MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from electronic originals

(may include minor formatting differences from printed original)




LAWS

OF THE

STATE OF MAINE

AS PASSED BY THE

ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE

SECOND SPECIAL SESSION
September 5, 1996 to September 7, 1996

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION
December 4, 1996 to March 27, 1997

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
March 27, 1997 to June 20, 1997

THE GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE FOR
FIRST REGULAR SESSION
NON-EMERGENCY LAWS IS
JUNE 26, 1997

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
NON-EMERGENCY LAWS IS
SEPTEMBER 19, 1997

PUBLISHED BY THE REVISOR OF STATUTES
IN ACCORDANCE WITH MAINE REVISED STATUTES ANNOTATED,
TITLE 3, SECTION 163-A, SUBSECTION 4.

J.S. McCarthy Company
Augusta, Maine
1997



PUBLIC LAW, c. 160

E. Accepted for admission to a state pest-see-
ondary postsecondary educational institution.

1-A. Eligibility of a spouse. The spouse of a
firefighter or law enforcement officer is eligible for
tuition waiver under this chapter if the spouse is:

A. Leqgally married to the firefighter or law en-
forcement officer at the time of the firefighter's
or law enforcement officer's death;

B. A Maine resident;

C. A high school graduate or has attained
equivalent certification; and

D. Accepted for admission to a state postsec-
ondary educational institution.

2. Limitation. The tuition waiver provided by
this chapter shal-be is limited to undergraduate degree
programs and shal-be is limited to not more than 5
years of full-time enrollment or its equivalent.

3. Continuation. The tuition waiver provided
by this chapter shall-be is awarded on a yearly basis
and shalcentinue continues to be available, if the
child or spouse is otherwise eligible under this section,
as long as the child or spouse remains in good
academic standing at a state institution.

See title page for effective date.
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payment or annual direct payments to the retirement
system an amount that, together with reqular interest
on that amount, is the actuarial equivalent, at the
effective date of the retirement benefit, of the portion
of the retirement benefit based on the additional
creditable service. Payments must be made as
provided in section 17701, subsection 4.

2. Partial payment and partial service credit.
If any retirement becomes effective before the
completion of the payment under this section, the
member is entitled to service credit for that portion of
the additional creditable service that the total amount
of payments actually made, plus regular interest on
those payments to the date the retirement benefit
becomes effective, bears to the actuarial equivalent of
the total portion of the retirement benefit based on the
additional creditable service.

3. Limitation on use of purchased service
credit. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
any service credit purchased under this section may be
used only for the purpose of increasing the amount of
a member's service retirement benefits by inclusion of
the purchased service credit and may not be used for
any other purpose.

4. Additional conditions of service credit pur-
chase if some or all employment as teacher's aide
or Educational Technician | was under a partici-
pating local district plan. If a member was previ-
ously employed as a teacher's aide or an Educational

CHAPTER 161

H.P. 750 - L.D. 1027

An Act to Permit Teachers to
Transfer Retirement System
Creditable Service Earned as a
Teacher's Aide while Employed by a
School and Covered by a
Participating Local District

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA 817765 is enacted to read:

817765. Teacher previously employed as teacher's
aide or Educational Technician |

A member who is a teacher who was previously
employed by a school administrative unit in this State
as a teacher's aide or Education Technician | may
purchase service credit for the time so employed,
under the following conditions.

1. Payment to fund. Before the retirement
benefit becomes effective, members must pay into the
Members' Contribution Fund by a single direct
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Technician | and was a member under a participating
local district plan, then the following additional

conditions apply:

A. If a member was also previously employed as
a teacher's aide or an Educational Technician |
by a school administrative unit where the mem-
ber was not a member under a participating local
district plan, and the member is purchasing or
purchases less than all of the member's total time
as a teacher's aide or an Educational Technician
I, all of the time during which the member was
employed as a teacher's aide or an Educational
Technician | and was a member under a partici-
pating local district plan must be purchased be-
fore the member may purchase any of the time
during which the member was employed as a
teacher's aide or Educational Technician | and
was not a member under a participating local dis-

trict plan; and

B. As of the date that the retirement system re-
ceives any payment toward the purchase, a
member's purchase of any service credit under
this section for time during which the member
was employed as a teacher's aide or an Educa-
tional Technician | and was a member under a
participating local district plan is an irrevocable
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election to use the service credit purchased to

PUBLIC LAW, c. 162

"registered owner" includes a person issued a dealer or

increase the member's service retirement benefits

transporter registration plate.

under the teacher retirement plan, in accordance
with subsection 3. Any portion of the service
credit that is purchased or available for purchase
may not after purchase or being made available
for purchase be considered to be service credit
under the participating local district by which the
member was employed as a teacher's aide or an
Educational Technician |, regardless of whether
the member completed the payment for purchase
under_this section. A member who does not
complete the payment for purchase before the
member's retirement becomes effective is enti-
tled to service credit as provided in subsection 2.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 162

H.P. 661 - L.D. 914

An Act Regarding Penalties for
Failure to Yield the Right-of-way to
an Emergency Vehicle

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA 82054, sub-84, as en-
acted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, 82 and affected by Pt.
B, 85, is amended to read:

4. Right-of-way. An authorized emergency ve-
hicle operated in response to, but not returning from, a
call or fire alarm or operated in pursuit of an actual or
suspected violator of the law has the right-of-way
when emitting a visual signal using an emergency
light and an audible signal using a bell or siren. On
the approach of any such vehicle, the operator of
every other vehicle shall immediately draw that
vehicle as near as practicable to the right-hand curb,
parallel to the curb and clear of any intersection and
bring it to a standstill until the authorized emergency
vehicle has passed. A violation of this subsection is a
Class E crime that, notwithstanding Title 17-A,
section 1301, is punishable by a minimum fine of
$250 for the first offense and for a 2nd offense
occurring within 3 years of the first offense a manda-
tory 30-day suspension of a driver's license.

Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA 82054, sub-84-A is
enacted to read:

4-A. Registered owner's liability for vehicle
failing to yield right-of-way. A person who is a
registered owner of a vehicle at the time that vehicle is
involved in a violation of subsection 4 commits a
traffic_infraction unless a defense applies pursuant to
paragraph D. For purposes of this subsection,
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A. The operator of an authorized emergency ve-
hicle who observes a violation of subsection 4
may report the violation to a law enforcement
officer. If a report is made, the operator shall
report the time and the location of the violation
and the registration plate number and a descrip-
tion of the vehicle involved. The officer shall
initiate an investigation of the reported violation
and, if possible, contact the registered owner of
the motor vehicle involved and request that the
registered owner supply information identifying
the operator of the registered owner's motor ve-
hicle.

B. The investigating officer may cause the regis-
tered owner of the vehicle to be served with a
summons for a violation of this subsection.

C. Except as provided in paragraph D, it is not a
defense to a violation of this subsection that a
registered owner was not operating the vehicle at
the time of the violation.

D. The following are defenses to a violation of
this subsection.

(1) If a person other than the registered
owner is operating the vehicle at the time of
the violation of subsection 4 and is con-
victed of that violation, the registered
owner may not be found in violation of this
subsection.

(2) If the registered owner is a lessor of
vehicles and at the time of the violation the
vehicle was in the possession of a lessee
and the lessor provides the investigation of-
ficer with a copy of the lease agreement
containing the information required by sec-
tion 254, the lessee, not the lessor, may be
charged under this subsection.

(3) _If the vehicle is operated using a dealer
or_transporter registration plate and at the
time of the violation the vehicle was oper-
ated by any person other than the dealer or
transporter and if the dealer or transporter
provides the investigating officer with the
name and address of the person who had
control over the vehicle at the time of the
violation, that person, not the dealer or
transporter, may be charged under this sub-
section.

(4) If a report that the vehicle was stolen is
given to a law enforcement officer or
agency before the violation occurs or
within a reasonable time after the violation






