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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 1997

way, at their own risk. At a reqular session of the
commissioners, responsible persons may present a
written petition describing a way and stating that the
location, alteration, grading or closing for mainte-
nance or discontinuance of that way, in whole or in
part, or an alternative action, is desired. The commis-
sioners _may act upon the petition, conforming
substantially to the description without adhering
strictly to its bounds.

2. Closing roads in unorganized areas for the
winter. The county commissioners may close any
county road in the unorganized areas of their county
under the same conditions and following the same
procedure established in section 2953, subsections 1 to
4 for the closure of roads in municipalities by the
municipal officers, except that the county commis-
sioners_approve the order closing a road and may
annul, alter or modify any such order. A copy of the
order must be filed with the county clerk or county
administrator. _ Any person _may appeal from a
decision of the county commissioners to close a
county road for the winter in the same manner as
provided in Title 17, section 2852.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 328

H.P. 1182 - L.D. 1673

An Act to Amend the Child and
Family Services ?or\]d Child Protection
ct

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA 84008-A is enacted to read:

84008-A. Child abuse and neglect investigations;
disclosure

1. Disclosure permitted. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the commissioner, with the
advice of the Attorney General, may disclose informa-
tion as set forth in this section regarding the abuse or
neglect of a child and the investigation of and any
services related to the abuse and neglect if the
commissioner determines that such disclosure is not
contrary to the best interests of the child, the child's
siblings or other children in the household and any
one of the following factors is present:

A. The alleged perpetrator of the abuse or ne-
glect has been charged with committing a crime
related to the allegation of abuse or neglect
maintained by the department;
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B. A judge, a law enforcement agency official, a
district attorney or another state or local investi-
gative agency or official has publicly disclosed,
as required by law in the performance of official
duties, the provision of child welfare services or
the investigation by child welfare services of the
abuse or neglect of the child;

C. An individual who is the parent, custodian or
guardian of the victim or a child victim over 14
years of age has made a prior knowing, volun-
tary, public disclosure; or

D. The child named in the report has died.

2. Information. For the purposes of this sec-
tion, the following information may be disclosed:

A. The name and age of the abused or neglected
child. If the child is under 13 years of age, the
guardian ad litem must agree with the commis-
sioner to release the information. If the child is
13 years of age or older, the guardian ad litem
and the child must agree with the commissioner
to release the information;

B. The determination by the local child protec-
tive service or the state agency that investigated
the alleged abuse or neglect and the findings of
the applicable investigating agency upon which
the determination was based;

C. Identification of child protective or other
services provided or actions, if any, taken regard-
ing the child and the child's family;

D. Whether any report of abuse or neglect re-
garding the child has been substantiated as main-
tained by the department;

E. Any actions taken by child protective services
in response to reports of abuse or neglect of the
child to the department, including, but not lim-
ited to, actions taken after every report of abuse
or_neglect of the child and the dates of the re-

ports;

F. Whether the child or the child's family has
received care or services from the child welfare
services prior to every report of abuse or neglect
of the child; and

G. Any extraordinary or pertinent information
concerning the circumstances of the abuse or ne-
glect of the child and the investigation of the
abuse or neglect, if the commissioner determines
the disclosure is consistent with the public inter-
est.

3. Limitations. The following limitations apply
to information disclosed pursuant to this section.
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A. Information released prior to the completion
of the investigation of a report must be limited to
a statement that a report is under investigation.

B. If there has been a prior disclosure pursuant
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Sec. 2. 22 MRSA 81826, sub-84 is enacted
to read:

4. Standardized contract. The commissioner
shall adopt rules to standardize nursing home contracts

to paragraph A, information released in a case in

for all nursing home residents to clarify the rights and

which the report has not been substantiated is

obligations of residents. Rules adopted pursuant to

limited to the statement that the investigation has

this subsection are routine technical rules as defined

been completed and the report has not been sub-

by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter I1-A.

stantiated.

C. If the report has been substantiated, informa-
tion may be released pursuant to subsection 2.

D. The disclosure may not identify or provide
any identifying description of the source of the
report, and may not identify the name of the
abused or neglected child's siblings, the parent or
other person legally responsible for the child or
any other members of the child's household,
other than the subject of the report.

4. Considerations. In determining pursuant to
subsection 1 whether disclosure would be contrary to
the best interests of the child, the child's siblings or
other children in the household, the commissioner
shall consider the privacy of the child and the child's
family and the effects that disclosure may have on
efforts to reunite and provide services to the family.

5. Other releases and disclosure. Except as it
applies directly to the cause of the abuse or neglect of
the child, nothing in this section authorizes the release
or_disclosure of the substance or content of any
psychological, psychiatric, therapeutic, clinical or
medical reports, evaluations or similar _materials or
information pertaining to the child or the child's

family.

See title page for effective date.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 330

H.P. 850 - L.D. 1155

An Act to Create a Permanent
Funding Source for the Saco River
Corridor Commission

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 38 MRSA 8969 is enacted to read:
§969. Saco River Corridor Fund

1. Fund established. The Saco River Corridor
Fund, referred to in this section as the "fund," is
established as a nonlapsing dedicated, interest-bearing
account. All charges collected pursuant to this section
must be deposited into the fund. All interest earned by
the account accrues to the fund. Any balance
remaining in the fund at the end of the fiscal year does
not lapse but is carried forward into subsequent fiscal

years.

2. Fund purpose. The purpose of the fund is to
preserve existing water quality and prevent the
deterioration of water supplies in the Saco River, the

CHAPTER 329

H.P. 727 - L.D. 991

An Act to Address Issues Raised by
the Select Committee to Study Rate
Increases in Nursing Homes

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA 81826, sub-83, as enacted
by PL 1985, c. 291, 81, is amended to read:

3. Other contract provisions. The contract or
agreement may contain any other provisions which
that do not violate state law or rule or federal law or
regulation and that are specifically allowed by the
standardized contract under subsection 4.
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Ossipee River and the Little Ossipee River within the
Saco River Corridor, as created in section 953, by
partially underwriting the administration and operation
of the Saco River Corridor Commission, as established
by Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 13.

3. Assessment on the sale of water. For pur-
poses of funding its activities, the commission shall
impose a fee of 1% on the sale of water and fire
protection services by a water utility that draws water
either from the Saco River or from a groundwater
source under the influence of the Saco River, as
determined by the Department of Human Sercices, for
sale and distribution to its customers. The fee must be
levied on the rates of the water utility as authorized by
the Public Utilities Commission to be charged for
services provided by the utility. "Water utility" has
the same meaning as the term is defined in Title 35-A,
section 102, subsection 22.






