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mercial recreational purposes and that the 
user has not been granted the exclusive  
right to make use of the premises for rec-
reational activities; or 

C.  For an injury caused, by acts of persons to 
whom permission to pursue any recreational or 
harvesting activities was granted, to other per-
sons to whom the person granting permission, or 
the owner, lessee, manager or occupant of the 
premises, owed a duty to keep the premises safe 
or to warn of danger. 

 5.  No duty created. Nothing in this section  
shall create creates a duty of care or ground of liabil-
ity for injury to a person or property. 

 6.  Costs and fees. The court shall award any 
direct legal costs, including reasonable attorneys' fees, 
to an owner, lessee, manager or occupant who is  
found not to be liable for injury to a person or prop-
erty pursuant to this section. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 623 

H.P. 1351 - L.D. 1817 

An Act Creating the York County 
Budget Committee 

 Mandate preamble.  This measure requires 
one or more local units of government to expand or 
modify activities so as to necessitate additional ex-
penditures from local revenues but does not provide 
funding for at least 90% of those expenditures.  Pur-
suant to the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Sec- 
tion 21, two thirds of all of the members elected to 
each House have determined it necessary to enact this 
measure. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

 Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA c. 3, sub-c. I, art. 6-A 
is enacted to read: 

Article 6-A 

YORK COUNTY BUDGET COMMITTEE 

§831.  Committee established 

 There is established the York County Budget 
Committee, referred to in this article as the "budget 
committee," to carry out the purposes of this article.  
As used in this article, "county commissioners" means 
the county commissioners of York County and    
"county" means York County. 

§832.  Membership 

 The budget committee consists of 15 voting 
members and one nonvoting member selected as 
follows.  

 1.  Municipal and public representatives.  
Prior to September 15th each year, elected municipal 
officials within each commissioner district shall  
caucus and elect representatives to the budget com-
mittee from that district for terms as provided in  
paragraph A.  There must be 3 members from each 
commissioner district, 2 of whom are elected munici-
pal officials and one of whom is a public representa-
tive.  No more than one member may represent the 
same municipality at a time.  

A.  Members shall serve for 3-year terms, except 
that initially each district caucus shall select one 
member for a one-year term, one member for a  
2-year term and one member for a 3-year term.   
If a committee member ceases to be a municipal 
officer or official during the term of member-
ship, the committee member shall resign the 
membership and the next district caucus shall 
elect a qualified municipal officer or official to 
fill the membership for the remainder of the un-
expired term. 

 2.  Legislative member.  By September 15th 
each year, the York County legislative delegation  
shall elect one of the delegation's members to serve as 
a nonvoting member on the budget committee. 

 3.  Committee chair.  The budget committee 
shall select its own chair each year. 

§833.  Budget procedures 

 1.  Budget procedures.  The county commis-
sioners shall submit itemized finance estimates in the 
form of a budget to the budget committee no later   
than 60 days before the end of the county's fiscal year. 

 2.  Budget review process.  The budget 
committee shall review the itemized estimated budget 
prepared by the county commissioners, together with 
any supplementary material prepared by the head of 
each county department or provided by any in-
dependent board or institution or another 
governmental agency.  The budget committee shall 
prepare a proposed budget and may increase, decrease 
or alter the estimated budget as long as: 

A.  The budget committee enters into its minutes 
an explanation for any suggested change in the 
estimated expenditures and revenues as initially 
presented by the county commissioners; and 

B.  In the proposed budget, the total estimated 
revenues, together with the amount of county tax 
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to be levied, equal the total estimated expendi-
tures. 

 3.  Public hearing.  The budget committee shall 
hold a public hearing in the county on the proposed 
budget before the end of the county's fiscal year and 
before the final adoption of the budget.  Notice of the 
hearing must be given in all newspapers of general 
circulation within the county at least 10 days before 
the hearing.  Written notice and a copy of the pro-
posed budget must be sent by mail, or delivered in 
person, to the clerk of each municipality in the    
county.  The municipal clerk shall notify the munici-
pal officials of the proposed budget. 

 4.  Adoption of budget; tax levy.  After the 
public hearing is completed, the budget committee 
shall adopt a final budget and transmit that budget to 
the county commissioners. 

A.  The budget adopted by the budget committee 
may be changed only by a majority vote of the 
county commissioners and a majority vote of all 
elected members of the budget committee.   
Those actions are final and are not subject to   
further action by either the county commission-
ers or the budget committee. 

B.  The budget adopted and changed under this 
subsection is the final authorization for the as-
sessment of county taxes and the county tax     
authorized is apportioned and collected in ac-
cordance with section 706. 

§834.  Interim budget 

 If the budget is not approved before the start of a 
fiscal year, until a budget is finally adopted, the   
county shall operate on an interim budget which may 
not exceed 80% of the previous year's budget. 

§835.  Filing of final budget 

 The budget committee shall file a copy of the 
final budget with the State Auditor on forms approved 
by the Department of Audit.  The State Auditor shall 
retain the forms for 3 years. 

§836.  Review 

 The joint standing committee of the Legislature 
having jurisdiction over state and local government 
matters may review the operation of the budget   
committee before February 1, 1997 and, if it deter-
mines necessary, introduce legislation to amend or 
repeal this article.  If the committee fails to act, this 
article continues in effect. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 624 

H.P. 1354 - L.D. 1820 

An Act to Encourage Effective Use of 
State Resources 

 Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

 Whereas, changes in mental health contracting 
procedures will enhance efficiency and save scarce 
service delivery resources; and 

 Whereas, in order to enjoy enhanced efficiency 
immediately, contracting procedures currently in  
effect in the Department of Mental Health and Mental 
Retardation must be amended; and 

 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now,  
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

 Sec. 1.  34-B MRSA §3604, sub-§3, ¶E, as 
enacted by PL 1991, c. 452, §1, is amended to read: 

E.  Any new contract must be awarded through a 
request-for-proposal procedure and any contract 
of $150,000 $500,000 per year or more that is 
renewed must be awarded through a request-for-
proposal procedure at least every  6  8 years, ex-
cept for the following. 

(1)  Renewal contracts for a provider are 
not subject to the request-for-proposal pro-
cedure requirement if all contracts executed 
with that provider under this subsection are 
performance-based contracts. 

(2)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (1), the 
department shall subject a contract to a 
request-for-proposal procedure when 
necessary to comply with paragraph G. 

 Sec. 2.  34-B MRSA §3604, sub-§3, ¶G is 
enacted to read: 

G.  A contract under this subsection that is 
subject to renewal must be awarded through a 
request-for-proposal procedure if the department 
determines that: 

(1)  The provider has breached the existing 
contract; 




