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 3.  Budget committee chair.  The budget   
committee shall select its own chair each year. 

§897. Budget procedures 

 1.  Budget procedures.  The county commis-
sioners shall submit itemized finance estimates in the 
form of a budget to the budget committee no later   
than 60 days before the end of the county's fiscal year. 

 2.  Budget review process.  The budget com-
mittee shall review the itemized estimated budget 
prepared by the county commissioners, together with 
any supplementary material prepared by the head of 
each county department or provided by any independ-
ent board or institution or other governmental agency.  
The budget committee shall prepare a proposed   
budget and may increase, decrease or alter the esti-
mated budget as long as: 

A.  The budget committee enters into its minutes 
an explanation for any suggested change in the 
estimated expenditures and revenues as initially 
presented by the county commissioners; and 

B.  In the proposed budget, the total estimated 
revenues, together with the amount of county tax 
to be levied, equal the total estimated expendi-
tures. 

 3.  Public hearing.  The budget committee shall 
hold a public hearing in the county on the proposed 
budget before the end of the county's fiscal year and 
before final adoption of the budget.  Notice of the 
hearing must be given in all newspapers of general 
circulation within the county at least 10 days before 
the hearing.  Written notice and a copy of the pro-
posed budget must be sent by mail or delivered in 
person to the clerk of each municipality in the county.  
The municipal clerk shall notify the municipal offi-
cials of the proposed budget. 

 4.  Adoption of budget; tax levy.  After the 
public hearing is completed, the budget committee 
shall adopt a final budget and transmit that budget to 
the county commissioners. 

A.  The county commissioners may not further 
increase, decrease, alter or revise the budget 
adopted by the budget committee except by  
unanimous vote of the county commissioners.  If 
the adopted budget is changed by the county 
commissioners, the budget committee may reject 
that change by a 2/3 vote of its membership.   
The budget is final and not subject to further ac-
tion by either the county commissioners or the 
budget committee upon failure of the commis-
sioners to unanimously recommend changes in 
the budget transmitted from the budget commit-
tee or upon acceptance or rejection of changes by 
the budget committee. 

B.  The budget adopted under this subsection is 
the final authorization for the assessment of 
county taxes and the county tax authorized is   
apportioned and collected in accordance with 
section 706. 

§898. Interim budget 

 If the budget is not approved before the start of a 
fiscal year, until a budget is finally adopted, the   
county shall operate on an interim budget, which may 
not exceed 80% of the previous year's budget. 

§899. Filing of final budget 

 The budget committee shall file a copy of the 
final budget with the State Auditor on forms approved 
by the Department of Audit.  The State Auditor shall 
retain the forms for 3 years. 

§900. Review 

 The joint standing committee of the Legislature 
having jurisdiction over county government matters 
may review the operation of the budget committee 
before February 1, 1997 and, if it determines neces-
sary, introduce legislation to amend or repeal this 
article.  If the committee fails to act, this article   
continues in effect. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 583 

H.P. 1438 - L.D. 1964 

An Act to Continue Election Reform 
Efforts 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

 Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §759, sub-§7, as 
amended by PL 1991, c. 862, §7, is further amended  
to read: 

 7.  Processing before close of polls.  A notice 
signed by the municipal officers must be posted at 
least 7 days before election day in the same manner as 
posting the warrant under section 621, stating each 
specific time that the clerk intends to begin process- 
ing absentee ballots after 2:00 p.m. on election day.  
The warden may review the notes of the clerk on each 
return envelope and deposit the absentee ballots into 
the ballot box before the close of the polls.  The clerk 
shall notify the chairs of each political party of the 
municipality, in writing, that this procedure is to  
occur.  If the clerk is unable to notify the chair of the 
municipal political party, the clerk shall notify the 
chair of the county or state political party. 
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 Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §759, sub-§8, as en-
acted by PL 1991, c. 466, §32, is amended to read: 

 8.  Inspection after polls close.  If a candidate  
or that candidate's representative notifies the warden 
before 8:00 p.m. that the candidate wishes to inspect 
absentee ballot applications and envelopes after the 
polls close, the warden shall allow the candidate to 
inspect the applications and envelopes of ballots that 
have not yet been deposited into the ballot box for 30 
minutes after the polls close. 

 Sec. 3.  Study by the Commission on Gov-
ernmental Ethics and Election Practices; juris-
diction.  The Commission on Governmental Ethics 
and Election Practices shall review its current duties 
prescribed by law and shall identify issues that the 
commission has been asked to investigate and has not 
clearly had the authority to investigate.  The commis-
sion shall make recommendations, along with any 
proposed legislation, to clarify and, if necessary, to 
expand the commission's jurisdiction and duties to the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over legal affairs no later than January   
30, 1995. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 584 

H.P. 1106 - L.D. 1493 

An Act to Enable the Creation of the 
Volunteer Social Workers Project 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

 Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §7031 is enacted to read: 

§7031.  Volunteer Social Workers Project 

 The board shall contract with a statewide agency 
or entity that represents social workers to establish  
and administer the Volunteer Social Workers Project.  
The project, pursuant to the contract and in accord-
ance with procedures and protocols developed by the 
project and approved by the board, shall match per-
sons referred by social service agencies and providers 
with social workers who have agreed to provide their 
services on a pro bono basis.  In addition, the project 
shall develop opportunities for social workers to 
participate on a pro bono basis in community organi-
zation activities.  The funding of the project is the 
responsibility of the board and must be derived from 
the board's revenues.  The project may also accept 
gifts, grants or other income from outside sources to 
supplement this funding. 

 Sec. 2.  Allocation.  The following funds are 
allocated from Other Special Revenue to carry out the 
purposes of this Act. 

      1994-95 

PROFESSIONAL AND 

FINANCIAL REGULATION, 

DEPARTMENT OF 

State Board of Social Worker 

Licensure 

 All Other    $57,000 

Provides for an allocation of 

funds to enable the State Board 

of Social Worker Licensure to 

contract with a private entity  

to establish the Volunteer 

Social Workers Project. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 585 

H.P. 1386 - L.D. 1885 

An Act to Implement the 
Recommendations of the Maine 

Sardine Council 

 Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

 Whereas, the packing of sardines is one of the 
most important industries of the State; and 

 Whereas, the Maine Sardine Council can more 
efficiently and effectively perform its duties as a  
public instrumentality of the State than as a state 
agency; and 

 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now,  
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

 Sec. 1.  3 MRSA §927, sub-§7, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 1991, c. 376, §10, is further amended 
to read: 




