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ber of a support team for foster parents, if that
team has been reviewed and approved by the de-
partment;

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §4008, sub-§3-A is enacted
to read:

3-A. Confidentiality. The proceedings and records

of the child death and serious injury review panel cre-

CHAPTER 296

mental disease entities, and information gathered from
public health nurse activities, or any program for which
the department collects personally identifying medical
information.

The department’s confidential records may not be open
to public inspection, are not public records for purposes
of Title 1, chapter 13, subchapter I and may not be ex-
amined in any judicial, executive, legislative or other pro-

ated in accordance with section 4004, subsection 1, para-

ceeding as to the existence or content of any individual’s

graph E are confidential and are not subject to subpoena,

records obtained by the department.

discovery or introduction into evidence in a civil or crimi-
nal action. The commissioner shall disclose conclusions

Exceptions to this subsection include release of medical

of the review panel upon request, but may not disclose
data that is otherwise classified as confidential.

Sec. 5. 22 MRSA §4021, sub-§1, fA, as en-
acted by PL 1979, c. 733, §18, is amended to read:

A. TIssue subpoenas requiring persons to disclose
or provide to the department information or
records in their possession whieh that are neces-
sary and relevant to an investigation of a report of
suspected abuse or neglect er, to a subsequent child
protection proceeding or to a panel appointed by
the department to review child deaths and serious

injuries.

(1) The department may apply to the Dis-
trict Court to enforce a subpoena.

(2) A person who complies with a subpoena
is immune from civil or criminal liability that
might otherwise result from the act of turn-
ing over or providing information or records
to the department; and ‘

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 295
H.P. 945 - L.D. 1274

An Act to Maintain Confidentiality of Medical
Information Reported to the
Department of Human Services

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §42, sub-§5 is enacted to
read:

5. Confidentiality of records containing certain
medical information. Department records that contain
personally identifying medical information that are cre-
ated or obtained in connection with the department’s
public_health activities or programs are confidential.
These _records include, but are not limited to, informa-
tion on genetic, communicable, occupational or environ-

421

and epidemiologic information in such a manner that an
individual can not be identified; disclosures that are nec-

essary to carry out the provisions of chapter 250; disclo-
sures made upon written authorization by the subject of
the record; and disclosures that are specifically provided
for by statute or by departmental rule.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 296
H.P. 936 - L.D. 1259

An Act to Amend the Natural Resources
Protection Laws

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, the Department of Environmental Pro-
tection has on file dredge spoils test results; and

Whereas, this Act eliminates the requirement that
an applicant wait one year after filing the results of these
tests before an applicant may apply for a dredge spoils
permit; and

Whereas, applicants will be able to apply for a
permit immediately; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Con-
stitution of Maine and require the following legislation
as immediately necessary for the preservation of the pub-
lic peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec, 1. 38 MRSA §480-B, sub-§10, as amended
by PL 1991, c. 693, §1, is further amended to read:

10. Significant wildlife habitat. “Significant wild-
life habitat” means the following areas to the extent that
they have been mapped by the Department of Inland



