than 15,000 may choose to  
be governed by Title 21-A, chapter 13, subchapter IV 
by vote of its legislative body at least 90 days before a 
referendum election.  A town or city that votes to 
adopt those provisions may revoke that decision, but it 
must do so at least 90 days before an election subject 
to that subchapter. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 568 

H.P. 1407 - L.D. 1971 

An Act to Provide Representation for 
Chiropractors on the Board of the 
Maine Health Data Organization 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §8703, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 1997, c. 53, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

2.  Board of directors.  The organization oper-
ates under the supervision of a board of directors, 
which consists of 16 18 voting members. 

A.  The Governor shall appoint 14 16 board 
members in accordance with the following re-
quirements.  Appointments by the Governor are 
not subject to review or confirmation. 

(1)  Three members must represent con-
sumers.  For the purposes of this section, 
"consumer" means a person who is not af-
filiated with or employed by a 3rd-party 
payor, a provider or an association repre-
senting those providers or those 3rd-party 
payors. 

(2)  Two Three members must represent 
employers.  One member must be chosen 
from a list provided by a health manage-
ment coalition in this State. 

(3)  Two members must represent 3rd-party 
payors. 

(4)  Seven Eight members must represent 
providers.  Two provider members must 
represent hospitals chosen from a list of at 
least 5 current hospital representatives 
provided by the Maine Hospital Associa-
tion.  Two provider members must be phy-
sicians or representatives of physicians 
chosen from a list of at least 5 nominees 
provided jointly by the Maine Medical As-
sociation and the Maine Osteopathic Asso-
ciation.  One provider member must be a 
dentist chosen from a list of at least 3 
nominees provided by the Maine Dental 
Association.  One provider member must  
be a chiropractor chosen from a list pro-
vided by a statewide chiropractic associa-
tion.  Two provider members must be 
representatives of other health care provid-
ers, at least one of whom is a current repre-
sentative of a home health care company. 
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B.  The commissioner shall appoint 2 members 
who are employees of the department to repre-
sent the State's interest in maintaining health data 
and to ensure that information collected is avail-
able for determining public health policy. 

C.  All appointments must be completed by May 
1, 1996. 

Sec. 2.  Appointment deadline.  The ap-
pointment of the additional provider member pursuant 
to section 1 of this Act must be no later than October 
15, 1998. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 569 

S.P. 691 - L.D. 1926 

An Act to Provide Additional Time 
for the Public Utilities Commission 

to Adopt Certain Rules 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of 
the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days 
after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, current law requires the Public Utili-
ties Commission to submit certain major substantive 
rules for legislative review by January 1, 1998; and 

Whereas, additional time is needed to prepare 
those rules; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §2102, sub-§3, as en-
acted by PL 1997, c. 118, §1, is amended to read: 

3.  Exemption for certain telephone utilities.  
The commission by rule may exempt a specified 
telephone utility or group of telephone utilities from 
obtaining the approval required by subsection 1 if the 
commission finds that the exemption will not result in 
unjust or unreasonable rates or inadequate service for 
any telephone utility customers.  The commission may 
limit the exemption to specified geographic areas.  For 
good cause, as provided in the rule establishing the 
exemption, the commission may revoke an exemption 
in whole or in part, including an exemption granted to 
a single telephone utility.  A telephone utility that is 

exempt from the approval requirement of subsection  
1: 

A.  Before commencing service, shall notify the 
commission of its intent to commence the ex-
empted service and provide any other informa-
tion the commission may require; 

B.  Shall obtain the approval of the commission 
under subsection 1 to provide any service other 
than the services specified in the exemption 
granted by the commission under this subsection; 
and 

C.  Remains subject to any other applicable pro-
visions of this Title and commission rules. 

Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are major 
substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, 
subchapter II-A and must be submitted to the Joint 
Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by 
January 1, 1998 1999. 

Sec. 2.  Retroactivity.  This Act applies retro-
actively to January 1, 1998. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective February 25, 1998. 

CHAPTER 570 

H.P. 1391 - L.D. 1944 

An Act to Encourage the Use of 
Environmental Fines for 
Environmental Benefits 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §349, sub-§2-A is enacted 
to read: 

2-A.  Supplemental environmental projects.  
In settling a civil enforcement action for any violation 
of any of the provisions of the laws administered by 
the department, including, without limitation, a 
violation of the terms or conditions of any order, rule, 
license, permit, approval or decision of the board or 
commissioner, the parties may agree to a supplemental 
environmental project that mitigates not more than 
80% of the assessed penalty.  "Supplemental environ-
mental project" means an environmentally beneficial 
project primarily benefiting public health or the 
environment that a violator is not otherwise required  
or likely to perform. 




