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F.  In subchapter II, section 9, first sentence, the 
words "subject to the approval of the superin-
tendent"; 

G.  In subchapter II, section 9, paragraph B in its 
entirety; 

H.  In subchapter II, section 10, paragraph C, 
subparagraph (2), the words "by Title 24-A, sec-
tion 2367 or"; 

I.  In subchapter II, section 10, paragraph H, the 
words "pursuant to Title 24-A, section 2367"; 

J.  In subchapter II, section 13, paragraphs A, C, 
D and E; 

K.  In subchapter II, section 14 in its entirety;  
and 

L.  In subchapter II, section 15 in its entirety. 

 Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 23, 1995. 

CHAPTER 290 

H.P. 364 - L.D. 484 

An Act Concerning Grandparents' 
Rights of Visitation and Custody 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

 Sec. 1.  19 MRSA §1002, sub-§1, as 
amended by PL 1993, c. 686, §4 and affected by §13, 
is further amended to read: 

 1.  Grandparent.  "Grandparent" is the biologi-
cal or adoptive parent of the child's biological or 
adoptive parent.  "Grandparent" does not include 
includes the biological or adoptive parent of a child's 
biological or adoptive parent who consented to 
adoption under section 1122 or whose parental rights 
have been terminated pursuant to section 1114 or Title 
22, chapter 1071, subchapter VI, but only until the 
child's adoption. 

 Sec. 2.  19 MRSA §1129, sub-§5 is enacted 
to read: 

 5.  Notice to grandparents granted visitation 
or access.  The department shall notify the grandpar-
ents of a child when the child is placed for adoption if 
the department has received notice that the grandpar-
ents were granted reasonable rights of visitation or 
access under chapter 20 or Title 22, section 4005-B. 

 Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §4005-B, sub-§1, as 
enacted by PL 1993, c. 697, §1, is amended to read: 

 1.  Definition.  For the purposes of this section, 
"grandparent" means the biological or adoptive parent 
of the child's biological or adoptive parent.  
"Grandparent" does not include includes the parent of 
a child's parent who consented to adoption or whose 
parental rights have been terminated, but only until the 
child is placed for adoption. 

 Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §4005-B, sub-§6 is 
enacted to read: 

 6.  Reasonable rights of visitation or access.  In 
any proceeding in which standing and intervenor  
status have been granted, the grandparent may request 
the court to grant the grandparent reasonable rights of 
visitation or access.  When a child is placed in the 
prospective adoptive home and the prospective 
adoptive parents have signed an adoptive placement 
agreement, a grandparent's right to contact or have 
access to the child that was granted pursuant to this 
chapter is suspended.  If the adoption is not final 
within 18 months of adoptive placement, then the 
grandparent whose rights of contact or access were 
suspended may resume, as a matter of right and 
without further court order, contact with the child in 
accordance with the order granting that contact or 
access, unless the court determines, after a hearing, 
that the contact is not in the child's best interest.  A 
grandparent's rights of visitation or access terminate 
when the adoption is finalized pursuant to Title 19, 
section 1129.  Nothing in this section prohibits 
prospective adoptive parents from independently 
facilitating or permitting contact between a child and a 
grandparent, especially when rights of contact have 
been previously ordered by a court. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 291 

H.P. 911 - L.D. 1287 

An Act to Amend the Probate Code 
Regarding Conservators 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

 Sec. 1.  18-A MRSA §5-410, sub-§(d) is 
enacted to read: 

 (d)  When appointed by the court, the conserva-
tor shall inform the court as to the conservator's 
residence. If the residence changes, the conservator 
shall inform the court of that change.  If the conserva-
tor is a corporation, the corporate offices are consid-




