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CHAPTER 175 

of first refusal during the 3B-day 90-day period, the au­
thority has an additional 66 90 days, beginning on the 
date of the termination of the first refusal period, to buy 
or to produce a buyer for the property. This additional 
66-day 90-day period may be extended by mutual agree­
ment between the authority and the owner of the prop­
erty. 

A. Nothing in this section prevents an owner of 
the property from I"iithdtavving the properry from 
the market deciding not to sell, transfer or take 
other action that would result in termination of 
the financial assistance and revoking the notice re­
quired by subsection 1 at any time before the 98 dll)' 
per iod expir es or tIntil the atlthor ity pro v ides its 
notiee of taking by eminent domain expiration. The 
withdrawal or revocation extinguishes any right of 
first refusal held by the Maine State Housing Au­
thority. 

3. Exceptions. The Maine State Housing Author­
ity ~ may not possess any right of first refusal when a 
bona fide buyer, by contract with the seller, agrees to 
maintain the property as low-income housing. The no­
tice provisions of this section apply to this stlbseetion 
subchapter. 

Sec. 12. 30-A MRSA §4976, first ~, as enacted 
by PL 1989, c. 48, §§12 and 31, is amended to read: 

Any owner or purchaser of low-income rental hous­
ing who prepllys the mortgllge lind an)' person who ptlr 
ehllses low ineome rental hotlsing and who intends to 
eonvert the fueilit)' from low ineome rental hotlsing to 
any other tlse, ine/tlding other residential tlses, sells, trans­
fers title or takes other action in regard to that property 
that would result in the termination of financial assist­
ance designed to make a rental unit affordable to 
low-income or moderate-income people shall allow the 
current tenants to remain in the units for 6 months from 
the date of prepayment or sale, transfer of title or other 
action in regard to the property, at the same rents or 
portion of the total rents charged to the tenants before 
mortgage prepayment or that sale, transfer of title or M 
the rents prodded tin del the IIssistanee progrllm to I"ihieh 
the hotlsing is stlbjeet if stleh IIssistllnee is not terminated, 
other action in regard to the property, or the owner may 
relocate the tenants to comparable units with compara­
ble rents in accordance with the procedure established 
by rules of the Maine State Housing Authority. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 176 

S.P. 250 - L.D. 769 

An Act to Clarify the Grounds for Civil Action for 
Child Sexual Abuse 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA §752·C, as amended by PL 
1991, c. 551, §1 and affected by §2, is further amended to 
read: 

§752-C. Sexual acts towards minors 

Actions based upon sexual intercourse, as defined 
in Title 17-A, section 556, subsection 1-B, or a sexual 
act, as defined in Title 17-A, chapter 11, with a person 
under the age of majority must be commenced within 12 
years after the cause of action accrues, or within 6 years 
of the time the person discovers or reasonably should 
have discovered the harm, whichever occurs later. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 177 

H.P. 500 - L.D. 658 

An Act Related to Hook-up Fees for New 
Installations of Electric Heat 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §3153-A, sub-§2, as en­
acted by PL 1987, c. 451, §2, is repealed. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 178 

H.P. 421- L.D. 540 

An Act Regarding the Use of Natural Gas in 
Motor Vehicles 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, there is a market for natural gas use in 
vehicles that is not currently being served; and 

Whereas, there are benefits to this State in en­
couraging immediate availability of natural gas for use in 
vehicles; and 

Whereas, delay in making natural gas available 
for use in vehicles will reduce the benefits to this State; 
and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Con-


