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G.  The attempted murder was committed against 
a hostage. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 423 

H.P. 67 - L.D. 103 

An Act to Grant Certain Federal 
Officers Limited Authority to 

Enforce Maine Law 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

 Sec. 1.  25 MRSA §1502-A is enacted to read: 

§1502-A.  Cooperation of federal officers 

 1.  Definition.  For purposes of this section, 
"federal officers" means the following persons who  
are authorized to carry firearms in the performance of 
their duties as federal law enforcement employees or 
officers: 

A.  Special Agents of the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service of the Department of Justice; 

B.  Immigration Inspectors, including Deporta-
tion Officers and Immigration Examiners when 
acting in the capacity of Immigration Inspectors 
of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of 
the Department of Justice; 

C.  Border Patrol Agents of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service of the Department of Jus-
tice; 

D.  Officers of the United States Customs Ser-
vice of the Department of the Treasury; and 

E.  Any of the officers listed in this subsection 
who are assigned to or are acting in concert with 
a task force, but only if that task force meets the 
following requirements: 

(1)  The task force is a task force of the 
Maine Drug Enforcement Agency autho-
rized under this Title; or 

(2)  The task force is a joint federal-state 
task force operating primarily within the 
territorial boundaries of this State and: 

(a)  An arrest is part of or related to an 
investigation of that federal-state task 
force; or 

(b)  An arrest occurs in a prosecutorial 
district and either: 

(i)  The district attorney of that 
district or the district attorney's 
written designee actively partici-
pates in and oversees the activi-
ties of the task force; or 

(ii)  The arrest occurs anywhere 
within the State and the Attorney 
General or the Attorney Gen-
eral's written designee actively 
participates in and oversees the 
activities of the task force. 

Federal officers are law enforcement officers for the 
purposes of Title 17-A, section 2, subsection 17. 

 2.  Powers.  Subject to suspension or revocation, 
without hearing, by the Attorney General or the Board 
of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy, a 
federal officer has the power to enforce state law when 
one or more of the following situations exist. 

A.  The federal officer has an articulable and rea-
sonable suspicion to believe that the person to be 
stopped has committed, is committing or is about 
to commit a state crime or has probable cause to 
believe that the person to be arrested has  
committed or is committing a state crime. 

B.  The federal officer is providing assistance to 
a state, county or municipal law enforcement of-
ficer in an emergency or at the request of the 
state, county or municipal law enforcement offi-
cer. 

C.  The federal officer has received information 
from an authoritative source that a state, county 
or municipal law enforcement officer holds a 
warrant for the person's arrest. 

This section is not intended to limit the authority to 
enforce state law of any other federally employed, 
federal law enforcement officer or law enforcement 
officer of another state who, with the written consent 
of the Attorney General, has been sworn or otherwise 
cross-designated or cross-deputized as a state law 
enforcement officer. 

 3.  Discretion to act.  Federal officers may, but 
are not required to, enforce state law.  This section is 
not intended to limit the existing authority of federal 
officers under federal law or to interfere with the 
performance of federal duties by federal officers. 

 4.  Liability.  A federal officer who is acting 
pursuant to this section has the same immunity from 
and limitation on tort liability as the State Police. 

 5.  Training and policies.  Before a federal 
officer may exercise the powers conferred by this 
section: 
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A.  The federal officer must receive training in 
Maine criminal law and Maine law on the use of 
force; and 

B.  The Immigration and Naturalization Service 
of the Department of Justice and the United 
States Customs Service of the Department of the 
Treasury shall develop policies governing their 
employees, including training policies. 

The policies and training must be approved by, and  
the policies filed with, the Board of Trustees of the 
Criminal Justice Academy. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 424 

H.P. 920 - L.D. 1296 

An Act to Increase Venture Capital 
Access to State Businesses 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

 Sec. 1.  10 MRSA §1026-N is enacted to read: 

§1026-N.  Maine Economic Development Venture 
Capital Revolving Investment Program 

 1.  Established.  The Maine Economic Devel-
opment Venture Capital Revolving Investment 
Program, referred to in this section as the "program," 
is established to provide venture capital to businesses 
that need assistance in order to create or retain jobs.  
The Maine Economic Development Venture Capital 
Revolving Investment Program Fund, referred to in 
this section as the "fund," is established as a revolving 
fund, into which must be deposited all amounts 
appropriated to the program, interest and investment 
earnings on the fund and any amounts repaid to the 
program by participating venture capital funds. 

 2.  Eligible venture capital funds.  Money in  
the fund may be invested in one or more private, 
professionally managed venture capital funds located 
in the State capable of providing venture capital to 
businesses in order to create and protect jobs and with 
an established track record of management success  
and risk diversification.  To be eligible for investments 
from the fund, a private venture capital fund must: 

A.  Apply to the authority.  The application must 
describe the private venture capital fund and its 
funding sources, the region it serves, its methods 
and criteria for qualifying investments, including 
any targeted investing and economic develop-
ment strategy, its expertise in venture capital as-
sistance and investing in small and emerging 

businesses, the method by which it will leverage 
funds from other sources than those received 
from the fund and other information the author-
ity determines necessary; 

B.  Have a strategy for the creation and retention 
of jobs, an effective small business marketing  
and technical assistance plan and enough expert 
assistance available to it to underwrite, document 
and service investments and to assist the busi-
nesses in which it invests; 

C.  Be determined by the authority to be able to 
prudently and effectively administer venture 
capital investments; and 

D.  Propose performance standards and goals and 
a process for monitoring compliance with pro-
posed measurement and goals. 

 3.  Disbursements from fund.  If an application 
is approved, the authority shall determine the amount 
to be invested in the private venture capital fund, 
taking into account: 

A.  The size of the region served by the private 
venture capital fund and the expected demand  
for venture capital investments in that region;  
and 

B.  The demand for venture capital investments 
from other eligible private venture capital funds 
in relation to the total amount available in the 
fund and whether an eligible private venture 
capital fund will serve a geographic area or seg-
ment of potential businesses not served by other 
applicants. 

Funds must be disbursed directly to and retained by 
the eligible private venture capital fund in accordance 
with a contract of investment between the private 
venture capital fund and the authority.  All money 
invested in the private venture capital fund by the 
authority must be held in the name of the authority.  
Investment earnings on amounts invested by the 
authority must be credited to the authority and 
periodically paid to the authority. 

 4.  Investment contract.  A private venture 
capital fund that has been approved for participation in 
the program may enter into a contract with the 
authority.  The contract governs the administration of 
the program and the use of funds.  The contract must 
provide that a private venture capital fund shall, at a 
minimum, conform to the following terms and 
conditions: 

A.  The private venture capital fund shall certify 
that it will use funds only for eligible purposes; 




