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hearing, require safety measures in addition to those 
required by the Standard.  An additional requirement 
remains in force for 10 years from its effective date 
unless the commission: 

A.  Repeals the requirement; or 

B.  Reaffirms the requirement by order.  Each 
reaffirmation must occur within 10 years of the 
original effective date of the requirement or 
within 10 years of the last affirmation. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 350 

H.P. 287 - L.D. 391 

An Act to Increase Access to 
Chiropractor Care under Health 

Maintenance Organization Managed 
Care Plans 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

 Sec. 1. 24-A MRSA §4236, sub-§3 is 
enacted to read: 

 3.  Self-referrals for chiropractic care.  A 
health maintenance organization must provide benefits 
to an enrollee who utilizes the services of a chiroprac-
tic provider by self-referral under the following 
conditions. 

A.  An enrollee may utilize the services of a par-
ticipating chiropractic provider within the enrol-
lee's health maintenance organization for 3  
weeks or a maximum of 12 visits, whichever oc-
curs first, of acute care treatment without the 
prior approval of a primary care provider of the 
health maintenance organization.  For purposes 
of this subsection, "acute care treatment" means 
treatment for accidental bodily injury or sudden, 
severe pain that affects the ability of the enrollee 
to engage in the normal activities, duties or re-
sponsibilities of daily living. 

B.  Within 3 working days of the first consulta-
tion, the participating chiropractic provider shall 
send to the primary care provider a report con-
taining the enrollee's complaint, related history, 
examination, initial diagnosis and treatment plan.  
If the chiropractic provider fails to send a report 
to the primary care provider within 3 working 
days, the health maintenance organization is not 
obligated to provide benefits  for chiropractic 
care and the enrollee is not liable to the chiro-
practic provider for any unpaid fees. 

C.  If the enrollee and the participating chiro-
practic provider determine that the condition of 
the enrollee has not improved after 3 weeks of 
treatment or a maximum of 12 visits the partici-
pating chiropractic provider shall discontinue 
treatment and refer the enrollee to the primary 
care provider. 

D.  If the chiropractic provider recommends 
treatment beyond 3 weeks or a maximum of 12 
visits, the participating chiropractic provider 
shall send to the primary care provider a report 
containing information on the enrollee's progress 
and outlining a treatment plan for extended chi-
ropractic care of up to 5 more weeks or a maxi-
mum of 12 more visits, whichever occurs first. 

E.  Without the approval of the primary care 
provider, an enrollee may not receive benefits for 
more than 36 visits to a participating chiropractic 
provider in a 12-month period.  After a maxi-
mum of 36 visits, an enrollee's continuing chiro-
practic treatment must be authorized by the pri-
mary care provider. 

In the provision of chiropractic services under this 
subsection, a participating chiropractic provider is 
liable for a professional diagnosis of a mental or 
physical condition that has resulted or may result in  
the chiropractic provider performing duties in a 
manner that endangers the health or safety of an 
enrollee. 

The provisions of this subsection apply to all health 
maintenance organization contracts, except a contract 
between a health maintenance organization and the 
State Employee Health Insurance Program. 

This subsection takes effect January 1, 1996 and is 
repealed March 1, 1998. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 351 

H.P. 1019 - L.D. 1434 

An Act to Strengthen the Laws 
Concerning Damage by Dogs 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

 Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §3907, sub-§22-B is 
enacted to read: 

 22-B.  Pet.  "Pet" means a dog, cat or other 
domesticated animal commonly kept in a household, 
but does not include tamed animals that are ordinarily 
considered wild animals. 




