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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 1997  PUBLIC LAW, C. 239 

491 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §§713 to 715 are en-
acted to read: 

§713.  Unregulated business ventures of utilities 

A utility may not charge its ratepayers for costs 
attributable to unregulated business ventures under-
taken by the utility or an affiliated interest.  The 
commission shall allocate, between a utility's share-
holders and ratepayers, costs for facilities, services or 
intangibles, including good will or use of a brand 
name, that are shared between regulated and unregu-
lated business activities.  The commission shall also 
attempt to ensure that the utility or the affiliated 
interest does not have an undue advantage in any 
competitive market as a result of its regulated status or 
its affiliation with a regulated utility. 

Complaints by entities competing with a utility  
or an affiliated interest in an unregulated market, 
alleging that the utility or affiliated interest has an 
undue competitive advantage as a result of any 
relationship with the parent or affiliated regulated 
utility must be adjudicated by the commission.  The 
commission shall render a decision on any complaint 
filed under this section within 9 months of the date of 
the filing.  The commission may dismiss without 
hearing any complaint that it concludes is clearly 
intended to harass or delay, is frivolous or is clearly 
without merit. 

A complaint filed under this section must spec-
ify, to the extent possible, the nature and extent of the 
alleged competitive advantage and the basis for the 
belief that a competitive advantage exists.  The utility 
shall respond to the complaint within 10 days of 
receiving notice from the commission of the com-
plaint.  Within 10 days of receiving the utility's 
response, the commission shall determine whether the 
complaint is clearly intended to harass or delay, is 
frivolous or is clearly without merit. 

For the purposes of this section, the term 
"affiliated interest" has the same meaning as in section 
707, subsection 1, paragraph A. 

§714.  Notice to commission 

Within 30 days of the commencement of opera-
tions by a utility of any business activity not regulated 
by the commission, the utility shall notify the 
commission of the existence of those operations. 

§715.  Rulemaking 

The commission shall adopt rules that prescribe 
the allocation of costs for facilities, services or 
intangibles that are shared between regulated and 
unregulated activities of a utility or an affiliated 
interest as defined in section 707, subsection 1, 
paragraph A.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section 

are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, 
chapter 375, subchapter II-A. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 238 

H.P. 602 - L.D. 827 

An Act to Authorize Corporate 
Officers to Represent Their 

Corporation in Certain Civil Actions 
in District Court 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  4 MRSA §807, sub-§3, ¶J, as en-
acted by PL 1995, c. 599, §3, is amended to read: 

J.   For the purposes of defending a civil action 
filed against a corporation, an officer of the cor-
poration if the corporation is organized in this 
State and has 2 5 or fewer shareholders. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 239 

S.P. 257 - L.D. 826 

An Act to Amend the Adoption Laws 
Relating to Consent and Forms for 

Surrender and Release 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  18-A MRSA §9-104, sub-§(b), as 
enacted by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. C, §7 and affected by 
Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

(b)  If the adoptee is not placed by a licensed 
child-placing agency or the department, the petition  
for adoption must be filed in the county where the 
adoptee resides, or where the petitioners reside or 
where the consent has been filed. 

Sec. 2.  18-A MRSA §9-202, sub-§(a), as 
enacted by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. C, §7 and affected by 
Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

(a)  With the approval of the judge of probate of 
any county within the State and after a determination 
by the judge that a surrender and release or a consent 
is in the best interest of the child, the parents or 
surviving parent of a child may at any time after the 
child's birth: 




